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1. Basic structure of the book

e Chapters 1-2 Dialogue between Gd and Satan

e Chapter 3 lyov suffers, and comes to curse his own birth

e Chapters 4-14 First round of debates: Eliphaz, lyov, Bildad, lyov, Tzofar, lyov

e Chapters 15-21 Second round of debates: Eliphaz, lyov, Bildad, lyov, Tzofar, lyov

e Chapters 22-26 Third round of debates: Eliphaz, lyov, Bildad, lyov

e Chapters 27-31 lyov re-states his case

e Chapters 32-37 Elihu's arguments

e Chapters 38-41 Gd addresses lyov

e Chapter 42 lyov responds, and Epilogue

2. Talmud, Berachot 31b-32a
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And Rabbi Elazar said: Chanah launched words heavenward, as Shemuel | 1:10 says, "And she prayed upon Gd" -
this teaches that she launched words heavenward.
And Rabbi Elazar said: Eliyahu launched words heavenward, as Melachim | 18:37 says, "You turned their hearts
back." Rabbi Shemuel bar R' Yitzchak said: How do we know that Gd acknowledged this to Eliyahu2 Michah 4:6
says, "[| will gather in] those whom | made ra."...
And Rabbi Elazar said: Moshe launched words heavenward, as Bamidbar 11:2 says, "And Moshe prayed to Gd" -
read it not as "to Gd" but as "upon Gd." Rabbi Yannai's yeshiva taught it from Devarim 1:1, "2:77 *1" — Moshe said
before Gd, "Master of the universe! The silver and gold You flowed upon the Jews until they said >7 [enough] is what
caused them to create the calf!"

3. Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachot 7:3
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...Daniel said "The powerful, the great, the awesome," but he did not say, "the mighty." His children are in chains,

where is His might2... But is flesh and blood empowered to make such decisions2! Rabbi Yitzchak ben Elazar said:

His prophets know that their Gd is a Gd of truth, and so they do not flatter Him.

4. Amos Chacham, Daat Mikra to lyov pg.9
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The narrative does not stop with the start of lyov's complaint; rather, it continues throughout the book. Each
presentation is another layer in the narrative... The narrative and the conversations (presentations) complete each
other and need each other. We would not understand the conversations unless we would first read the narrative at the
start of the book. And the story itself would be neither complete nor comprehensible if we would skip the presentations
and pass from the story at the start to the story at the end. And even the story at the start and the story at the end
include conversations, which are essential to understanding the flow of ideas in the book...

Who is lyov?
5. Talmud, Sanhedrin 106a
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Three were in the plot [to throw baby boys into the river in Egypt]: Bilam, lyov and Yitro. Bilam counseled it and was
killed. lyov was silent and was punished with suffering. Yitro fled, and his children merited...

6. Talmud, Bava Batra 15a-b
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"Moshe wrote his book, the passage of Bilam and lyov." This supports Rabbi Levi bar Lachma's statement: lyov was in
Moshe's time. lyov 19:23 uses the word 19X and in Shemot 32:16 Moshe used the word R19X. But then he could have
been in Yitzchak's time (Bereishit 27:33) or Yaakov's time (Bereishit 43:11) or Yosef's time (Bereishit 37:16)! Don't
think that; lyov 19:23 also uses the term P11, and Moshe was called ppIn, as in Devarim 33:21.
Rava said lyov was in the Spies' time; lyov 1:1 says, "There was a man in the land of W, and his name was lyov,"
and Bamidbar 13:20 says, "Is there an v3." But are they similar? One is 719, the other is Y¥! True; Moshe was saying
to the Jews, "There is a man whose years are as long as a tree's span, and who protects his generation like a tree."
A sage before Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmani said: lyov did not exist and was not created; he was a parable.
e Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmeni said: To you it says, "There was a man in the land of Utz, and his name was lyov!"
e But then Shemuel Il 12:3, "The pauper had naught but one small lamb he had bought, and he nurtured her, efc." -
was there such a person2 He was a parable, and so too here!
o But then why tell his name and city?
Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi Elazar said: lyov was among those who ascended from the [Babylonian] Diaspora, and
his study hall was in Tiberias.
e But we have learned, "lyov's years were from the time Israel entered Egypt until they left!" It means "like from the
time they left Egypt until they left."
e But we have learned, "Seven prophets prophesied for the nations of the world: Bilam, his father, lyov, Elifaz of
Teman, Bildad of Shuchah, Tzofar of Naamah and Elihu ben Berachel haBuzil" Well even according to you,
wasn't Elihu Jewish? It says he was "from the Romm family"! Elihu [was Jewish, and he] prophesied for the



