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Case 1: The Caregiver: | can't afford yeshiva tuition and a nurse for my mother. Which has greater priority2
1. Vilna Gaon, Aderet Eliyahu to Bereishit 2:24
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"He should stick to his wife" — This means acting as a husband; it is not a sexual reference. He should spend all of his
days straining and struggling for her support, not for the support of his father and mother.

2. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Mamrim 6:3
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[t comes from the father. If the father lacks funds and the son has funds, we force him to feed them as he is able.

3. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 240:5
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Feeding them comes from the parents' assets, if they have. If they do not have but the son has, we force him to feed

his father as he is able. If the son lacks, he is not obligated to beg at doors to feed his father.

Rama: Some say he is not obligated to give beyond his tzedakah obligation... But one who has, and yet uses his

tzedakah money to support his father, should be cursed.

4. Rama, Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 251:3
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One's own support precedes that of others... Then he should give precedence to his parents' support if they are
needy, and theirs precedes the support of his children.

5. Rabbi Chalfon Moshe haKohen, Shoel v'Nishal 2:Yoreh Deah 110
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If he has small children who require his support, then his claim [that he cannot support them] is nothing...

6. Rabbi Elazar Pappo, Pele Yoetz Ton
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Even greater is the obligation to perform chesed with one's self and body; Mishlei 11:17 says, "One who gives to

himself is a man of chesed." And as they said of Hillel the Elder: When he dined he said, "l will go perform chesed

for my guest," meaning his soul...

Case 2: Mitzvah Obligations: Is a person experiencing advanced dementia obligated to fast on Yom Kippur?

7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Testimony 9:10
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Those who are especially foolish [pef], who do not recognize contradictory statements and do not understand matters

as other normal people do. Also, those who are confused and hasty in their minds, and those who are especially

foolish, are in the category of shotim. It is as the judge sees it; one cannot specify a mindset in writing.

8. Rabbi Yehoshua Falk, Sma Choshen Mishpat 35:22
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"Those who are confused and hasty in their minds, and who are especially foolish" — It appears that the meaning of

all of these is that they are not patient in their affairs. They perform all of their deeds hastily, not understanding the

end of the matter and goal of the act. Therefore, this is also considered foolishness and irrationality.



9. Rabbi Yitzchak Zilbershtein, jnmy  Rwmy  mweipd  om2 wpi apwn v ymayn,  Assia |
http://98.131.138.124/articles/ASSIA/Emek1/189.asp
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Logically, an elder whose mind is confused should be included in the category of a "torn mind." When he doesn't
know where he is and he doesn't recognize his relatives, he has shofeh status and he is disqualified for all. But when
he knows the present, and he just forgets and doesn't remember where he was yesterday and what he did hours ago,
he is considered pikeiach, and is only disqualified for testimony.

10.R' Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Choshen Mishpat 2:74:5
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If the patient is a baby, or an adult who cannot decide, his parents and the whole family may decide. This permission
stems from the fact that most patients depend upon their parents' opinion and even upon the family, like brothers and
sisters and children, who want what is best for the patient and his family. When there are no relatives, it is certainly
better to depend upon the view of the local court.

11.Rabbi Moshe Shternbuch, Teshuvot v'Hanhagot 4:150
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One may not give forbidden foods to a day-old child, because prohibited food harms him.

12.Rabbi Yisrael Meir haKohen, Mishneh Berurah 475:34
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In matters of eating, when his throat automatically benefits, it is stronger and considered as though there was intent.

13. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 4:29
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When they come to the synagogue, the congregation must greet them pleasantly, even when they cannot learn with
the community. They must see tfo it that such children answer “Amen” and Kedushah, saying it with them so that they
will do what they can, and so as to honor their parents. This has value for the children themselves as they fulfill
whatever they can, as even walking to synagogue is a mitzvah, and they can kiss the Torah scroll.

14.Rabbi Avraham Gombiner, Magen Avraham 616:2
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It appears to me that one should not give them to eat, as that would be like actively giving them neveilah... For eating
itself is prohibited...

15.Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, Shaar haTziyun 616:9
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This is relevant only with a full prohibition, biblical or rabbinic, like a child of 11 or 12 who has a rabbinic obligation

to fast and complete the day. This is not so here, where there is no prohibition for a minor at all. Just the opposite, one

is obligated to feed him...

16. Rabbi Moshe Shternbuch, Teshuvot v'Hanhagot 4:150
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In my humble opinion, there is another reason to permit: Perhaps the fast disturbs and endangers him, and he cannot

say it because of his situation. One also cannot feed him minimal quantities through the day, for perhaps this harms

him, and he neither understands nor expresses it.
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Case 3: Nursing Homes: He always insisted that he did not want to be in a nursing home. What should | do?
17.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Ishut 13:14
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If @ man says to his wife, "I don't want your father/mother/brothers/sisters to enter my home," we listen to him. She
goes to them if something occurs... They do not go to her unless something happens to her, like illness or a birth. We
do not compel someone to permit others to enter his space. And so, too, if she says, "I don't want your mother/sisters
entering my home, and | won't live in the yard with them because they harm me or pain me," we listen to her...

18. Responsa of Maharam meiRotenberg 4:1006
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Rachel may contend, "It never entered my mind that | would need to leave my place and my dwelling, to live in a

village with neither minyan nor [communal] prayer." Further, would she ever have expected to cross the sea and go

with her? What limit would you put on it?2 We must go with the assumed mindset that she never intended to leave her

home to go with her.

19. Talmud, Kiddushin 31b
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Rav Asi's elder mother said, "l want jewelry," and he made it for her. She said, "l want a man," and he said he

would seek one. She said, "I want one as good as you," and he left her and went to Israel. He heard that she was

coming after him, and he asked R' Yochanan, "May one leave Israel2" R' Yochanan replied, "No." He asked, "What

about to greet my mother2" He said, "I don't know." He delayed a bit, then came back to R' Yochanan, who said,

"Asi, if you want to go back, may Gd return you there in peace."...

By then he heard that his mother's casket had arrived. He said, "Had | known, | would not have left."

20.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Mamrim 6:10
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Rambam: If one's father or mother develops dementia, he should try to act according to their wishes until Gd has

mercy upon them. If he cannot bear it because they have become extremely irrational, he should leave and instruct

others to manage them in the manner befitting them.

Raavad: This is an incorrect ruling; if he will go and leave his parent, whom will he instruct to care of him2

21. Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 97:4
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One may not accept a loan and waste it, to the point that the lender will have nothing from which to collect; one who

does so is wicked. A lender who knows that the borrower would do this should not lend to him, rather than lend and

need to oppress him, violating Shemot 22:24, "You shall not be an oppressor," each time.

22.Rabbi Yitzchak Zilbershtein, Chashukei Chemed, Bechorot 45b
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We know that a husband is obligated to provide a dwelling for his wife, and to provide medical care, and he may

not provide a dwelling which will harm her health... [But] the place for a woman suffering from Alzheimer's is an

elder facility, where they are expert and they know how to take better care of her...



