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Overall structure

On the matter of nevuah in Tehillim, and when it was written – Ibn Ezra, and another Hakdamah
Breakup of the perek

1-6: The Elements – Light, heavens, water, fire, wind, earth

7-12: Bodies of water, land

13-18: Fruit, vegetables, trees, birds, mountain animals

19-24: Sun, moon, day & night

25-26: The sea and its contents

27-30: Natural renewal

31-35: Gd’s joy in the world, our joy in Gd

Parallels to the order of briat haolam, but with divergences

Poetic patterns – Content

Changes of person and tense (104:1)

Chorus at start and finish, echoed in the middle (104:1, 104:24, 104:31, 104:35)

Specific patterns in the description of nature

From general to specific (104:11, 104:16, 104:17)

Cornucopia of contrasts (104:8, 104:9, 104:10, 104:18, 104:21/23)

Poetic patterns - Style

Regulated meter and rhythm (104:3, 104:15)

Rhyme (104:2, 104:7)

Chiasmus (104:15)

Poetic synonyms (but note Malbim 104:7 and 104:14)

Philosophical themes
Perceiving HaShem’s greatness
HaShem’s treatment of His creations


Dwarfing nature (104:1, 104:2, 104:3, 104:5)


Setting limits (104:8-10, 104:19-22)


Attention to their needs (104:4, 104:14-15, 104:20, 104:21, 104:27-30)
Complexity of nature’s interlocking relationships


Symbiosis (104:10-12, 104:16-17)


HaShem’s creatures serve Him


Man is part of nature (104:14-15, 104:23, 104:26)


Angels (104:4)
Death is part of HaShem’s plan


Death as wihtdrawal of support, or punishment (104:29-35)


Death serves HaShem’s glory (Malbim to 104:31)


Eschatology (104:30-35)
The moral of the story (104:35)


Outgrowth of describing death


Bakashah to go with neder (Daat Mikra)


Turning appreciation of nature into a religious experience

Sources

1. Malbim to Tehillim 104:1
אחר שברך את ה' על הנהגת הנפש וההשגחה הנראה בזה, בא לברך על כלל הבריאה
After he blessed Hashem for the guidance of the soul and the visible supervision involved, he came to bless for Creation in general.
2. Ibn Ezra to Tehillim 104:1

ובמזמור הזה יספר מעשה בראשית והחל מהאור כי הוא ההוה בתחלה ואח"כ השמים והארץ והדשאים והמאורות ודגי הים וחית השדה והאדם.

In this psalm he tells the deeds of Creation, starting from Light which came into existence first, and then the heavens and earth and grasses and luminaries and fish of the sea and animals of the field and Man. 
3. Malbim to Tehillim 104:7
הנס נס מן הדבר ע"י הכרח, והנחפז נחפז אל הדבר מפני שרצונו בדבר ההוא
One who is nas, flees from something by force. One who is nechpaz rushes to something because of his desire for it.
4. Radak to Tehillim 104:1
ואמר ברכי נפשי כי אין בתחתונים מי שידע לברך אלא נפש האדם המשכלת
And he said, ‘Bless, my soul,’ because there is nothing in the lower realm that knows to bless, other than the insightful soul of Man.
5. Radak to Tehillim 104:1
גדלת-  ממעשיך אנו מבינים כי גדלת מאד
From Your deeds we comprehend that You are so great.
6. Radak to Tehillim 104:20
עתה זכר תועלת הלילה ותשומת החשך היא שקיעת האור
Now he mentioned the benefit of night, and the placement of darkness with the sinking of the light
7. Radak to Tehillim 104:4
הרוחות הנושבות הם מלאכיו שלוחיו כי אין דבר במקרה אלא הכל בכוונת המכוין
The winds that blow are His malachim, His emissaries, for nothing is happenstance; all is with the intent of the Intender.
8. Malbim to Tehillim 104:31
שאם היו האישים קיימים תמיד לא היה ניכר כבודו מצד היותו מחדש ובורא, והיו ממרים כבודו בחשבם שהם קדמונים וקיימים בעצמם, אבל ע"י המיתה כולם מכירים את יוצרם ומכבדים אותו
Were entities to live eternally, Gd’s glory would not be visible as the Creator who creates anew. People would rebel against His glory, thinking that they were first and remain alive on their own. Via death, all recognize their Creator, and honor Him.
9. Radak to Tehillim 104:30
לפי אמונתנו אנחנו זרע ישראל המחזיקים באמונתנו יהיו הנפשות חוזרות אל החומר הראשון אשר יצאו ממנו לזמן תחיית המתים אשר יצאו ממנו לזמן תחיית המתים אשר יעדנו בו הקל יתברך ויהיה זה על דרך נס ופלא ולא כפי הטבע. על זה אמר תשלח רוחך יבראון ותחדש פני האדמה

