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The Origins of the Two Fasts
1. Mishnah Taanit 4:6
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On the ninth of Av, it was decreed that our ancestors not enter the land, and the first and second Beit haMikdash were
destroyed, and Beitar was conquered, and the city was plowed.

2. Melachim Il 25:22-26
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22And the nation remaining in Judea, whom Nevuchadnezzar, King of Babylon had left, and he appointed over them
Gedalyahu son of Achikam son of Shafan. 23And all of the military officers heard, them and their men, that the King
of Babylon had appointed Gedalyahu, and they came to Gedalyahu, to Mitzpah. And Yishmael son of Netanyah,
and Yochanan son of Kareiach, and S'rayah son of Tanchumet of Netophet, and Ya'azniyahu son of the Ma'achatite,
them and their men. 24And Gedalyahu swore to them and to their men, and he said to them, "Do not fear the servants
of the Babylonians! Stay in the land and serve the King of Babylon, and it will be good for you." 25And in the seventh
month, Yishmael son of Netanyah son of Elishama, from the royal line, along with ten men, came and struck
Gedalyahu and he died, along with the Jews and Babylonians who were with him in Mitzpah. 26And the whole
nation, young to old, and the military officers, arose and went to Egypt, for they feared the Chaldeans.

3. Rabbi Moshe Sofer, Torat Moshe II, Vayechi
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Without a doubt, the prophet Yirmiyah and other prophets who were present at the time of the destruction established

the fast, for Esther 9:31 says that as they had accepted upon themselves, "the matters of the fasts and their cries", so

they accepted to create Purim.

What is the relationship between Tishah b'Av and Tzom Gedalyah?

4. Zecharyah 7:1-3
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TAnd in the fourth year of King Darius, the word of Gd came to Zecharyah, on the fourth of the ninth month, in Kislev.

2And [the nation] sent... to seek Gd, 3saying to the kohnaim in the house of Gd, Lord of Hosts, and to the prophets,

saying: Shall | cry in the fifth month, abstaining as | have these many years?

5. Radak to 7:3
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Despite hearing that they were building, they were of little faith and did not wish to ascend from Babylon because
they did not believe that construction of the Beit haMikdash would be completed and it would stand before their foes.

6. Abarbanel to Zecharyah, pg. 220
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The verse mentioned this was in the fourth year of Darius, when most of the structure had already been constructed. It

added that this was the ninth month, termed Kislev, to say that their question was foolish [&'silud.

7. Zecharyah 7:5-6, 8:19
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>Speak to the entire nation and to the kohanim, saying: When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh, these
seventy years, did | fast2 ®And if you eat and if you drink, are you not the ones eating? Are you not the ones drinking?
1950 declares Gd, Lord of Hosts: The fast of the fourth and the fast of the fifth and the fast of the seventh and the fast
of the tenth will be, for the house of Judea, for joy and happiness and great occasions...

Clarity via Rambam

Talmud, Rosh haShanah 18b
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"The fast of the seventh" — This is the third of Tishrei, on which Gedalyah ben Achikam was killed. And who killed

him2 Yishmael ben Netanyah killed him. This teaches you that the death of the righteous is equal to the burning of the

house of our G-d. And why does the text call it "the seventh"2 [lt is in] the seventh month.

8. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Taaniyot 5:2
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The third day of Tishrei: when Gedalyah ben Achikam was killed and the remaining ember of Israel was extinguished,
leading to the completion of their exile.

9. Rabbi Moshe Sofer, Torat Moshe II, Vayechi
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For the kinot of Rabbi Kalonymus state that it would have been appropriate to establish a fast for the decrees and

destructions which have passed over us, but the day of the Destruction includes all destructions. As Yeshayah 51:3

says, "For He has comforted Zion, He has comforted all of her ruins."

10. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 4:57:11
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It is not like the decrees of 5408-5409 by Chmielnicki, head of the Cossacks, when Jews were killed in Ukraine and

part of Poland, and they established a fast and recitation of Sefichot for the 20th of Sivan... those were only in part of

one land... Therfore, it was relevant to enact a fast and recitation of Selichot for those places alone. But the decrees of

Hitler were upon the entire nation... And we do not establish another day of fasting and crying, as stated in the kinot.

11. Halakhic Positions of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Volume 4, page 98
Rav Soloveitchik felt very strongly that we should not create a separate day of mourning for the Shoah. Rather, we
should incorporate the Yom haShoah into our observance of Tisha b'Av...

What does equating these fasts mean?

12. Tosefta Sotah 6:10
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"The fast of the seventh" — This is the third of Tishrei, on which Gedalyah ben Achikam was killed, for Yishmael ben

Netanyah killed him. This teaches you that the death of the righteous is as harsh before G-d as the destruction of the

Beit haMikdash. And why is it named "seventh"2 For it is in the seventh month.

13.Tehillim 116:15
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It is heavy [or precious| before Gd, the death of His righteous ones.

14. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 47:6
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Our ancestors are the Merkavah, as Bereishit 17:22 states, "And Gd ascended from upon Avraham"...



