Living Midrash: Bereishit Rabbah 1:4 — Before Creation, there must be Man
R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

Introduction
1. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:4 — Part 1
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"In the beginning, Gd created" - Six things preceded creation of the world; some of them were created, some were
planned for creation:
Torah and the Throne of Glory were created:
Torah, from Proverbs 8:22, "Gd formed me, the first of His path."
The Throne of Glory, from Psalms 93:2, "Your throne was founded from then."
The Ancestors, Israel, the Temple and the Name of Mashiach were planned for creation:
The Ancestors — Hosheia 9:10 - "Like grapes, in the wilderness [l found Israel; like a first fig, at its beginning,
| saw your ancestors. They came to Baal Pe'or and separated themselves for shame and were repellent like
that which they loved.]"
Israel — Psalms 74:2 — "Remember Your nation, You formed in the beginning."
The Temple — Jeremiah 17:12 — "The Throne of Glory, elevated from the start."
Name of Mashiach - Psalms 72:17 - "May his name be forever [from before the Sun his name grew]."
Rav Ahavah son of R' Zeira said: Repentance was also created, from Psalms 90:2 — "Before mountains were born"
and then "You reduce Man to contrition [and You say: Repent, sons of Man!]"

2. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:4 — Part 2
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But | would not know which was first; was Torah before the Throne of Glory, or the Throne of Glory before the Torah?
R' Abba bar Kahana said: Torah preceded the Throne of Glory. Proverbs 8:22 says, "Gd formed me, the first of His
path [before His creations from then]", before the one regarding which Psalms 93:2 says, "Your throne was founded
from then."
R' Huna and R' Yirmiyah said in the name of R' Shemuel bar R' Yitzchak: The thought of Israel preceded all. This may
be compared to a king who married a matron and did not have a son from her. Once the king was in the market, and
he said, "Take this ink and quill to my son." All said, "He has no son, and yet he says, 'Take this ink and quill to my
son'? Had he not seen that he would have a son from her, he would not have said, 'Take this ink and quill to my
son."" So, too, had Gd not seen that Israel would receive the Torah after 26 generations, He would not have written in
the Torah, "Instruct the Children of Israel," "Speak to the Children of Israel."

3. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:4 - Part 3
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R' Benai said: This world and all in it were created only in the merit of Torah, from Proverbs 3:19 - "Gd founded the
land with wisdom."
R' Berechiah said: In the merit of Moshe, from Deuteronomy 33:21 — "And he chose the first for himself [for there the
portion of the lawgiver was hidden]."
R' Huna said in the name of R' Matnah: The world was created in the merit of three things: Challah-tithe, produce-
tithes and first fruits. Why?
"In reishit Gd created," and reishitis only the Challah-ithe, as in Numbers 15:20, "Reishit of your dough."
Reishitis only the produce-ithes as in Deuteronomy 18:4, "Reishit of your grain."
Reishitis only the first fruits as in Exodus 23:19, "Re/shit the first of your land, efc."

Understanding our midrash

4. Our list of 6, based on their biblical citations
Torah Blueprint of the universe

Divine Throne Control, majesty

Ancestors The Desert Generation

Israel The on-going nation

Beit haMikdash A place to honour Gd

Name of Mashiach  His soul?

Repentance Willingness to accept repentance

5. Talmud, Nedarim 39b
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Seven items were created before the universe: Torah, Repentance, Garden of Eden, Gehennom, the Throne of Glory,
the Temple and the name of Mashiach.

6. Focus: The human relationship with Gd
e Why our liste
e What does Repentance add?
e What is the lesson of our order?
e What is the special merit of the items in Part 32

7. Pirkei Avot 1:2
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Shimon the Righteous was of the remnant of the Great Assembly. He said: The world stands on three things: Torah,
Service of Gd and Generosity.

Additional interesting notes
8. Talmud, Succah 49a
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They learned in the yeshiva of R' Yishmael: Bereishit — Do not read it as N*W&12 but as MW 872 - He created the
channel. R' Yosi said: Hollow channels descended [from the altar] to the depths.

9. Tehillim 89:3
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