Living Midrash: The Akeidah Il = Bereishit Rabbah 56:7
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The Trigger Passage

1. Bereishit 22:11-12
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1TAnd a malach of G-d called to him from the heavens, saying, "Avraham, Avraham!" And he said, "Here | am."

12And He said, "Do not send your hand toward the youth, and do not commit anything upon him, for now | know that

you are in awe of G-d, and you have not withheld your son, your only one, from Me."

2. Questions
e What troubles us in the storyline?
e  What troubles us in the texte

The Midrash

3. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 56:7, Part | — A call for the generations

PRY N7 PR L,ITN 12 MR 29 12 WHR 1,177 PR 7207 DD ROA 937 010 ,0773R OTAR 2R 10 T IR 19K RPN
ORIMMWD 12 PRY NT PRI WD 12 PRY NT PRI 2PV 12 PRY T PRI 07280 12

And a malach of Gd called to him from the heavens, saying, "Avraham, Avraham!"

R' Chiyya taught: An expression of affection, an expression of urgency.

R' Eliezer ben Yaakov said: He addressed him and the generations. No generation lacks one like Avraham, and no

generation lacks one like Yaakov, and no generation lacks one like Moshe, and no generation lacks one like

Shemuel.

4. Bereishit 46:2
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And Gd said to Israel in visions of the night, and He said, "Yaakov, Yaakov!" And he said, "Here | am."

5. Shemot 3:4
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And HaShem saw that he had strayed to see, and Gd called to him from within the bush, and He said, "Moshe,
Moshe!" And he said, "Here | am."

6. Shemuel | 3:10
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And Gd came and stood and called as on previous occasions, "Shemuel, Shemuel!" And Shemuel said, "Speak, for
Your servant is listening."

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 56:7, Part Il — Atonement requires action
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"And He said, 'Do not send your hand." And where was the knife2 Three tears fell from the ministering malachim and
destroyed the knife.
He said: | will strangle him.
He replied: "Do not send your hand toward the youth."
He said: | will produce a drop of blood from him.
He replied: "Do not commit anything [11187] upon him," do not create a blemish [[7212] in him.



8. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 17:2
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Avraham said: Master of the Universe! | cannot descend from here without a korban!

Gd replied: Your korban has been prepared since the six days of Creation. "And Avraham raised his eyes..."

9. Talmud, Sanhedrin 4a
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There is no atonement in isolation.

10.  Talmud, Yoma 87a
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Is our mishnah [which rejects the repentance of someone who says, 'l will sin and | will repent'] against Rebbe? We

have learned, "Rebbe says: For every sin in the Torah, whether one repents or not, Yom Kippur atones!"

Even Rebbe would agree; depending upon this [eventual atonement] is different.

11.  Talmud, Yoma 53a
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"If one does not include maaleh ashan or one subtracts any ingredient, he is liable for death." Why is he not liable for

entering empty-handed? This is where he entered accidentally, but illegally burned the incense with knowledge.

12. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 56:7, Part Ill - What was the point?
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"For now | know" — Now | have informed all that you love Me.

13.  lyyov 38:12
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In all your days, have you ever commanded the morning, informing the dawn of its place?

14.  Sefer Chasidim 12
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The root of piety is fear, when one longs for that which is pleasant/pleasurable and he abandons his yetzer out of

fear of Gd. Not that he should fear punishment in the next world, and not that he should act to gain pleasure in this

world or the next, but that he should fear lest he be imperfect in his love of the blessed Creator, as it is written, "You

shall be complete with HaShem your Gd." This is what it means to be called, "Gd-fearing."

15.  Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 56:7, Part IV - Your son, your only one
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"And you did not withhold, efc." Lest you say that illnesses beyond one's own person are not illnesses, | consider this
for you as though | had told you to bring yourself, and you had not withheld.

16. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 17:2
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"Your only one" — This is your life, for the neshamah is called "only one", as in Psalms 22:21, "Save my life from the
sword, my only one from the dog."



