Bereishit Rabbah 31:7 — Destroying the Land
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Why destroy the land with humanity?
1. Bereishit 6:11-13
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11And the land was corrupted before Gd, and the land was filled with chamas.
12And Gd saw that the land was corrupted, for all flesh had corrupted its path upon the land.
13And Gd declared to Noach: The end [punishment] of all flesh has come before Me, for the land is filled with
chamas due to them. Behold, | will destroy them with the land.

2. Bereishit 1:11, 1:28, 1:29
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11And Gd said: The land shall produce vegetation, grass which produces seed, fruit trees producing fruit according to
its kind, with its seed in it, upon the land. And it was so...
28And Gd blessed them, and Gd said to them: Bear fruit and multiply and fill the land and conquer it, and reign over
the fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and all of the beasts that roam the earth.
29And Gd said: Behold, | have given you all of the seed-producing grass upon the face of the entire earth, and all of
the trees which produce fruit with seeds shall be for you to eat.

Three views of why the land is destroyed

3. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 28:8
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Rabbi Azaryah cited Rabbi Yehudah bar Simon: Everything corrupted its deeds in the generation of the Flood. The

dog went to the wolf, the rooster went to the peacock, and thus Bereishit 6:12 says "for all flesh had corrupted”. It

does not say "all of Man had corrupted", but "for all flesh had corrupted.”

Rabbi Luliani bar Tavrin cited Rabbi Yitzchak: Even the land strayed; they planted wheat and it produced an

alternative zunin form of wheat. Our great zunin are from the generation of the flood.

4. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:7
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"Behold, | will destroy them with the land."
Rav Huna and Rabbi Yirmiyah citing Rav Kahana bar Malchiya: Even the three handbreadths of earth that the plow
affects were dissolved.
e This may be compared to a prince who has a tutor; when he acts badly, his tutor is struck.
e And fo a prince who has a nursemaid; when he acts badly, his nursemaid is struck.
So Gd declared: "Behold, | will destroy them with the land," | will destroy them, and | will destroy the land with them.



5. Bereishit 3:17-19
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17...The land is cursed for you; you shall eat it with strain all of the days of your life. 18And it shall produce thorns and

nettles for you, and you shall eat the grass of the field. ?You shall eat bread by the sweat of your brow until you

return to the land...
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Summary
Message: 6:13 indicates a decision to punish the land for its failures

Methods: Study the relationship between Man and Land, through allegory

Moral: Destruction is not brought without cause



