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Non-professional advice

Sarah is a certified tax accountant. Her friend Rachel, asks her for off-line advice on how to best report her earnings.
Sarah advises her, but comes out of the conversation believing that Rachel is going to cheat on her forms. Is Sarah
halachically obligated to pursue Rachel and convince her to obey the law?

1. Vayyikra 19:17-18
701K TIMD Y2 NATRY TAY °12 DR VN R PN KD RO 1Y RWD XYY TNMY DX 0210 19317 72272 IR DR RIWD K
Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your friend, and do not bear sin for him.

2. Sefer haChinuch 239
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To mochiach a Jew who does not act properly, whether in a relationship with others or in a relationship with Gd...

3. Talmud, Erchin 16b
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Rabbi Tarfon said: | would be stunned if anyone in this generation would accept rebuke. If one would say, ‘Take a

splinter from between your eyes,” he would reply, ‘Take a beam from between your eyes.’

Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah said: | would be stunned if anyone in this generation would know how to rebuke.

4. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 303:1
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R' Yosef Karo: One who sees another [Jew] wearing biblical shaatnez must remove it from him immediately, even in
the market, even if this is his mentor.
R' Moshe Isserles: Some say one need not do this in public if it is worn accidentally; one should be silent for the
dignity of Gd's creations, and not keep him from his error.

5. R' Moshe Sofer (18t-19th century Hungary), Chatam Sofer Yoreh Deah 19

"7 127 XD PR 2" 17T 11 MORT X1 MOX 7017 2"RWR T2 AT P27V 2RI 9T RMORD WD MED 2RIWD RP1T
QWD MY PR W 2107 W KT

One is specifically instructed to keep a Jew from sinning, for all Israel are responsible for each other, but not

regarding non-Jews — even for their prohibitions. There is no joint responsibility, and so one need not separate them

from it unless there were an issue of causing the blind to stumble.

6. R' Avraham Shemuel Binyamin Wolf Sofer (19t century Hungary), Ktav Sofer Yoreh Deah 93
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In my view this is bibical, from "You shall rebuke"... Where they will listen one must tell, to keep them from accidental
error.

7. Tosafot (13t century France/Germany) Shabbat 3a X232
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Even if the pauper could take it on his own without it being placed in his hand, so that there would be no issue of
causing the blind to stumble... there would be a rabbinic prohibition, since one must keep him from sinning.

8. Rashi Sanhedrin 75a XnoR ary
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Granted that one is not instructed to rebuke him, for it says "Rebuke your friend" but not a ger foshav, still, one may
not praise him for a prohibition.

9. R' Shabtai Kohen (17t century Lithuania), Shach to Yoreh Deah 151:6
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All agree with the Mordechai and Tosafot that one may sell this to an idolater or a mumar.



10.  R' Aryeh Leib Ginsburg (18t century Lithuania), Turei Even (Avnei Miluim) to Chagigah 13a ">
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Certainly, all Israel must keep sinners from sinning where possible, and so we must separate minors from

prohibitions... since we can keep them from sin. Here, though, it was not possible.

11.  Tosafot (13t century France/Germany) Shabbat 55a 3"gx)
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This is where one does not know whether they will accept; as the Talmud says, "Is it obvious to them [that others won't
listen]2" But where they definitely will not accept, leave them; better for them to sin accidentally than intentionally.

12.  R' Yosef Ibn Habib (15" century Spain), Nimukei Yosef to Yevamot 21b
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He knew they would not listen. But in case they might listen, or to avoid leaving them an opening for challenge, he
should have rebuked them at least once.

Don't ask, don't tell

Sam, a certified tax accountant, is preparing Jill's taxes. Jill provides receipts for significant donations to CRA-
recognized charities; her gifts total 20% of her income. When Sam notes the remarkable level of Jill's giving, she
responds with a wink and a grin. Is Sam obligated to pursue this2

13.  Talmud, Bava Kama 118b-119a
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We do not purchase goats, kids, wool or tufts of wool from shepherds, but we purchase stitched clothing from them,

because these are theirs. We may purchase milk and cheese in the wild, but not in urban areas.

14. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Robbery 5:1
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One may not purchase stolen goods from a thief... Doing such things strengthens the hands of sinners and violates
"Do not put a stumbling block before the blind."

15.  Mishnah Sheviit 5:9
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A woman may lend her friend, who is suspected of violating Sabbatical laws, a sifter, sieve, mill or oven, but she may

neither sift nor grind with her... for one may not strengthen the hands of sinners. All that we permit is only for ways of
peace.

16.  Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 358:1
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One may not purchase anything which is presumed stolen; if most such things are stolen, one may not purchase it.

17. R' Shneur Zalman of Liadi (18th century Poland), Shulchan Aruch haRav Choshen Mishpat Laws of Theft 9
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One may not purchase stolen goods from a thief; it is a great sin, for it strengthens the hands of sinners. Regarding
this we say (Proverbs 29:24), "One who splits with a thief hates his life." He causes him to steal further, for if the thief
will not find a consumer then he will not steal. Granted, he could go where no one recognized that he was a thief, but
this is not readily available; if all who knew him would refrain from purchasing from him, he would not steal as much.

18. Rashi to Gittin 61a
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"All that we permit" in lending implements and aid, when they are not performing the actual sin, is for paths of peace.



