Bereishit Rabbah 31:8 — Make a Boat for Yourself
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The question in our midrash
1. Bereishit 6:14
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14Make for yourself a boat of gopher wood, residences you shall make [upon] the boat...

2. Bamidbar 21:5-9
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SAnd the nation spoke regarding Gd and Moshe: Why did they take us out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For
there is no bread and there is no water, and our spirits are revolted by this light bread.
6And Gd sent seraph serpents among the nation, and they bit the nation, and a great many of Israel died.
7And the nation came to Moshe and they said: We have sinned, for we spoke regarding Gd and regarding you. Pray
to Gd, and He will remove the serpent from us. And Moshe prayed on behalf of the nation.
8And Gd said to Moshe: Make for yourself a seragph and place it on a pole, and all who are bitten will see it and live.
?And Moshe made a copper serpent and he placed it on a pole. If a serpent bit a person, he looked to the copper
serpent and lived.

3. Mishnah Rosh haShanah 3:8
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Does a serpent kill or cause life2 But when Israel looked heavenward and bound their hearts to their Father in Heaven,

they were healed, and if not then they perished.

4. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:8a
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"Make for yourself a boat of gopher wood"
Rabbi Issi said: This language of "Make for yourself" appears in four places. In three places it is explained, and in
one it is not explained:
e "Make for yourself a boat of [gopher wood] etc." Rabbi Natan said: A boat of kardun wood.
e Joshua 5:2 "Make for yourself blades of stones" is explained: blades of stones.
e Bamidbar 10:2 "Make for yourself two trumpets of silver" is explained.
e Bamidbar 21:8 "Make for yourself a sergph" is not explained.

5. Yirmiyahu 27:2
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So declared Gd to me: Make for yourself reins and poles, and place them upon your neck.
6. Yechezkel 12:3
L OPPYY 0RP 793 7793 22 77 AY ORI 7AK)
And you, son of man, make implements of exile for yourself, and be exiled by day, before their eyes...

7. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra to Bamidbar 21:8
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"Make for yourself" the form of a serpent, "a sergph" of copper, for so it was written.



The answer in our midrash: Paronomasial
8. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:8b
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Rabbi Yudin cited Rabbi Eivo: "A wise person will listen and take instruction (Mishlei 1:5)" is Moshe. Gd told Moshe
"Make for yourself a seraph," and did not explain.

e [Moshe] said: If | would make it of gold, the term for one would not flow into the term for the other. If | would
make it of silver, the term for one would not flow into the term for the other. | will make it of copper alloy
[nechoshel], language flowing into language, as Bamidbar 21:9 says, "And Moshe made nechash
nechoshet."

e From here we see that the Torah was given in the sacred tongue.

9. Mishlei 1:5-7
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A wise person will listen and take instruction, and an understanding person will acquire deep understandings. ¢To
understand proverb and allegory, the words of the wise and their riddles. “Reverence for Gd is the beginning of
knowledge; wisdom and guidance are rejected by fools.

An outgrowth of our midrash

10. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 18:4
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"To this shall be called /shah, because from /sh she was drawn." From this we see that Torah was given in the sacred

tongue. Rabbi Pinchas and Rabbi Chilkiyah cited Rabbi Simon: As Torah was given in the sacred tongue, so the world

was created with the sacred tongue...

11. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 17:4
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He passed them before Adam and said to him, "What is this one's name2" He said, "This is a shor," "This is a
chamor," "This is a sus," and "This is a gamal."

12.Talmud, Shabbat 104a
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Gimel Dalet— Gemol dalim [Give to the impoverished]. Why is the leg of the gime/ extended to the dale® For it is the
way of one who performs kindness to pursue the impoverished.

13. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:8¢
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Rabbi Pinchas and Rabbi Chizkiyah cited Rabbi Simon: Just as the Torah was given in the sacred tongue, so the world

was created with the sacred tongue. Have you ever heard gini ginya, anthropi anthropia, gavra gavrafa? But ish

ishah — why? Because one term flows into the other term.

14.Rabbi Yehudah halevi, Kuzari 2:67-68
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67The Kuzar said: Is Hebrew greater than Arabic? It is more perfect and broad, we see this with our own eyes.
68The habr said: What befell her bearers has also befallen her; she was been impoverished in their poverty, and she
has become narrow in their shrunken state. But she herself is the greatest of tongues, by tradition as well as logic...



