Daniel 4 - The Nevuchadnezzar Tree, Part 1
R' Mordechai Torczyner - forczyner@torontotorah.com

3:31-33 Nevuchadnezzar's letter

1. Abarbanel Maayan 6, Tamar 5 (pg. 317-318)
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He thought that he would erase the heavenly decree and arrange the earthly empires such that they would be

humbled and enslaved before him and his seed forever... Due to this empty arrogance, it was decreed that he would

be chased from human society, to travel like a wild donkey among the beasts...

2. lbn Ezra to 4:3
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It tells the entire story that happened, and it was written thus [here] in honour of Daniel, for the king wrote thus to all of
the lands of his reign, and it was a great source of splendour for Israel.

4:1-15 The Dream
3. Abarbanel Maayan 6, Tamar 4 (pg. 316)
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[Or] 'the statement of holy ones' is Israel, for this was their request before Gd, to avenge them upon Nevuchadnezzar

Of Kings and Trees
4. Examples: Shoftim 9, Yechezkel 31

5. Abarbanel Maayan 6, Tamar 5 (pg. 318)
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They showed him that man is a tree of the field. He is like that great, tall, beautiful tree, which must grow, exist, and
then be destroyed.

4:16-25 The Interpretation

6. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 30:24
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One who analyzes this verse [as it is written] makes Daniel a blasphemer for saying to Nevuchadnezzar, "My master,

may this dream be for your enemies." Nevuchadnezzar had no greater enemy in this world than Gd, for destroying

His house and exiling His children! Further, the Jews were his enemies, and so Daniel was now cursing them! Rather,

Daniel turned his heart toward Gd, saying, "My Master in Heaven, bring this dream upon this enemy of Yours."

7. Seven — Melachim | 6:38

8. Rashi to 4:24 (based on Midrash Tanchuma Mishpatim 4)
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What moved Daniel to give this good advice to Nevuchadnezzar? He saw the Jews, poor, lowly in their exile, going

from door to door, and he advised Nevuchadnezzar to aid them. He said, "These paupers you exiled are hungry;

support them!" And so Nevuchadnezzar did, opening his stores and supporting them for twelve months.

9. Abarbanel Maayan 6, Tamar 4 (pg. 317)
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Were the decree for his arrogance, then if he would serve lowlier people, the needy, then the decree would vanish.



Nevuchadnezzar's fate

10.  Abarbanel Maayan 6, Tamar 4 (pg. 316)
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Man is intermediate, his intellect situated between the lofty intellects and the mute creatures. When he became

arrogant and he left his space, saying (Isaiah 14:14), "I will be like the higher beings," his punishment was not only

that his goal of ascending to the levels of the higher ones was kept from him, but also that the intermediate state he

had originally occupied no longer remained to him.

11.  Midrash Tanchuma Mishpatim 4
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The wicked one opened his stores and distributed to the people for twelve months. After twelve months, the wicked
one forgot the dream. He began to stroll atop his palace, where he heard the cries of the poor masses before his [still
open] stores. He asked his servants, "What is this sound | hear2" They said, "The paupers you exiled are demanding
their support." A stingy eye entered him, and the king replied (4:27), "This is great Babylon, which | built to house a
palace, with my strength and my glory!" He said, "Without my stores, how could | build up this entire land2" He
decreed that the aid be halted, as the text continues, "The word was still in the king's mouth, etc."
Gd said to him, "Wicked one! What caused your peace all twelve months It was the tzedakah you practiced!" And
if this happens to the nations [for stinginess], how much more so for Israel.

12.  Abarbanel Maayan 6, Tamar 5 (pg. 320)
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In truth, miraculously, suddenly, extraordinary quantities of black bile overcame him, such that he rejected human
society and fled from it, dwelling in the wilderness, rejecting royal food and palaces, sofas of gold and silver. He
elected to travel alone all day and all night, estranged, in the field, to the point that his radiance and appearance
darkened, his hair and nails grew very long, and his food was the grass of the field as the food of beasts, and as
solitary desert wanderers eat.
His heart, which had once been wise, was changed from the heart of human beings through his illness and the growth
of darkness in him. His heart and thoughts were not those of people, certainly not those of a king. His heart was like
that of a beast in him, drawn to his desires, without any concern for intellectual or pragmatic thought.
Because everyone saw him, he was not thought to be dead, but only ill or anti-social and rejecting association with
human beings, and so his servants did not rebel against him, and no one reigned in his stead.

13. Semiramis



