Bereishit Rabbah 31:14b-c — Three Floors, A Self-Made Boat

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com d S
;

| BEIT MIDRASH

1. Bereishit 6:16 .
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You shall make a #zohar for the boat, and to an ama#h you shall make the boat terminate above, and you shall place
the entrance of the boat in its edge. Lower, second and third levels you shall make it.

Who needs a three-story boat?
2. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:14b
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"Lower, second and third levels you shall make it"
e Lower for refuse; second for him, his children and kosher animals; upper for non-kosher animals.
e And some switch it: Lower for non-kosher animals; second for him, his children and kosher animals; upper for
refuse. How did he do it2 He had a type of cataract, shunting it from the side.

3. Talmud, Sanhedrin 108b
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"Lower, second and third levels you shall make it." We have learned: Lower for refuse, middle for animals, upper for
people.

4. Talmud, Sanhedrin 37a
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"Your navel (Shir haShirim 7:3)" is the Sanhedrin; it is called 'navel' because it sits at the navel of the world.

5. Rabbi Saadia Gaon, HaEmunot v'haDeiot 4
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Customary practice and construction place the most honoured element in the centre of the elements that are not as
honoured. We will begin from the smallest things and note that a grain kernel is in the middle of all of the leaves — this
is because the kernel is more honoured than they are, for the plant's characteristics stem from it... And the yolk of an
egg is in the centre, for the chick comes from there. And the human heart is in the middle of his chest because it is the
dwelling of the spirit and of natural warmth... And as we see this apply to most things, and | have seen that the Earth
is in the centre of the heavens, with the spheres revolving about it on all sides, this validates for us that the Earth is the
goal of Creation. We then look at all of the Earth's elements, and see that the dirt and water are silent, and the
animals cannot communicate [abstract thought], and all that remains is Man...

6. Maharal, Gur Aryeh to Bereishit 6:16
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Within the two texts in Bereishit Rabbah, in one edition it is better to be below because living things are more affected
by the sound and noise of the water flooding on to the boat, and it would be better for beasts to be below. Per the
other edition, it is better to be above, for the moisture clings below to the boat, especially when the water is hot. But
the middle is always better protecfted, like the heart which is protected in the middle of the person.



7. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Horeb 454

The body should be subservient to the mind. From this point of view the ideal quality of the body would be utter
dependence on the mind and a kind of quiescent neutrality... Bearing in mind this function of the body and also the
fact that the physical structure of man is largely influenced by the kind of food he consumes, one might come to the
conclusion that vegetable food is the most preferable, as plants are the most passive substance; and indeed, we find
that in Jewish law all vegetables are permitted for food, without discrimination. Next in order of desirability as human
food would come those animals which are herbivorous and therefore nearer the vegetable world.

A Self-Made Boat
8. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:14c¢
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"You shall make it" — She also aided, herself.

9. Talmud, Shabbat 104a
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What is the meaning of Mishlei 3:34, "For the scorners He will scorn, and to the humble He will show favour"2 One
who seeks impurity will be given the opportunity; one who seeks purity will be assisted.

10. Shemot 25:31, Shemot 37:17, Bamidbar 8:4
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And you shall make a menorah of pure gold, a unit the menorah shall be made, its trunk, its branch, its goblets, its
disks and its flowers shall be from it.
And he made the menorah of pure gold, a unit he made the menorah, its trunk, its branch, its goblets, its discs and its
flowers from it.
And this is the creation of the menorah, a unit of gold, to its trunk, to its flower, a unit, like the vision Gd showed
Moshe, so he [He?] made the menorah.

11. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 15:4
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Moshe had more difficulty with creation of the menorah than with all of the other implements of the Mishkan
(Tabernacle), until G-d pointed 'with a finger'...
e "And this is the creation of the menorah, a unit (mikshah) of gold", as if to say, "How hard (mah kashah) this

is to create!"

e For Moshe strained a great deal with it, and when it was difficult, Gd told Moshe, "Take a a measure of gold
and throw it into the fire." He took it out, and the menorah was made on its own, as the verse says, "And its
discs and its flowers, its goblets and its branches were from it."

e He struck it with a hammer, and the menorah was made on its own. Therefore it says mikshah teiaseh full
(meaning "it shall be made", as though written with a °), instead of saying faaseh (meaning "you shall make",
written without a ), meaning, it was made on its own.

e Moshe took the measure [of gold] and threw it into the fire. Moshe said, "Master of the Universe! The measure
is in the fire, do as You willl" Immediately, the menorah emerged, properly formed. Thus it is written not, "As
Gd showed Moshe, so Moshe made the menorah," but rather, "so He made." Who made it Gd.




