Living Midrash: Bereishit Rabbah 1:8-9 — The Ingredients of Creation

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

1:8 The building blocks of Creation
1. Mishlei 8:22-23
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HaShem formed me, the first of His path, before His works from then. From eternity | was selected; from the beginning,
from before the land.

2. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:8
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R' Yehoshua ben Levi cited R' Levi: One who builds requires six things: Water, dirt, wood, stone, reeds and iron. If
you will posit a wealthy person who does not need reeds, he still needs a measuring stick, as in Yechezkel 40:3, "He
held a rope of flax in his hand, and a measuring stick." So, too, the Torah preceded them with six precedents:
"before", "from then", "from eternity", "from the beginning", and "from before" is two, in the portion of "HaShem
formed me".

3. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:4 - Part 1
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"In the beginning, Gd created" - Six things preceded creation of the world; some of them were created, some were
planned for creation: Torah and the Throne of Glory were created... The Ancestors, Israel, the Temple and the Name
of Mashiach were planned for creation... Rav Ahavah son of R' Zeira said: Repentance was also created, from Psalms
90:2 - "Before mountains were born" and then "You reduce Man to contrition [and You say: Repent, sons of Man!]"

4. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:4 — Part 3
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R' Benai said: This world and all in it were created only in the merit of Torah, from Proverbs 3:19 - "Gd founded the
land with wisdom."
R' Berechiah said: In the merit of Moshe, from Deuteronomy 33:21 - "And he chose the first for himself [for there the
portion of the lawgiver was hidden]."
R' Huna said in the name of R' Matnah: The world was created in the merit of three things: Challah-tithe, produce-
tithes and first fruits...

1:9  Was something here firste
5. Bereishit 1:1-2
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In the beginning, Gd created the heavens and the earth. And the earth was foAv and bohu, and darkness was on the
face of the depths, and the spirit of Gd floated on the face of the water.




6. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:9
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A philosopher challenged Rabban Gamliel: Your Gd is a great artist, but He found good dyes which assisted Him:
Tohu, bohu, darkness, wind, water and the depths!
Rabban Gamliel replied: May that man's spirit blow! "Creation" is recorded for each of those:

e Johuand bohu - Yeshayah 45:7 — "He makes peace and creates evil."

o Darkness - Yeshayah 45:7 — "He forms light and creates darkness."

e Water — Tehillim 148:4 - "Praise Him, the heights of the heavens and the water," why2 "For He commanded,

and they were created."
e Wind - Amos 4:13 - "For He is the former of mountains and creator of wind."
o Depths — Mishlei 8:24 — "When there were no depths, | was birthed."

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:5 - Part 3
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Normally, if a flesh and blood king were to build a palace in a place of sewers, trash and decomposition, wouldn't it

be degrading [the palace] if someone said, "This palace is built in a place of sweers, trash and decomposition"?2 So,

too, isn't one degrading [Creation] when he says, "This world was created from fohuv and bohu"2 This is shocking!

R' Huna cited Bar Kappara: Were it not written, one could not say it: "In the beginning, Gd created" — from where?

"And the land was fohu and bohu."

8. R' Shemuel Yafeh Ashkenazi, Yefeh Toar to Bereishit Rabbah 1:9
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"Ra" is only fohu and bohu, which are true "ra", absence of existence.

9. R' Shemuel Yafeh Ashkenazi, Yefeh Mareh, cited in Maharsha to Chagigah 16a
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The Yefeh Mareh wrote: This is difficult... What degradation is he performing to Divine honour? Just the opposite, it is
His strength, producing from absolute absence! It appears to be as Ramban said, that fohu is the first material, which
the Greeks termed Hylean... One who says that the world was created from fohu and bohu degrades by explaining
that which the Torah only hinted. It is appropriate to assign to Gd only that He created things in their complete state,
without deficiency, for this is not His honour, for the Hylean exists in the abstract, not in independent form...



