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Map of the Neo-Babylonian Empire

Timeline of Events
Event Date

Overthrow of Yehoyakhin & First Wave of Judean Exile 597 BCE

Destruction of First Temple 586 BCE

Nabonidus Comes to Power in Neo-Babylonian Empire 556 BCE

Cyrus I (“The Great”) Conquers Neo-Babylonian Empire 539 BCE

First Wave of Shivat Zion (led by Sheshbatsar, Zerubabbel and the priest, Yeshu'a) 538 BCE

Construction of Second Temple Completed (reign of Darius I “The Great”) 515 BCE



Yirmiyah 24

Yirmiyah's Prophecy of the Figs (Jer 24) – Date: Sometime between 597 – 586 BCE

 הִרְאַנִי יְקֹוָק והְִנהֵּ שְׁנֵי דּוּדָאֵי תְאֵנִים מועָּדִים לִפְנֵי הֵיכלַ יְקֹוָק
 אַחֲרֵי הגַלְוֹת נְבוּכַדְרֶאצַּר מלֶֶךְ־בָּבלֶ אֶת־יְכָנְיהָוּ בֶן־יהְוֹיָקִים

 מלֶֶךְ־יהְוּדהָ וְאֶת־שָׂרֵי יהְוּדהָ וְאֶת־הֶחָרָשׁ וְאֶת־המַַּסגְֵּר
מִירוּשלִַָׁם וַיְבִאֵם בָּבלֶ

The LORD showed me, and, behold, two baskets 
of figs were set before the temple of the LORD, 
after  that  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon  had 
carried  away  captive  Jeconiah  the  son  of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, 
with  the carpenters  and smiths,  from Jerusalem, 
and had brought them to Babylon (24:1)

 כהֹּ־אמַָר יְקֹוָק אלֱהֵֹי יִשְׂרָאלֵ כַּתְּאֵנִים הטַֹּבוֹת הָאלֵהֶּ כֵּן־אַכִּיר
 אֶת־גלָּוּת יהְוּדהָ אֲשֶׁר שלִַּׁחְתִּי מִן־המַָּקוֹם הַזהֶּ אֶרץֶ כַּשְׂדִּים

לטְוֹבהָ

Thus said the LORD, the God of Israel; Like these 
good figs,  so  will  I  acknowledge them that  are 
carried away captive of Judah, whom I have sent 
out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for 
their good (24:5)

 וְכַתְּאֵנִים הָרעָוֹת אֲשֶׁר לֹא־תֵאָכלְַנהָ מֵרעַֹ כִּי־כהֹ אמַָר יְקֹוָק
 כֵּן אֶתֵּן אֶת־צִדְקִיהָּוּ מלֶֶךְ־יהְוּדהָ וְאֶת־שָׂרָיו וְאֵת שְׁאֵרִית
יְרוּשלִַָׁם הַנִּשְׁאָרִים בָּאָרץֶ הַזֹּאת והְַיֹּשְׁבִים בְּאֶרץֶ מִצְרָיִם

And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they 
are so evil; surely thus said the LORD, So will I 
give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, 
and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this 
land,  and  them that  dwell  in  the  land of  Egypt 
(24:8)

Cyrus Cylinder (discovered 1879)
1) Description of Nabonidus 2) Return of gods to their cities

3) Marduk appoints Cyrus



Ezra 6 – Cyrus Declaration (Aramaic Version)
 בַּיְתָא יִתְבְּנֵא אֲתַר דִּי־דָבְחִין דִּבְחִין וְאֻשּׁוהִֹי מְסוֹבלְִין רומּהֵּ

אמִַּין שִׁתִּין פְּתָיהֵּ אמִַּין שִׁתִּין
 

נִדְבָּכִין דִּי־אֶבֶן גלְּלָ תלְָּתָא וְנִדְבָּךְ דִּי־אעָ חֲדַת וְנִפְקְתָא מִן־
בֵּית מלְַכָּא תִּתְיהְִב

 וְאַף מָאנֵי בֵית־אלֱהָָא דִּי דהֲַבהָ וְכַסְפָּא דִּי נְבוּכַדְנֶצַּר הַנְפֵּק 
 מִן־הֵיכלְָא דִי־בִירוּשלְֶׁם והְֵיבלֵ לְבָבלֶ יהֲַתִיבוּן וִיהָךְ להְֵיכלְָא

דִי־בִירוּשלְֶׁם לְאַתְרהֵּ וְתַחֵת בְּבֵית אלֱהָָא

Let  the  temple  be  rebuilt  as  a  place  to  present 
sacrifices,  and let  its  foundations be laid. It  is to be 
sixty cubits high and sixty cubits wide

With three courses of large stones and one of timbers. 
The costs are to be paid by the royal treasury. 

