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Our personal involvement

1. Baruch C. Cohen “The Ethics Of Using Medical Data From Nazi Experiments” 

The issue of whether to use the Nazi data is a smokescreen from the reality of human suffering. Instead of the word "data," I suggest that we replace it with an Auschwitz bar of soap. This horrible bar of soap is the remains of murdered Jews. The image sensitizes and personalizes our dilemma. Imagine the extreme feeling of discomfort, and the mortified look of horror upon discovering that one just showered with the remains of murdered Jews… Indeed, it is only with this enhanced sensitivity to the suffering that one can accurately deal with the Nazi "data."

2. ibid.
As part of their research, the EPA scientists analyzed how different doses of phosgene affected the lungs, particularly of the people living around the manufacturing plants that process the gas. They found that except for local irritation to the skin, eyes and upper respiratory tract, the lungs could be considered the target organ of phosgene gas. Even at intermediate and low concentrations, phosgene destroys enzymes in the lungs. This causes fluid build up, and can lead to death by "drowning."…

An experimental study on the acute toxicity of phosgene on humans was performed during World             War II… The Nazi phosgene data could have saved the lives of the residents who live near the manufacturing plant... Should the EPA have used the Nazi data or ignore it?…

Upon learning of the draft study's references to the Nazi data, former EPA Chief Administrator Lee Thomas decided that the agency should not use the data. Thomas' decision came after he received a letter signed by twenty-two EPA scientists protesting the use of the Nazi data. Thomas' knee-jerk reaction to the prospects of the Nazi data's use is typical, but unprofessional, especially when human lives are at stake. The Nazi data could be critical to saving known victim's lives.

How do we determine “Jewish” Ethics?

3. Eleanor Singer, “Ethics and Editors” Hastings Center Report April 1980. 10:2 pg. 24

It is nonsense to talk about `enforcing ethical standards,' as though these were clear and agreed-upon…whose ethics are to be adopted as a standard?
4. Commentary of Rashi to Berachot 10b שגנז ספר הרפואות
So that people would pray for mercy.

5. Talmud, Sanhedrin 17a

We do not seat a Judge in the Sanhedrin unless he can argue, from biblical sources, that a sheretz is pure.

The Jewish Bioethical Issues

Healing via murder vs. encouraging murder
6. Dr. Kristine Moe, "Should the Nazi research data be cited?" Hastings Center Report 1984 14:6 pg. 5-7

Nor, however, should we let the inhumanity of such experiments blind us to the possibility that some "good" may be salvaged from the ashes.

7. Talmud, Pesachim 28a

Everything may be used for healing, except idolatry, sexual immorality and murder.

8. Commentary of Rambam to Mishnah Pesachim, Chapter 4

There are practices that Gd has forbidden, but that one may study and analyze, for Gd only said, “Do not learn to practice them,” and our tradition-based understanding, recorded in the Talmud in Sanhedrin 68, is that one may learn in order to analyze and teach. However, when people destroyed their path and began to cure themselves through these means, he removed the practices and hid them away.

Benefit from a corpse
9. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 29b

One may not benefit from a corpse. How do I know this? From a biblical link between the burial of Miriam and the Eglah Arufah.

10. Talmud, Nedarim 47b-48a

If a person vows not to benefit from another person…he is prohibited from benefitting from the common property of that town, including…texts.

11. Talmud, Niddah 30b
Cleopatra, Queen of Alexandria, once had some maids who were up for execution. She checked and found that both the male and female fetuses inside them were formed by Day 41…

But perhaps those who were pregnant with female fetuses had become pregnant 40 days before the others! No - she gave them an abortive poison before the experiment.

12. Talmud, Nazir 52a

Once, a box of bones was brought to the synagogue of the tarsiyyim, and they left it out in the open air. Thaddeus the doctor and the other doctors came, and declared, “This does not contain a [complete] spine from a single corpse.”
Encouraging future unethical research
13. R’ J. David Bleich “Scientific Data Obtained Through Immoral Means” Contemporary Halakhic Problems Vol. 4 pp. 218-236

Paradoxically, it is precisely because the Nazi experimentation - or the notorious Tuskegee syphilis studies - were so bestial that citation of data yielded by those studies will not serve as an impetus for the repetition of those horrendous practices. Nor is refusal to cite those results likely to serve as a deterrent to a diabolically inclined madman.

Do we become the partners of those scientists?
14. Dr. Henry Beecher “Ethics and Clinical Research” New England Journal of Medicine June 1966 pp. 1354-1360

This loss, it seems, would be less important than the far reaching moral loss to medicine if the data were to be published.

Further Web Resources

The Ethics Of Using Medical Data From Nazi Experiments www.jlaw.com/Articles/NaziMedEx.html

Holocaust On Trial: Should they be used? www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/holocaust/experi01_no.html

Unethically Obtained Data: Publish or Reject? www.stanford.edu/group/STS/techne4.shtml

War Crimes and Medical Science  bmj.com/archive/7070e1.htm 

Commentary www.the-scientist.com/yr1989/jan/comm_890109.html

