Living Midrash: Bereishit Rabbah 1:7 — Polytheistic Torah?

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

Trigger pesukim

1. Tehillim 119:153-160
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153See my poverty and release me, for | have not forgotten Your Torah. 194Fight my battles and redeem me; for the
sake of Your statements, give me life.

155Salvation is far from the wicked, for they have not sought Your laws. 1°4Your mercies are great, Gd; in
accordance with Your justice, give me life.

157Many are my pursuers and enemies; | have not strayed from Your festimonies. 58| have seen traitors, and | fought
them because they did not observe Your statements. 159See that | have loved Your laws, Gd; in accordance with Your
generosity, give me life.

160The head of Your words is truth, and Your righteous laws endure forever.

What troubles us in these pesukim?@

2. Rashi to Tehillim 119:160

X9 ,720 WALW T°3 1712391 INRIT? 997 1R RWN K T2 77 KDY IR MAIRT WATWIW DR RITW WX 9Y 1337 7737 M0
NN RIAW 7927 WRA PORNAR LANIN X7 %N

The end of Your words demonstrated that the beginning was true. When the nations heard "I am your Gd", "You shall

not have the gods of others", "You shall not take My Name", they said, "All of this is for His benefit and glory." Then

they heard, "Honour your parents", "Do not kill", "Do not commit adultery", and admitted that the beginning was true,

too.

3. Radak to Tehillim 119:160
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At the beginning of the world... Or: As You instructed us at the start, that to understand Your uniqueness we would
need to guard all of Your righteous laws eternally, for they are as a ladder to ascend to know Your uniqueness.

The Midrash
4. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:7, Part 1

MR P9R T DOPRR XN MOWRA LR 12T WRA 09 W 1072 D9RND PR 1R L0 ARK 7727 WRA AND PR '
R' Yitzchak began: "The head of Your words is truth." R' Yitzchak said: From the beginning of Creation, the head of
Your words was truth. "In the beginning, Elokim created", "And HaShem Elokim [is] true."

5. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:7, Part 2
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"And Your righteous laws endure forever" — With every decree You issue upon Your creations, they accept the law as
just and accept it loyally.
No creature can say that two powers created the world, for it does not say, "And Elokim spoke [plural]" but "And
Elokim spoke [singular]", not "And Elokim said [plural]" but "And Elokim said [singular]", not "In the beginning,
Elokim created [plural]" but "In the beginning, Elokim created [singular]".

Lesson 1: The Torah begins by speaking truth
6. Talmud, Megilah 9a
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Gd placed counsel into each one's heart, and all of them came to the same idea, writing, "Elokim created"...




Lesson 2: The Torah teaches monotheism, which is truth / which promotes truth

7. Rashi, printed on Bereishit Rabbah 1:7
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From the beginning You spoke, writing, "He created" and not "They created". Therefore, they understand You are the

true Gd, and none may dispute and say there are two powers.

8. R' Yaakov Moshe Helin (Ashkenazy), Yedei Moshe to Bereishit Rabbah 1:7
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The Yefeh Toar explained that the midrash was bothered that the Torah did not say, "Gd created in the beginning,"
and so R' Yitzchak said, "From the beginning of Creation, the head of Your words was truth." It was fitting to start
with truth, and so He put "created" before "Elokim" because "created [singular]" corrects the lie of the heretics, and it
is appropriate to begin with truth. It [also] appears to me that because heretics say, "Your Gd was a good artist; He
found good dyes"... In truth, the Torah taught us, by saying "In the beginning", that Gd created those 'dyes'.

9. R' Shemuel Sarfaty, Imrei Yosher to Bereishit Rabbah 1:7
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You said "He created [singular]" and "Elokim" and "HaShem Elokim is true", and therefore Your righteous laws are

forever. They will not say that one power [of many] performed bad things, or "Woe to a nation which has many

officers."

The jury is still out
10.  Bereishit 1:26
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And Gd said: Let 'us' make Man

11.  Talmud, Sanhedrin 38b
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Rav: When Gd wished to create Man, He created a group of ministering malachim and
said, "Do you wish for us to make Man in our image?" They said, "Master of the Universe, what are his deeds2" He
replied, "Such and such." They said, "Master of the Universe, 'What is Man that You remember him, etc2" He
extended His finger among them and burned them.

12.  Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 8:3
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Whom did He consult2 R' Yehoshua cited R' Levi: The heavens and earth He had created... R' Shemuel bar Nachman

said: That which He had created each day... R' Ami said: His own mind.

13.  Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 8:8
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R' Shemuel bar Nachman cited R' Yonatan: When Moshe wrote the Torah he recorded the deeds of each day; When

he arrived at "And Gd said: Let Us make Man efc." he said, "Master of the Universel Why do You give heretics room

to challenge?!" Gd replied, "Write it; those who wish to err will err."