Also, the gold and silver articles of the house of God, 
which  Nebuchadnezzar  took  from  the  temple  in 
Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, are to be returned 
to their places in the temple in Jerusalem; they are to 
be deposited in the house of God. (6:3-5)

Yeshayah 41
Yeshayah's Prophecy Concerning Cyrus & the Return to Zion – Date: After 539 BCE

 הַחֲריִשׁוּ אֵליַ איִיִּם וּלְאֻמיִּם יַחֲליִפוּ כֹחַ יִגְּשׁוּ אזָ יְדַבֵּרוּ
יַחְדָּו לַמִּשְׁפטָּ נקְִרָבָה

 
 מיִ הֵעיִר מִמזְִּרָח צֶדקֶ יקְִרָאֵהוּ לְרַגְלוֹ יתִֵּן לְפָניָו גּויִֹם

וּמְלָכיִם יַרְדְּ יתִֵּן כֶּעָפָר חַרְבּוֹ כקְַּשׁ נִדףָּ קַשתְּׁוֹ

יִרְדְּפֵם יַעֲבוֹר שָׁלוֹם אֹרַח בְּרַגְליָו לֹא יָבוֹא 

Be silent before me, you islands! Let the nations renew 
their strength! Let them come forward and speak; let 
us meet together at the place of judgment.

“Who has stirred up one from the east, calling him in 
righteousness to his service? He hands nations over to 
him and subdues kings before him. He turns them to 
dust with his sword, to windblown chaff with his bow.

He pursues them and moves on unscathed, by a path 
his feet have not traveled before. (41:1-3)

 מיִ־פָעַל וְעָשָׂה קֹרֵא הַדֹּרותֹ מֵרֹאשׁ אֲניִ יקְֹוקָ רִאשׁוֹן
וְאתֶ־אַחֲרֹניִם אֲניִ־הוּא

Who has done this and carried it through, calling forth 
the generations from the beginning? I, the Lord—with 
the first of them and with the last—I am he.” (41:4)

רָאוּ איִיִּם ויְיִרָאוּ קְצותֹ הָאָרֶץ יֶחֱרָדוּ קָרְבוּ ויֶַּאתֱיָוּן

איִשׁ אתֶ־רֵעֵהוּ יַעזְֹרוּ וּלְאָחיִו יֹאמַר חזֲקָ

 ויְַחזַקֵּ חָרָשׁ אתֶ־צֹרףֵ מַחֲליִק פטַּיִּשׁ אתֶ־הוֹלֶם פָּעַם
אֹמֵר לַדֶּבקֶ טוֹב הוּא ויְַחזַקְֵּהוּ בְמסְַמְריִם לֹא יִמּוטֹ

The islands have seen it and fear; the ends of the earth 
tremble. They approach and come forward.

They help each other and say to their companions, “Be 
strong!”

The metalworker encourages the goldsmith, and the 
one who smooths with the hammer spurs on the one 
who strikes the anvil. One says of the welding, “It is 
good.” The other nails down the idol so it will not 
topple. (41:5-7)

 וְאתַָּה יִשְׂרָאֵל עַבְדיִּ יַעקֲֹב אֲשֶׁר בְּחַרתְיִּךָ זֶרַע אַבְרָהָם
אֹהֲביִ

 אֲשֶׁר הֶחזֱקַתְיִּךָ מקְִצותֹ הָאָרֶץ וּמֵאֲציִליֶהָ קְרָאתיִךָ וָאֹמַר
לְךָ עַבְדיִּ־אתַָּה בְּחַרתְיִּךָ וְלֹא מְאסַתְיִּךָ

 אַל־תיִּרָא כיִּ עִמְּךָ־אָניִ אַל־תִּשתְָּׁע כיִּ־אֲניִ אֱלֹהיֶךָ
אִמַּצתְיִּךָ אףַ־עזֲַרתְיִּךָ אףַ־תְּמַכתְיִּךָ ביִּמיִן צִדקְיִ

“But  you,  Israel,  my  servant,  Jacob,  whom  I  have 
chosen, you descendants of Abraham my friend,

I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest 
corners I called you. I said, ‘You are my servant’; I 
have chosen you and have not rejected you.

