Daniel 9 — Daniel's Prayer
R' Mordechai Torczyner - forczyner@torontotorah.com

Chapter 9 Daniel's Prayer
1. Chain of Prayer; The sins of the First Temple; Fasting

2. Talmud, Yoma 9b
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Why was the First Temple destroyed? For three acts: Idolatry, Immorality and Murder.

Idolatry: "The mattress is too narrow, without space”... This mattress is oo narrow for two peers fo reign as one...

Immorality: "And Gd said: Because the daughters of Zion were haughty, walking with extended throat, their eyes

deceiving, walking as if floating, stepping noisily"...

Murder: "And Menasheh also spilled much innocent blood"...

3. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 10:1
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Regarding events decreed before Gd and testified by His prophets for a set time, prayer and pleas are inappropriate,
and there should be only thanks for the generosity and good He will perform. Prayer may be appropriate in the future,
but only after the testified time arrives, and its realization is delayed. Before this, why pray? Is it appropriate to pray
for birth [to occur] before term? Israel, in Egypt, did not pray before the time for redemption...

4. Decrees change  Yirmiyahu 18:7-10

9:1-3 Setting the stage

5. Please let me pray Bereishit 18:27; Shemot 32:10; Yirmiyahu 7:16
6. You first Eichah 5:21

9:4 Praise

7. Talmud, Berachot 31a
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[King Solomon said:] 'To listen to the rinah and [afterward] to the fefilah.' Rinah is praise, fefilah is a request.

8. Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik to Rambam, Laws of Prayer 4:1
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This type of intent is not required as a [separate] law of intent, but as part of the act of prayer. One whose heart is not

opened, who does not see himself as standing before Gd and praying, is not performing an act of prayer.

9. Talmud, Yoma 6%9b
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Why were they called the "Great Assembly"2 Because they restored the crown. Moshe said, "The powerful, the great,
the strong, the awesome." Yirmiyahu said, "Foreigners are croaking in His sanctuary — where is His awe?" And so he
did not say "awesome". Daniel said, "Foreigners are enslaving His children — where is His might2" And so he did not
say "mighty". Then the Great Assembly said, "Just the opposite — this is His might, that he conquers His nature, being
patient with the wicked. This is His awe, for without awe of Him, how could one nation survive among the nations2"



9:5-14 Acknowledging sin
10. Talmud, Yoma 36b
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Avon is intentional sin... Pesha is rebellion... Cheitis accidental sin.

11. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 10:4
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One could associate these three with the greatest three sins, which the people of the First Temple performed: idolatry,

immorality and murder. Because all of these were performed to fill wicked desire... they also performed other sins

without benefit or desire, only to anger Gd, knowing their Master and intending to rebel against Him.

2:15-19 Request for Jerusalem, Temple and Nation
12. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 10:5

TOMT TX HY 2SI ORI 1D 90 DY AR DRUM DY 19 03 P 0IXA SRS NPT MR 937 3R 1T 5990 [T PR YT
In my view, these words are not included in the admission of sin. He wanted to say that when Israel was in Egypt they
were also wicked and sinful, and yet Gd generously removed them from their exile.

9:20-27 Gavriel's answer
13.7 and 70 Vayikra 26:21, Yeshayah 23:15, Yirmiyahu 25:12, Tehillim 90:10

14. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 10:6
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Those sins are of powerful impurity and great filth, preventing people from adhering to their Creator. Clothing honours
a person and leads him before the great, and when clothing is dirty and stained then, 'Go away, impure, they
declare," and people cannot go before kings without removing the stains by washing and purifying them via great
blows and wringing. So, too, a person's deeds are the garb of his soul, in which he appears before the Universal
King. Therefore he must have good deeds, as it states, "At all time, your garb should be white."

15. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 10:6
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Because that place was not anointed in the Second Temple, and the Shechinah was not present, he said that in that
hoped-for time the anointing oil, hidden in the destruction of the First Temple, will be revealed. Or, new anointing oil
will be made at the word of Gd, as it was in the wilderness. They will use it to anoint the Holy of Holies, which will be
eternally enduring, because anointing indicates Divine selection, enduring and eternal. This is why it was not anointed
in the Second Temple — to testify to its short span. Therefore he said that at that time the Holy of Holies would be
anointed, and Gd would choose it eternally.

16. What is anointed here? ~ Temple anointed; Vessels restored; Torah restored; Jews restored; Mashiach



