Bereishit Rabbah 30:6 — Everyone faces judgment
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BEIT MIDRASH

The passage in question

1. Mishlei [Proverbs] 11:28-31
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280ne who trusts in his wealth will fall - but like a leaf, the righteous will flower.
290One who causes trouble in his house will inherit the wind, and the fool is a servant for the wise of heart.
30The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and one who is wise takes souls.
31Yes, the righteous will be paid back in the land; also, the wicked and the sinner.

2. Points to consider
e The tree of life
e The taking of souls
e Reward for the wicked

Our Midrash
3. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 30:6
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6"These are the generations of Noach"-
Thus it is written (Proverbs 11:30):
e "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life" — What are the fruits of the righteous? Mitzvot and good deed:s.
e "And one who is wise takes souls" — For he fed and supported for all twelve months in the ark.

Atter all of this praise (Proverbs 11:31):
e "Yes, the righteous will be paid back in the land" — He came to leave and was paid back.
This is remarkable! As Rav Huna said, citing Rabbi Eliezer, son of Rabbi Yosi haGlili: When Noach was
leaving the ark, a lion bit him and broke his bones. Noach was unsuited to bring offerings, and his son Shem
brought in his place.
e How much more so, "Also the wicked and the sinner" — the generation of the flood.

More questions: Punishment? Noach and the lion?
4. lbn Ezra to Mishlei [Proverbs] 11:31
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"He will be paid back in the land" — While he is still alive, Gd will pay him for his good deeds.
"Also" — The wicked will likewise be paid back for their [good] deeds before they die...

5. Yirmiyahu 18:20
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Will good be repaid with bad? For they have dug a pit for my life!



6. Mishlei 13:13
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One who scorns the message will be damaged by it, and one who reveres the command will be rewarded.

7. Tehillim [Psalms] 65:2
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And for You the vow will be fulfilled.

8. Bereishit 7:23
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And He destroyed all that lived upon the face of the land, from man to beast to crawling creature to bird of the
heavens, and they were destroyed from the earth. And only Noach, and those with him in the boat, remained.

9. Midrash Tanchuma Noach 14
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Rabbi Levi said: For all twelve months that Noach was in the boat, he did not sleep, neither him nor his children, for

they needed to feed the beasts... Rabbi Yochanan said, citing Rabbi Eliezer, son of Rabbi Yosi haGlili: Once Noach

delayed feeding the lion, and the lion bit him, and he left the boat limping, as Bereishit 7:23 says...

10. Bereishit 8:20
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And Noach built an altar to Gd, and he took from all of the kosher beasts and from all of the kosher birds, and he
brought burnt offerings on the altar.

11. Talmud, Ketuvot 66b-67a
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But Nakdimon ben Gurion was not philanthropic? We have learned, "They said regarding Nakdimon ben Gurion that
when he left his home for the study hall, they spread silks beneath him, and then paupers would come and fold them
up [and take them]!" If you want, one could suggest that he did it for his own honour. Alternatively, he didn't do as
much as was expected from him. As people say: According to the camel, the burden.

12.Talmud Yevamot 121b
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Gd is precise with His surroundings, to the width of a hair.