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, 
for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; 
I will uphold you with my...right hand. (41:8-10)



Assyrian & Neo-Babylonian Prophecies (la ta-pa-lah)
Ahat-Abiša Now  fear not,  my king! The Kingdom is yours, 

yours is the power!

Urkittu-Šarrat Have no fear! Well sheltered is Esarhaddon, king 
of Assyria

Sinqiša-Amur Have  no  fear Esarhaddon!  I  will  place  you 
between my arm and my forearm.

Prophecy for Assurbanibal Fear not, Assurbanipal!...I will look after you

Ezra 1 – Cyrus Declaration (Hebrew Version)

 כֹּה אָמַר כֹּרֶשׁ מֶלֶךְ פָּרַס כֹּל מַמְלְכותֹ הָאָרֶץ נתַָן לִי
 יְקוָֹק אֱלֹהֵי הַשָּׁמָיםִ וְהוּא־פָקַד עָלַי לִבנְותֹ־לוֹ בַיתִ

בִּירוּשָׁלםִַ אֲשֶׁר בִּיהוּדָה

 כֹּה אָמַר כֹּרֶשׁ מֶלֶךְ פָּרַס כֹּל מַמְלְכותֹ הָאָרֶץ נתַָן לִי
 יְקוָֹק אֱלֹהֵי הַשָּׁמָיםִ וְהוּא־פָקַד עָלַי לִבנְותֹ־לוֹ בַיתִ

בִּירוּשָׁלםִַ אֲשֶׁר בִּיהוּדָה

 וְכָל־הנִַּשְׁאָר מִכָּל־הַמְּקֹמותֹ אֲשֶׁר הוּא גָר־שםָׁ
 ינְַשְּׂאוּהוּ אנְַשֵׁי מְקֹמוֹ בְּכֶסףֶ וּבזְָהָב וּבִרְכוּשׁ וּבִבְהֵמָה

עםִ־הנְַּדָבָה לְבֵית הָאֱלֹהִים אֲשֶׁר בִּירוּשָׁלםִָ

This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: ‘The Lord, 
the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms 
of the earth and he has appointed me to build a 
temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 

Any  of  his  people  among  you  may  go  up  to 
Jerusalem in Judah and build  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  the  God  who  is  in 
Jerusalem, and may their God be with them. 

And in any locality where survivors may now be 
living, the people are to provide them with silver 
and  gold,  with  goods  and  livestock,  and  with 
freewill  offerings  for  the  temple  of  God  in 
Jerusalem.’ (1:3-5)

Earlier Biblical Imagery in Ezra 1, 3

 וְיִסְּדוּ הַבנִֹּים אתֶ־הֵיכַל יְקוָֹק וַיַּעֲמִידוּ הַכֹּהנֲִים
 מְלֻבָּשִׁים בַּחֲצֹצְרותֹ וְהַלוְִיםִּ בנְֵּי־אָסףָ בַּמְצִלתְַּיםִ

לְהַלֵּל אתֶ־יְקוָֹק עַל־יְדֵי דוִָּיד מֶלֶךְ־יִשְׂרָאֵל

When  the  builders  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
temple of the Lord, the priests in their vestments 
and  with trumpets,  and the  Levites (the  sons  of 
Asaph) with cymbals, took their places to praise 
the Lord,  as prescribed by David king of Israel. 
(3:10)

 וְהַמֶּלֶךְ כוֹּרֶשׁ הוֹצִיא אתֶ־כְּלֵי בֵית־יְקוָֹק אֲשֶׁר הוֹצִיא
נְבוּכַדנְֶצַּר מִירוּשָׁלםִַ וַיתִּנְּםֵ בְּבֵית אֱלֹהָיו

Moreover,  King  Cyrus  brought  out  the  articles  
belonging  to  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  which 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem 
and had placed in the temple of his god (1:7)

 וַיַּעֲשוּׂ אתֶ־חַג הַסֻּכוּתֹ כַּכתָּוּב וְעֹלתַ יוםֹ בְּיוםֹ
בְּמִסְפָּר כְּמִשְׁפַּט דְּבַר־יוםֹ בְּיוֹמוֹ

Then  in  accordance  with  what  is  written,  they 
celebrated the Holiday of Sukkot with the required 
number of burnt offerings prescribed for each day. 
(3:4)


