Bereishit Rabbah 30:8a — Complete Reward for a Complete Life
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BEIT MIDRASH

Our midrash
1. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 30:8a
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8"He was complete in his generations"
Bar Chitaya said: Whoever is called "complete" completed his years to the measure of a unit of seven.

Could someone please explain this?
2. Eitz Yosef to Bereishit Rabbah 30:8, building on work of other commentaries
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Regarding Noach it is stated, "Righteous, complete", Avraham (Bereishit 17:1) "And be complete," David (Samuel I
22:24) "And | was complete with Him."...
From the time of the flood until Noach's death, 350 years elapsed, or fifty times seven, all sevens. Avraham was
instructed in circumcision (Bereishit 17) when he was 99, and he lived to 175; this is 77 years, including Year 99.
David also lived 70 years, ten sevens.
They teach it via a pleonasm to Vayikra 23:15, "seven weeks, complete they shall be."
And seven is for the seven lands, the seven heavens, the seven constellations, which are the foundation of the
universe. Thus are the years of the righteous, who are the foundation of the world.

3. Matnot Kehunah to Bereishit Rabbah 30:8
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It appears to me that he completed his years to the day, until their completion, like the week is complete from Shabbat

to Shabbat. We never find that a part of the week is considered like the whole, as we find that a part of a day is like

the whole, or a part of the year was like the whole for those who died in the wilderness.