nations, and the same is true for lyov. But didn't all prophets prophesy for the nations of the world2 Yes, but their
main prophecy was for Israel; here, their main prophecy was for the nations.

e But we have learned, "There was a pious non-Jew, his name was lyov, and he entered the world only to be
rewarded. Gd made him suffer and he began to blaspheme. Gd doubled his reward in this world, to chase him
from the next!"

This question [whether lyov was Jewish] is the subject of a debate of the mishnaic sages, as we have learned:

e "Rabbi Elazar said: lyov was in the time of the Judges, as in lyov 27:12, 'You have all seen; why do you speak
heveR' What generation was entirely hevel This was the generation of the Judges.

e Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karcha said: lyov was in the time of Achashverosh, as in lyov 42:15, "No women as
beautiful as lyov's daughters was found in the entire land." In what generation did they seek beautiful women?
The generation of Achashverosh." But perhaps this was Dovid's time, as in Melachim | 1:3, "And they sought a
beautiful girl2" That was "in the entire boundary of Israel," here it was "in the entire land."

e "Rabbi Natan said: lyov was in the time of the nation of Sheba, as in lyov 1:15, 'And people of Sheba fell upon
them and took them."

e And the Sages said: lyov was in the time of the Chaldeans, as in lyov 1:17, 'Chaldeans came in three branches."

e And some say lyov was in Yaakov's time, and he married Dinah, daughter of Yaakov. lyov 2:10 says, 'You speak
like of the nevalot' and Bereishit 34:7 said, 'A nevalah was done in Israel.""

All of those sages believed that lyov was Jewish, other than the "some say" author, for if lyov was not Jewish, was the

Shechinah manifest upon idolaters after Moshe's death? Have we not learned, "Moshe requested that the Shechinah

not be manifest upon idolaters, as in Shemot 33:16, 'And | and Your nation shall be set apart'!"

7. Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:22
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The incredible matter of lyov is of the type we have been discussing, a parable to explain human views regarding
Divine supervision. You already know their explanation, and how some have said, "lyov did not exist and was not
created; he was a parable," and how those who thought he existed and was created and his story is about a real
event knew neither his time nor his location... This strengthens the view that he did exist and was not created...

8. Yechezkel 14:12-23
9. "Mashal" Devarim 28:37; Shemuel | 24:13; Melachim | 5:12

10. Rabbi Eliezer Berkovits, What is Jewish Philosophy?2Pp. 126-127

Modern science began when the human intellect finally realized that it could not ignore what Galileo called
"irreducible and stubborn facts", and that, on the contrary, its task was to seek to understand and to interpret them...
The Jew who does not acknowledge the "irreducible and stubborn facts" of Judaism remains a Jew, of course, and he
may even be a thinking Jew; but he is not a Jewish thinker.

11. Midrash, Pesikta Rabti 26
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Yirmiyahu said: When | ascended to Jerusalem | liffed my eyes and saw a woman seated atop the mountain...
Yirmiyah said to her: Your blows resemble the blows of lyov. lyov's sons and daughters were taken from him, and
your sons and daughters were taken from you. | took lyov's silver and gold, and | took your silver and gold. | cast lyov
into the heap, and | made you a heap of manure. And just as | returned and comforted lyov, so | will return and
comfort you. | doubled lyov's sons and daughters, and | will double your sons and daughters. | doubled lyov's silver
and gold, and | will do so for you. | moved lyov from the heap, and regarding you (in Yeshayah 52:2) it says, "Shake
yourself from the dust, arise, return to Jerusalem"...



