Bereishit Rabbah 30:4-5 — Noach, Noach
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Our Midrash, Part 1
1. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 30:4

M1 m1 MTIN 9K’
.27 09212 WY 317 22w 17 W MW DO0Iw M 3 K170 02 RaK V"R
X277 0 AT 2w PO W "R ,'TAN 'man' 2000m R AR e
RN RO RTAR DR ©
X172 72 RAX 22T A'RT ©
2" PYA PARY WW 1WA 02w TRNIR DX X130 ANKY (0 NPwR1a)
J1WN AW DRVAYOW 1WA L7210 12Wwa Napn (ow) .
4"These are the generations of Noach, Noach"
Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said: Whenever a person's name is doubled, he has a portion in this world and the next.
e They challenged him: Bereishit 11:27 says "Terach, Terach," so does that mean he has a portion in this world
and the next?!
o He replied: This does not break the idea.
o AsR'Yudan cited R' Abba bar Kahana:
= Bereishit 15:15 says, "You [Avraham] will come to your ancestors in peace." He informed
Avraham that his father would have a portion in the next world.
= Bereishit 15:15 says, "You will be buried at a good age." He informed Avraham that
Yishmael would repent.

Is that what a doubled-name means?

2. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 56:7
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Rabbi Chiya taught: An expression of affection, an expression of urging.
Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov said: G-d spoke to him and [in the second mention of his name] to subsequent generations.
There is no generation which lacks an Avraham, there is no generation which lacks a Yaakov, there is no generation
which lacks a Moshe, and there is no generation which lacks a Shemuel.

Side notes: Terach and Yishmael
3. Midrash Tanchuma Shemot 15
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Our father Avraham did not die before he was informed of his father Terach's actions, that he had repented.

4. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 53:14
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The angels leapt to argue against [Yishmael's] survival, saying, 'Master of the Universe! You would provide a well for
this man who is going to murder Your children with thirste'
G-d replied: What is he now - righteous or wicked?
They said: Righteous.
He told them: | only judge a man based upon his moment! Rise, and take the youth...



5. Midrash, Vayyikra Rabbah 26:7
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R' Eivo said: The Torah teaches you proper conduct, that one should not travel with fewer than two escorts, lest he
ultimately become his servant's servant. Two people conducted themselves properly, Avraham and Shaul. Regarding
Avraham it says, 'And he woke early in the morning and took his two youths with him' — Who were they? Yishmael
and Eliezer. Regarding Shaul...

6. Talmud, Bava Batra 16b
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Yishmael repented during his father's lifetime, as it is written, 'And Yitzchak and Yishmael, his sons, buried him.'

[Placing Yitzchak first indicates that Yishmael showed respect to his righteous younger brother.]

But perhaps the Torah simply listed them based upon their wisdom [and, in fact, Yishmael showed no such respect to

Yitzchak]? If that were true, then [at Yitzchak's burial] why did the Torah say, 'And Esav and Yaakov, his sons, buried

hime' Why did it not list them based upon their wisdom?

Rather, from the fact that the text put Yitzchak first, Yishmael must have placed him first. We learn from here that he

repented during his father's lifetime.

Our Midrash, Part 2
7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 30:5

m 11 M7N X"
XOR "W 73 MTIN TR ROR 2017 XIP TR M KD L RAANR
, 079 RO™I D RA™1 e
,0°12% RIP1,MAR? XO™1 e
,D°INNNY R°1,0000099 X1 e
.27 070 ROV1,ITTIVA RO e
>"These are the generations of Noach, Noach"
This is perplexing! It needed to state only, "These are the generations of Noach, Shem!" But rather:
o Relief for him, relief for the world;
o Relief for ancestors, relief for descendants;
o Relief for the upper realms, relief for the lower realms;
o Relief for this world, relief for the next world.

8. Bereishit 5:29
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And he named him Noach, saying, "This will comfort us from our deeds and the strain of our hands, from the land

that Gd has cursed."

9. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 25:2
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When Gd created Adam the First and empowered him over all, the cow listened to the plowman and the furrow

listened to the plowman; when Adam sinned, they rebelled against him... Until Noach arose, water rose and flooded

them in their graves....



