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Gelatin is an animal protein made from collagen, the connective tissue found in tendons, bones, and skins. By cooking
bones or other parts of animals or fish, some of the collagen is extracted from the meat and dissolves in the broth, and
when such broth cools it tends to gel. You can see this property in several common foods. Homemade gefilte fish usually
involves cooking the bones and skin together with the ground fish, and when the broth cools it gels due to the collagen
that has been dissolved in the broth. [The "gel™ in canned gefilte fish typically relies on other gelling agents such as
carrageenan to look "homemade™.] A European delicacy called Ptscha is made from the broth of cooked veal bones,
relying on the same collagen to form the gelled finished product. Gelatin is collagen that has been extracted from animal
tissue using strong acid or base to partially hydrolyze it. The word gelatin comes from the Latin word "gelatus" meaning
stiff or frozen, and this material has a number of very useful properties that are useful in a variety of food and
pharmaceutical applications. Indeed, many of these properties are unique to gelatin, and for this reason there has been
much interest in dealing with its Kashrus status.
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