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We have already seen that R. Joel Sirkus regarded kevod ha-tsibbur as [only] an ab initio concept. Thus, despite his
position that the congregation may not waive its dignity, it would appear that Bah considered the disqualification of
women from geri’at ha-Torah, even if it is said to protect kevod shamayim, to reflect essentially aesthetic, cultural
sensitivities. Just as a community should choose the imposing figure over the wise man to represent it before the Lord, so
the congregation should not denigrate geri’at ha-Torah by performing it through women.
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R. Ahron Soloveichik, in a conversation with Dov I. Frimer (3 Tammuz 5757 - July 8, 1997), maintains that halakha le-
ma’aseh (in actual halakhic practice), a congregation today cannot set aside kevod ha-tsibbur even according to the
“Shame of Illiteracy School.”
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R. Ahron Soloveichik, in a conversation with Dov I. Frimer (3 Tammuz 5757 - July 8, 1997), emphasized that under all
circumstances there can be no setting aside of kevod ha-tsibbur without the congregation having full knowledge of what is
being set aside and why; without such full knowledge, the waiver is invalid.
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We note in this regard repeated suggestions that we live in a time of crisis, with waning commitment to halakhic
authority; hence, it is argued that we should declare our times as a “she’at ha-dehak generation.” This is because there are
many who are not truly committed to halakha, but want a ritual based service which “feels” like halakha and reflects the
congregants' own more egalitarian values. The latter group threatens that if halakha won’t show greater flexibility, they
will bolt.
These arguments notwithstanding, we find it hard to accept this claim as more valid now then it was at the turn of the 20th
century, during the periods of the World Wars, and again in the Fifties or Seventies. R. Aharon Lichtenstein has asserted
that while there may well be she’at ha-dehak situations, these have to be judged on a case by case determination. To label
a whole generation as she’at ha-dehak in order to permit [wholesale] leniencies reserved only for extreme situations
would seem totally unfounded and uncalled for. Besides, she’at ha-dehak describes instances where a ritual cannot be
performed because the congregants are not physically or halakhically able to do so, not because they lack the desire. On
the contrary, millennia of Jewish history have taught us that we will not be able to preserve Judaism by watering it down.
Over the past two centuries, others have tried this approach and failed — certainly over the long term. Yet Orthodoxy
overall continues to thrive, to the surprise of some and the chagrin of others.
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The introduction of the ba'al geri’ah is of more than historical interest. Having the Torah read by a person other than the
oleh paved the way for the blind and the ignorant to receive aliyyot, persons who had hitherto been excluded because of
their inability to read. For our purposes, it invites us to query whether, even if we concede that a woman may not read the
Torah aloud, she may be called to the Torah for an aliyyah where the Torah is read by a male ba al geri’ah.
Of equal if not greater significance was the spirit of inclusiveness that animated the enactment. The rishonim who
introduced the practice of having a ba'al geri’ah were faithful to halakhic precedent that went to lengths to include
women and the unlearned in the life of the religious community, even to the point of finessing explicit prohibitions. The
outstanding exemplar of this approach is R. Yosi who held that women bringing sacrifices in the Temple might
voluntarily “lay hands (somekhot) on their offering prior to its slaughter.”

2 TIAY TV NT AT NO0M 922 Tmkn D

72°M0W 2197 R ,2°W31 PHY 1901 ,2°W31 NATYY IR ,2°A%W NAT DWW 93v 117 797 DR a0 VIR RAX 07 110 01 927 K
XOR 20°WTP2 AT 1072V 2OWIT MO NN 2IWR LY D 902 1270 TNYT XPY0 URY .DWI M0 DNl MwY? 573 ROR - 0w
J277 1DPR TP AKRT LMD 992 31092 77 RR 2WH 1D 902 11003 R A0 VAW XD

2:1DPN A0 BT MR 297 W IR XD
D910 1271 FMIOKR DI W 22 AYPNAY 00 DY AR 12 MWIT HEY2 MpNR 180 OR 21pn Do MU 2WITY D Y AR
2T P 21w KPR A3 NIAW 21wn 127K 12 PRY 71 PR 0K 179 119N 2°wI0 M DNl MWy 070 0pn 2o

25p 119 2°2aN3Y 20D W NAIN 2D

,1'9772% 12w ,ARIPY 72900 e 10727 NIDORND M2 A1 2RI 2°2°2 279 NINT NAR LINIT YA 20w O
1AV A M2 NPAY POORNN DIW 2% NYANDY MO NARYY 110 1700 ,2°WI% M DN 2wWn 171 02 P hnw "R Snontl
11°M127 PNMRTI L IAPW M0 NN DWW ,0°WTR 210N 5712V 120 IRNIT 23 DY AXR 1T 1OPRA 1270 177 1300WT 211 J10WRY YN
T TR AW R¥AN L2 RN VTR OTIT N 2w 371 A2 03 1w .Y [LA9] A 'ona a"12 99w nyspn By R 1)
LRI 1T 9N MY 2w WOT PO 20D [3177 IR 220 ] 0R 1R LRIT 03 MOIRT YawnT 221N QW2 [¥107 IR Pyt ]
LORIWO2W YR 0PI ORI LRIT RADYA MWD MIPATT XOX 1209 1RT 1P K



