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Yehoshua 4:4-7 Take Stones!
1. Malbim to Yehoshua 4:5
NRWY 1997 1w L0 IRW™ 702 O°1aK 20 DR alrdl mPw wIDh 9911 "D01aR 7wy 2°nw 209 IRW" RY '7 1272
oow ,0°02W 790102 2™ P ,aY0T IR L.190D SV IMIRW™Y TN JAR 2°7° R"DOW 27277 N2 YW LN MIT20 2°1aK

:¥"D2 PIV KT LAY
We could explain Gd's words, "Pick up twelve stones for yourselves," to mean to collectively take 12 stones and carry
them on poles, enabling them to take heavier stones... Yehoshua explained that each should pick up a separate stone
and carry it on his shoulder... And he explained that there should be 12, according to the number of tribes, because
each tribe is an independent entity.

Yehoshua 4:8-9 Two sets of stones
2. Radak to Yehoshua 4:9
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Even though we have not seen Gd instruct regarding these stones, since Yehoshua did it we know that he must have
acted on Divine command.

3. Abarbanel pp. 27-28
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My view is that Yehoshua acted on his own, without a Divine command. Gd instructed him to make a memorial for the

miracle by taking from the place where the kohanim stood in the Yarden... and aside from this sign on land,

Yehoshua saw fit to make another sign in the Yarden.

4. Metzudat Dovid to Yehoshua 4:9 "Until today"
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This is "forever", for all who read this in their own day say, "until today." This is a great rule throughout the Prophets.

5. Talmud, Yoma 54a
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But is "until today" always forever? Shoftim 1:21 says, "The Yevusi, dwellers of Jerusalem, were not conquered by
Binyamin; the Yevusi dwell with Binyamin in Jerusalem until today." Were they not exiled? We have learned, "Rabbi
Yehudah said: For 52 years, no man crossed through Judea...!" He replied: Here it says "there [until today]", there it
does not say it.
But is "there until today" always forever? Divrei haYamim | 4:42 says, "And from the tribe of Shimon, 500 men went
to Seir... and they dwell there until today," but Sancherev, King of Assyria, has ascended and confused the lands, as
Yeshayah 10:13 records, "And | removed the boundaries of nations, and | destroyed their position!" It is defeated.

Yehoshua 4:10-14 Yehoshua is elevated

6. Talmud, Sotah 34a
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While they were still in the Yarden, Yehoshua told them: Know why you are crossing the Yarden, to conquer the

dwellers of the land, as it is written... If you do this, good. If not, the water will come and drown you.




7. Abarbanel, pg. 28
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It would be more accurate to say that when the Jews crossed the Yarden on dry land, when they exited to the banks of
the Yarden, Yehoshua spoke to them these words which Gd had told him at the start of the book, "Wherever you step,
| have given to you..." All of that which Gd told Yehoshua, he now told the nation, and these were the verses that
Moshe told Yehoshua in Devarim 11:23... The text is then, "Until completion of the message he spoke to the nation,
as Gd had told Yehoshua, according to all that Moshe had instructed Yehoshua."

8. Abarbanel, pg. 28
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When Israel saw the magnitude of the miracle, they recognized and knew that Gd was close to Yehoshua, and they

recognized it also in the way he arranged the soldiers and the rest of the military matters, and in the way he

personally instructed regarding the stones of the Yarden, that he was complete intellectually and practically, in

prophecy and miracles and military matters. ..

Yehoshua 4:15-18 Leaving the Yarden

9. Talmud, Sotah 35a
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When the last Israelite ascended from the Yarden, the water returned to its place... The Aron and its bearers and

kohanim were on one side and Israel on the other. The Aron carried its bearers and crossed, as it is written...

Yehoshua 4:19-20 Camping in Gilgal

10. Radak to Yehoshua 4:19
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And on the day they crossed they arrived at Gilgal, as in, "in the site where you will rest tonight." The sages said they

travelled more than 60 mi/that day, from the Yarden to Gilgal, miraculously...

11.Ralbag to Yehoshua 4:19-20
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"To be a memorial for the Children of Israel forever" — This indicates that they placed this memorial at the site of the
Mikdash, like the jar of manna and Aharon's staff... It appears that these stones were not placed before the Aron,
though, like the jar of manna and Aharon's staff, for two reasons: 1) It was not mentioned here, only that Yehoshua
erected them in Gilgal, and 2) It would be appropriate to have a great distinction between Moshe's miracles and
those of others, as is stated at the end of the Torah... Also, these stones would need a great deal of space...

Yehoshua 4:21-24 Closing speech

12. Malbim to Yehoshua 4:6-7
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Here it says, "that your children will ask tomorrow," meaning that the children of this generation will ask you, as seen

in, "What are these stones for you," which indicates a question of this generation. Later it speaks of future

generations, and so it lacks "for you".

Summary of Perakim 3-4 Elevation of Yehoshua; Testimony; Extra miracles?; The theme of 12 stones




