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2:2-7 Rachav saves the spies
1. Abarbanel to Yehoshua, pg. 21
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"Who came to you" for znut, "who came to your home" to seek lodging.

2. Rashi to Yehoshua 2:4
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Some verses speak of the many as one, because she rushed to hide them, and she did it in a narrow place as though
they were one.
Midrash Tanchuma says they were Pinchas and Kalev, and Pinchas stood before them without them seeing him, like a
malach.
Alternatively, "She hid him" each one separately. We have similar verses...

3. Rabbi Levi ben Gershon to Joshua 4:20, Lessons 7 and 8
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One who wishes to save someone from an aggressor should pretend to desire that this person should fall into the

hands of the aggressor... The aggressor will depend upon him, and so he may be able to save the victim... One who

wishes to save someone in this way should be careful not to lie...

4. The two acts of hiding, per Abarbanel
2:3  They call from the street

2:4  She hides the spies
2:6  She hides the spies in better locations

5. The closing gate, per Abarbanel
e The gate of her home; she pretends she was closing it in 2:5, and she closes it in 2:7 to prevent discovery
o The gate of the city; she rebukes the guards in 2:5 for leaving it open, and in 2:7 they close it

2:8-14 Rachav negotiates

6. Abarbanel's read of Rachav's message

Gd has given you the land Yam Suf

The leaders are terrified What you did to the Emorite kings
The people are terrified You destroyed their property

7. Heaven and earth Devarim 4:39; Melachim | 8:23

8. Radak to 2:12
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The chesed is the good that one person does with another, without reward. She performed chesed with them in hiding

them, for they had not done any good for her until then. Therefore she said to them, "You shall also perform chesed

with my father's house," and not "with me", for keeping her alive was emet, an obligation for them, as she had kept

them alive.



9. Tosafot Megilah 14b 935387
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This is difficult; how did he [Yehoshua] marry her? Yevamot 76a says that even should Canaanites convert, they could

not marry in! It must be that she was not of the seven nations. She was from another nation, and she came to live

there.

2:15-21 Round two of negotiations
10. Talmud, Zevachim 116b
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She converted at the age of fifty, saying, "May it all be forgiven in exchange for the rope, the window and the flax."

11. Abarbanel pg. 23
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It was in her great wisdom that she marked a period of three days for the return of the pursuers, and so it was.

12. Midrash, Sifri Devarim 22
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This tells us that Divine Inspiration rested upon her. Had Divine Inspiration not rested upon her, how would she have
known that they would return after three days?

13. Midrash Mishlei 31:40
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"She does not fear for her household from snow, for her entire household is clothed in red wool." This is Rachav the

zonah. When Israel came to destroy Yericho, she was not afraid, for they had given her a sign, "the red string".

14. Abarbanel pg. 23
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| think that this is saying that with her great intelligence, she did not wait fo tie the red string at the time of the war and

necessity. At that point, the residents of her city would notice the change and kill her. Therefore, from that time onward

she tied the red string on the window.

15. Ralbag to Yehoshua 8:29, Lesson 10
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One should not cheat anyone of their reward; reward must be paid for every good deed. Thus Yehoshua instructed

that Rachav and her household be kept alive, and he explained that this was because she had hid the spies sent by

Yehoshua. He did not say it was because of the oath of the spies...



