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We have already seen that R. Joel Sirkus regarded kevod ha-tsibbur as an ab initio concept. Thus, despite his position that
the congregation may not waive its dignity, it would appear that Bah considered the disqualification of women from
geri’at ha-Torah, even if it is said to protect kevod shamayim, to reflect essentially aesthetic, cultural sensitivities. Just as
a community should choose the imposing figure over the wise man to represent it before the Lord, so the congregation
should not denigrate geri at ha-Torah by performing it through women.
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