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Outline of Chapters 3 and 4
3:1 Setting the stage
3:2-5 9 Nisan - Preliminary Instructions by the officers and by Yehoshua
3:6-8 10 Nisan - Getting the kohanim going
3:9-13 Yehoshua marshals the nation
3:1417 The Yarden splits, and the people cross
4:1-3 Gd instructs Yehoshua regarding monument stones
4:4.7 Yehoshua tells the tribal representatives to take the monument stones
4:89 Two sets of monument stones
4:10-14 The nation crosses, Yehoshua is elevated
4:15-18 The kohanim leave the Yarden, at Gd's command, and the Yarden returns fo its path
4:19-20 The people camp in Gilgal, with the 12 stones
4:21-24 Yehoshua's closing speech to the nation

1. Ralbag to Yehoshua 3:14
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Yehoshua already informed them of this miracle before it happened, and he set a time: when the feet of the kohanim,
bearers of the Aron, would rest in the water of the Yarden, at that moment the water of the Yarden would split... And
he told them that immediately when the kohanim would remove their feet from there, the water of the Yarden would
return to its place.
Because this time was undefined — for the time of the nation's passage through the Yarden could be long if they
crossed slowly, or short if they crossed in haste, and so too the time when the feet of the kohanim would reach the
Yarden — therefore this would elevate the wonder and remove doubt from onlookers. If one were to say that Yehoshua
knew the time when the Jordan would split, and for how long it would last, and how it would happen, he could
perhaps cause some small doubt in the miracle. But since Yehoshua did not give a defined time, as we have said, it
would be impossible to doubt this miracle...

2. lbn Ezra to Shemot 8:6 (extended version)
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"And he said: Tomorrow" — Rabbi Shemuel ben Chofni said: Normally, people only request that a blow be removed

immediately. Pharaoh thought that the arrangement of celestial bodies had brought the frogs to Egypt and that Moshe

had known it, and Pharaoh thought that now the time for the frogs to leave had arrived. Therefore, he tested Moshe,

lengthening the time and saying, "Tomorrow."

3. Key items The elements of the miracle; Yehoshua's elevation

Yehoshua 4, Part 1: Stones
4. Moshe's instructions Devarim 27:1-8

5. Three different roles
e Monument in the Yarden (Yehoshua 4:9)
e Mizbeach at Har Eval (Yehoshua 8:31)
e Recording the Torah (Yehoshua 8:32)



6. E Pluribus Unum  Shemot 24:4; Shemot 28:21; Melachim | 18:31

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 68:11
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“And he took from the stones of the site”- Rabbi Yehudah, Rabbi Nechemiah and the Rabbanan [disputed)]:

Rabbi Yehudah said he took 12 stones, for Gd had decreed that he would establish twelve tribes. He said, “Avraham

did not establish them and Yitzchak did not establish them; if these twelve stones bind together then | will know that |

will establish the twelve tribes.” When the twelve stones bound together, he knew he would establish twelve tribes.

8. Bamidbar 2:2
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Each man with his flag, with signs, for their families, the Jews will camp...

9. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra to Bamidbar 2:2
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"With signs" — There were signs on each flag. Our predecessors have said that Reuven's flag had the form of a man,

due to the midrash on the duda’im, and Yehudah's flag had the form of a lion for Yaakov compared him to it...

10. Rabbeinu Bechayye (13 century Spain) to Shemot 28:15
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This is the carbuncle; it is called bareket because it shines like lightning (barak) and illuminates like a lamp. And so the

Aramaic commentary says barkan. This is the stone that Noach hung in the boat, in Bereishit 6:16, "You shall make a

tzohar for the boat".

Yehoshua 4:1-3 — Instruction: Set up Monument Stones
11. Malbim to Yehoshua 4:2
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Aside from the twelve men Yehoshua took to witness the miracle, Gd instructed him to take twelve men.



