Bereishit Rabbah 31:1 — Chamas as Divine Weapon
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Setting up the question
1. Yechezkel 7:10-11 (translation based on Radak)
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10Behold, the day comes, it has arrived, the morning has come, the rod has blossomed, the villain has flowered.
11 Chamas has arisen to become a wicked rod. Not of them, and not of their masses, and not of their noise, and the
wailing [noah] is not of them.

Our midrash, Part 1
2. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:1, Part 1
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"And Gd said to Noach: The end of all flesh, etc."
"Chamas has arisen to become a wicked rod"
e "Chamas has arisen"?2 This is shocking! Gd forbid, it cannot rise. But if it rises, it is "a rod for wickedness", to
punish the wicked.
e And "not of them, and not of their masses, and not of their noise," there was naught from them, and there was
naught from their wealth, and there was naught from their desolation.
e Why? "The noa# is not of them", no creature had satisfaction from them, Gd had no satisfaction from them.

3. Talmud, Sanhedrin 108a
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It is written, "Chamas has arisen to become a wicked rod. Not of them, and not of their masses, and not of their
noise, and the wailing [noaf] is not of them."
e Rabbi Elazar said: This teaches that chamas stood up as a rod and stood before Gd and said, "Master of the
Universe!l Not of them, and not of their masses, and not of their noise, and the wailing is not of them."
e They taught in the yeshiva of Rabbi Yishmael: The decree was also upon Noach, but he found favour in the
eyes of Gd, as it is written, "l regret having created them, and Noach found favour in the eyes of Gd."

Our midrash, Part 2
4. Bereishit 6:7-8
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7And Gd said: | will destroy the Man | have created from the face of the earth, from man to beast to crawling creature
to bird of the heavens, for | regret having created them.
8And Noach found favour in the eyes of Gd.

5. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:1, Part 2
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[Alternatively] "The noah is not of them", as Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said: "For | regret having created them, and
Noach." Even the Noach who remained of them is not worthy, but he found favour, "And Noach found favour."
And because they were flooded in immorality, they were wiped from the world.



6. Bereishit 6:2
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And [they] saw the attractiveness of the daughters of Man, and they took women for themselves, from all they chose.

Summary
Message: The first of four explanations of "the land was full of onn" — Entirely so, and therefore Gd acted with onr

against them

Methods:
e Our verses shed light on Yechezkel 7
e The play on "noah", encouraged by the word "chamas"
e The analysis of the 1 in 111 ("And Noach") in the start of 6:8.
e The contradiction of 30:3 regarding why Noach was saved

Moral: Wickedness will punish the wicked.