According to our belief, we, the children of Israel, hold within our beliefs that the souls will return to the original matter from which they departed. This will occur at the time of the resurrection of the dead, of which HaShem informed us.
This will occur miraculously and wondrously, and not in the manner of nature. Regarding this it is written, 'You will send forth Your spirit and they will be created, and renewed upon the face of the earth.'
10. Malbim to Tehillim 104:35
שהגם שימצאו עוד חטאים שיחטאו מצד התאוה והיצר לא ימצאו מרשיעים בזדון לב כי יכירו משפטי ה' וייראו מלהרשיע
Granted that sins will still be found, in that people will sin out of desire and the yetzer, they will not commit intentional wickedness, for they will recognize the laws of Gd and will be afraid to commit wickedness.

Tehillim 104

Bless HaShem, O my soul.
O HaShem, my Gd, You are very great;
You are clothed with glory and majesty. 

You cover Yourself with light as with a garment,
You stretch out the heavens like a curtain; 

You lay the beams of Your upper chambers in the waters,
You make the clouds Your chariot,
You walk upon the wings of the wind; 

You make winds Your messengers,
the flaming fire Your ministers. 

You did establish the earth upon its foundations,
that it should not be moved for ever and ever; 

You did cover it with the deep as with a garment;
the waters stood above the mountains. 

At Your rebuke they fled,
at the voice of Your thunder they hastened away-- 

The mountains rose,
the valleys sank down,

to the place which You had founded for them; 

You set a bound which they should not pass over,
that they might not return to cover the earth. 

You send forth springs into the valleys;
they run between the mountains; 

They give drink to every beast of the field,
the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 

Beside them dwell the fowl of the heaven,
from among the branches they sing. 

You water the mountains from Your upper chambers;
the earth is full of the fruit of Your works. 

You cause the grass to spring up for the cattle,
and herb for the service of man;
to bring forth bread out of the earth, 

And wine that makes glad the heart of man,
making the face brighter than oil,
and bread that stays man's heart. 

The trees of HaShem have their fill,
the cedars of Lebanon, which He has planted; 

Wherein the birds make their nests;
as for the stork, the fir-trees are her house. 

The high mountains are for the wild goats;
the rocks are a refuge for the conies. 

You appointed the moon for seasons;
the sun knows his going down. 

You make darkness, and it is night,
wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth.

The young lions roar after their prey,
and seek their food from Gd.
The sun arises, they slink away, and couch in their dens.
Man goes forth to his work and to his labour until the evening.
How manifold are Your works, O HaShem!
In wisdom have You made them all;
the earth is full of Your creatures.
Yonder sea, great and wide,
therein are creeping things innumerable,
living creatures, both small and great.
There go the ships;
There is leviathan,
whom You have formed to sport therein.
All of them wait for You,
that You may give them their food in due season.
You give it to them,
they gather it;
You open Your hand,
they are satisfied with good.
You hide Your face,
they vanish;
You withdraw their breath,
they perish,
and return to their dust.
You send forth Your spirit,
they are created;
and You renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of HaShem endure for ever;
let HaShem rejoice in His works!
Who looks on the earth,
and it trembles;

He touches the mountains,
and they smoke.
I will sing to HaShem as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my Gd while I have any being.
Let my musing be sweet to Him;
as for me, I will rejoice in HaShem.
Let sinners cease out of the earth,
and let the wicked be no more.
Bless HaShem, O my soul.
Hallelu-kah. 
