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Setting up our midrash
1. Bereishit 6:16

.....

You shall make a tzohar for the boat, and to an ama#h you shall make the boat terminate above, and you shall place
the entrance of the boat in its side. Lower, second and third levels you shall make it.

2. Bereishit 8:6
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And at the end of forty days, and Noach opened the window of the boat he had made.

3. Bereishit 8:22
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For the rest of the days of the land, planting and harvest and cold and heat and summer and winter and day and
night shall not cease.

4. lllumination A — 2YIY — NS — RO — Y

Our midrash
5. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:12
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"You shall make a tzohar for the boat"

e Rabbi Chunyah, Rabbi Pinchas, Rabbi Chanin and Rabbi Hoshia did not debate. Rabbi Abba bar Kahana
and Rabbi Levi debated:

o Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said: A window.
o Rabbi Levi said: Gems.

e Rabbi Pinchas cited Rabbi Levi: For all twelve months that Noach was in the boat, he needed neither the light
of the Sun by day nor the light of the Moon by night; rather, he had a gem that he suspended. When the gem
dimmed he knew it was day, and when it glowed he knew it was night.

e Rabbi Huna said: We were fleeing soldiers in a cave in Tiberias, and we had lamps. When they were dim we
knew it was day, and when they glowed we knew it was night.

6. The light of a gem
e Dispersion - http://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/dispersion-chart.php
e Fluorescence - http://geology.com/articles/fluorescent-minerals/
e Aventurescence - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aventurescence



http://geology.com/articles/fluorescent-minerals/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aventurescence

7. Rabbeinu Bechayye (13 century Spain) to Shemot 28:15
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This is the carbuncle; it is called bareket because it shines like lightning (barak) and illuminates like a lamp. And so the

Aramaic commentary says barkan. This is the stone that Noach hung in the boat, in Bereishit 6:16, "You shall make a

tzohar for the boat".

8. The  Natural  History of Pliny, Vol. 6, pg. 420 (Bostock and Riley edition)
http://books.google.ca/books2id=9zwZAAAAYAA]

Not unlike sardonyx, too, is sarda... but before passing on to it, we must first take some notice of all those precious

stones which have a brilliancy like that of flame.

In the first rank among these is carbunculus, so called from its resemblance to fire... In the male varieties too, we see

some in which the fire is clearer than in others; while some, again, are of a darker hue, or else have their brilliancy

more deeply seated, and shine with a more powerful lustre than others when viewed in the sun.

9. Why might tzohar be a gemstone?

e Rain
o 6:16
o 86

o 8:22

10. Talmud Yerushalmi, Pesachim 1:1
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Even in a house filled with light, even by day, one must search [for chametz] with the light of a lamp... As Rabbi Acha

bar Zeira said: When Noach entered the boat he brought with him precious stones and gems, and when they were

dim he knew it was day, and when they shone he knew it was night. Why2 Some animals eat during the day and

some animals eat at night.

But it says, "You shall make a #zohar for the boat"2 This is within the view that the constellations did not serve during

the year of the Flood.

An interesting postscript

11. Rabbeinu Bechayye (13 century Spain) to Shemot 28:15
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He assigned it to Levi because the tribe of Levi illuminates with Torah, as in Devarim 33:10, "They will teach Your

statutes to Yaakov, and Your Torah to Israel." And when Moshe — who was of the tribe of Levi — was born, the house

was filled with light, and regarding him Shemot 34:29 says, "The skin of his face shone." And Kohelet 8:1 says, "A

person's wisdom illuminates his face."...

Summary
Message: The word #zohar is odd, especially since we identify a window as chalon in 8:6
Methods: Window is the default, but logic and text drive us to seek another illuminative source

Moral: None, but we can learn one here anyway



