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Useful links

e The Baltimore Guidelines of Rabbi Moshe Heinemann http://www.justtzedakah.org/guidelinesCommunity.asp

e Principles of Ethics, Governance, and Accountability for Jewish Philanthropies in the United States, Tzedakah. Inc.
http://www.justtzedakah.org/BPB.PDF

e The Rabbinic Discretionary Fund, Rabbinical Council of America, http://rabbis.org/documents/tzedpribu.pdf

e Maaser kesafim: on giving a tenth to charity Dr. Cyril Domb, Association of Orthodox Jewish Scientists,

http://books.google.ca/books2id=92xAMt6 SWORMC

Many small gifts or one large contribution?
1. Deuteronomy 15:11
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The pauper will never disappear from the midst of the land. Therefore, | instruct you: Open your hand to your brother,
your pauper, your indigent person in your land.

2. Psalms 145:9
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Gd is good to all, and His mercy is upon all of His creations.

3. Rabbi Aharon halevi, Sefer haChinuch 216
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Gd desired that His nation should be crowned in every good and precious trait, with a spirit of blessing and
generosity. As | have already written, the soul is inspired by our activities, and so it will become good, and Gd's
blessing will come to it. There is no doubt that when a person leaves some of his produce in his field, rendering it
ownerless for all to benefit, you will see in his spirit satisfaction, a proper and blessed spirit, and a sense that Gd has
sated him with His plenty, and His spirit will rest in goodness. One who gathers everything into his house, and who
will not leave behind any blessing for the needy who saw the field with its standing grain and who longed to fill their
desire with it, for they hunger, demonstrates a wicked heart and bad spirit.

4. Talmud, Bava Metzia 32b
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One who could either unburden his friend's animal or load his foe's animal is instructed to help his foe, to control his
spirit.

5. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings 10:12
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The Sages have instructed us to visit their sick, to bury their dead as we bury Jewish dead, and to support their

indigent along with Jewish indigent, to promote peaceful paths, as it is written, 'Gd is good to all, and His mercy is

upon all of His creations," and 'Her paths are pleasant paths, and all of her ways are peace."'

6. Deuteronomy 14:22
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You shall surely tithe all of the produce of your planting...

7. R' Ovadia miBartenura to Peah 1:1
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Regarding kindness with one's funds, such as in redeeming captives, clothing people, feeding them and so on, there is
a maximum threshold of giving one-fifth of one's funds each time the mitzvah comes to hand.

8. R' Yechiel Michel Epstein, Aruch haShulchan Yoreh Deah 249:2
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The thresholds of 1/10 and 1/5 are not biblical; they are rabbinic, linked to, 'l will tithe all that You give me.'

9. R' Avraham Zvi Hirsch Eisenstadt, Pitchei Teshuvah Yoreh Deah 331:12
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| am surprised at these Gaonim, who did not know of the Maharam's responsum which matches the view of the Bach

that this is neither biblical nor rabbinic, but custom.

10. Talmud, Eruvin 63a
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One who gives all of his tithes to one kohen brings famine to the world...

11. Maimonides, Commentary to Pirkei Avot 3:15
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Great qualities will not be achieved via great deeds, but via a great number of deeds... For example: One who gives

1,000 dinar to a suitable recipient, once, to one person, will not achieve generosity via this one great deed, as will

one who gives 1,000 dinar over one thousand occasions, each one generously.

Umbrellas or Direct?
12. Code of Jewish Law Yoreh Deah 256:1, 257:2
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256:1 — Any city with Jewish inhabitants must appoint known, credible people as collectors of tzedakah...
257:2 — Mechaber: We do not demand accounts of tzedakah from collectors... Rama: But it is good for them to
present accounts, to fulfill the verse, "And you shall be innocent from Gd and from Israel." And the above is where we
have collectors who are known to be righteous; otherwise, or where they have taken the position through their
strength, they must offer accounts. The same is true for all communal appointees.

13. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 1:149
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It appears clear, in my humble opinion, that the proof of this obligation [to establish a communal tzedakah fund] is the
talmudic statement (Bava Batra 8) that new residents of a city must contribute to the [daily] famchui [food collection]
after they have lived there for thirty days, and to the [weekly] kupah [fund] after they have lived there for three
months... If there were no obligation for residents to create a fund, how could one obligate those who came later and
were not involved in the communal decision that established the fund?

14. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Gifts to the Needy 9:3
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Never have we seen or heard of a Jewish community which lacked a tzedakah fund!

Israel and Locdl

15. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 251:3
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Israelis precede those who dwell outside of Israel.



