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Introduction
1. Psalms 86:6-10 (loose translation)
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8Turn an ear, Gd, to my prayer, and listen to the voice of my pleadings. 7On the day of my trouble | will call You, for
You will answer me. 8There is none like You among the powerful beings, Gd, and there are no deeds like Yours.

?All of the nations You formed will come and bow before You, Gd, and honour Your Name, %for You are great and
You perform wonders; You are Gd alone.

2. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 1:3 (per edition of Eitz Yosef)
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"In the beginning, Gd created" — R' Tanchuma began: "For You are great and You perform wonders." R' Tanchum

said: If this barrel would have a hole the size of a needle's point, all of its air would escape. Man is formed of tubes
and tubes, holes and holes, and his air does not escape. Who does this? "You are Gd alone."

Alternatively: "For You are great and You perform wonders" — Normally, a flesh and blood king is praised in the land,
and the leaders of the land are praised with him for they carry his burden with him. Gd is not thus; He alone created
the universe, He alone is praised in the universe, He alone is glorified in His universe. R' Tanchuma said, "For You are
great and You perform wonders," Why?2 For "You are Gd alone," You created the universe alone.

When were the malachim created?

R' Yochanan said: The malachim were created on the second day, as it is written, "Who created a ceiling for His
heavens with water... He makes spirits His malachim."

R' Chanina said: The malachim were created on the fifth day, as it is written, "And the bird, flying (7913°) over the
land," and it is written, "And with two it would fly (7213)."

R' Lulyana bar Tavrin cited R' Yitzchak: According to both R' Chanina and R' Yochanan, all agree that nothing was
created on the first day, lest people say that Michael pulled the southern end of the heavens taut and Gavriel the
northern end, and Gd straightened the middle. Rather, "I am Gd, who made all, | extended the heavens alone, |
spread the earth Myself [’n&n]." It is written, "Who was with me ['n& *n]2" Who was My partner in creation of the
universe?

Understanding our midrash

What wonders cause the nations to bow?
e The uniqueness of Creation — "Only You can do it" — No one else could do this
e The aloneness of Creation — "Only You did it" — No angels

And these are included in "Bereishit bara Elokim"




Interesting notes

3. Midrash Tanchuma Toldot 17
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While Yaakov delayed, where was Esav all that time2 R' Yehoshua ben Levi said: He would trap prey and then a

malach would release it and chase it away... Gd said, "Yaakov does not know what miracles were performed for

him. When he left, Esav entered," as it is written... And so David said, "You are great and You perform wonders; You

are Gd alone." You know what miracles and wonders You perform for this person, and he does not know...

4. Rashi to Tehillim 86:10
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Before the malachim were created, the heavens and the earth were created. Therefore, all nations will honour Your
Name.

Creation of malachim

5. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 3:8
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"One day"... R' Yudin said: On that day Gd was alone in His world; there was none in His world but Him.

This is like R' Yochanan, and not R' Chanina. R' Yochanan said: The malachim were created on the second day, as it

is written, "Who created a ceiling for His heavens with water... He makes spirits His malachim." R' Chanina said: The

malachim were created on the fifth day, as it is written, "And the bird, flying (1913°) over the land," and it is written,

"And with two it would fly (7213)."

R' Lulyani bar Tavra'i cited R' Yitzchak: According to both R' Chanina and R' Yochanan, all agree that nothing was

created on the first day, lest people say that Michael pulled...

6. Rashi to Bereishit 1:5
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Why did it say "one"2 Because Gd was alone in His universe; the malachim were not created until the second day.

One last note = "Naaseh Adam"




