Bereishit Rabbah 30:1-2 — A Tzaddik Makes the World Go Round
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1. Bereishit Rabbah 30:1-2
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"These are the generations of Noach; Noach was a righteous man, complete"
e This is the meaning of Mishlei 10:25, "When the storm passes, and there is no wicked person, and the
righteous person is an efernal foundation."
o "When the storm passes, and there is no wicked person" — This refers to the generation of the flood.
o "And the righteous person is an eternal foundation" — This refers to Noach.

e Mishlei 12:7: "Overturn the wicked and they will not exist, and the house of the righteous will stand."
o "Overturn the wicked and they will not exist" — This refers to the generation of the flood.
o "And the house of the righteous will stand" — This refers to Noach.

e Thus it says, "These are the generations [product] of Noach."

Alternatively: "These are the generations of Noach"
e Mishlei 14:11: "The house of the wicked will be destroyed, and the tent of the righteous will flower."
o "The house of the wicked will be destroyed" — This refers to the generation of the flood.
o "And the tent of the righteous will flower" — This refers to Noach.

2Alternatively: "These are the generations of Noach"
e lyyov 24:18: "He is swift upon the face of the water, their portion is cursed in the land, he will not turn to the
path of the vineyards."

o "He is swift upon the face of the water" — It was decreed that they would be destroyed with water.
"Their portion is cursed in the land" — As if to say: "May the One who punished the generation of the
flood." And why so much?

o "He will not turn to the path of the vineyards" — They intended nothing other than to plant vineyards.
But Noach intended otherwise, only to bear fruit and multiply in the world, and to produce children,
as it is written, "These are the generations [products] of Noach."



2. One question, three answers
e Question: What is the link between Noach's "generations" and his righteousness?
e Answer 1:
e Answer 2:
e Answer 3:

3. A deeper understanding
e Eternal foundation or Foundation of the world?
o A flowering tent
e Investing in the world

4. Talmud, Bava Metzia 47b-48a
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R' Shimon said: They have said that transferring a garment acquires a gold dinar, but transferring a gold dinar
doesn't acquire a garment. However, they have also said, 'The One who punished the generation of the flood, the
generation of the dispersion, the citizens of Sdom and Amorah, and Egypt at the sea, will also punish one who does
not stand by his word." Verbal commerce does not acquire, but the sages are not pleased with one who reneges.

5. Bereishit 9:20
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And Noach, man of the earth, began and planted a vineyard.

6. Rashi to Bereishit 9:20
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He made himself mundane, for he should have involved himself in another kind of planting first.



