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Chapter 3: What was the statue?

1. Anldole
e For They refuse to bow; The language in 3:12, 3:14, 3:18
e Against No god is mentioned; Connection to the previous story

2. A Statue in honour of Nevuchadnezzar?
e For Explains omission of any god
e Against They refuse to bow; The language in 3:12, 3:14, 3:18; No connection to previous story

3. Talmud, Pesachim 53b
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What did Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah see, that they gave themselves to the fiery furnace for the sanctity of the
Name? They deduced from the frogs to themselves. The frogs were not commanded regarding the sanctity of the
Name, and yet it says, "They will ascend into your house... and your ovens and your dough." When is dough beside
the oven2 When the oven is hot!l We are commanded regarding the sanctity of the Name, how much more so!

4. Tosafot, Pesachim 53b 1= %
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This is difficult; their case was public, and Sanhedrin 74a concludes that everyone agrees that one must surrender

himself [to death] to avoid public desecration, even for a light mitzvah!

Rabbeinu Tam explained: This idol was not an idol, but a monument for his own honour...

Ri explained: The Talmud's question was what they saw that caused them not to flee...

5. Abarbanel, Maayan 6 Tamar 3 (pg. 312)
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The entire statue, head to toe, was of gold, demonstrating that all empires to come after him and reign over the world
would be from his descendants and the Babylonian Empire, and not only the head, but also the arms and thighs and
loins. And so he instructed that they gather from all of the nations and tongues throughout his empire, and that all
would fall and bow before that idol, to hint that they would be humbled and conquered before his reign, eternally.
Therefore, this was performed with music, like a king's coronation... Our sages understood that the statue was a
memorial for his god, as a matter of idolatry; | have come to explain the text.

6. Rav Yaakov Medan's twist: Bereishit 11:1-4

3:8-12 Attack on the Jews

7. Talmud, Sanhedrin 93a
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Three plotted: Gd, Daniel and Nevuchadnezzar. Gd said, "Let Daniel leave, lest people say they were saved in his

merit." Daniel said, "l will leave, lest 'Burn their idols in fire' be fulfilled with me." Nevuchadnezzar said, "Let Daniel

leave, lest people say, 'He burns his god in fire."




8. Abarbanel, Maayan 6 Tamar 3 (pg. 313)
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The tale-bearers hit upon an opportunity, seeing Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah in the act; when the music was
heard and all fell on their faces and bowed toward the statue, they saw that Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah did
not bow, and they conveyed their tale. They did not speak about Daniel because they did not see him... And because
of this haste, Daniel did not know of it; he found out only after the miracle. Perhaps the king also hastened to act
before Daniel would find out, lest he come to ask for mercy before Nevuchadnezzar or before Gd.

3:13-18 Jewish Recalcitrance
Q. Midrash Tanchuma Tzav 3
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| burned His house and | exiled His nation, and He did not oppose me in His house. Will He conquer me in mine?

3:19-25 In and out
10. Rashi to Sanhedrin 92b
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"One should not alter [his clothes]" lest he appear confused and afraid. Let his foes be ashamed before him.

11.Talmud, Pesachim 118a-b
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When wicked Nevuchadnezzar cast Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah into the fiery furnace, Yorkemu, agent of hail,
stood before Gd and said, "Master of the Universe, | will descend and chill the furnace and save the righteous from
the fiery furnace." Gavriel said to him, "Gd's might is not thus; you are the agent of hail, and all know that water
extinguishes fire. | am the agent of fire, | will cool it from inside and heat it outside, a miracle within a miracle!"

12. Abarbanel, Maayan é Tamar 3 (pg. 314)
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Perhaps the fourth man mentioned by Nevuchadnezzar was Daniel. The four were peers; he saw the miracle done for

them and thought it was in Daniel's merit... When Nevuchadnezzar called them to leave the fire, he only called three.

13.Rashi to 3:25 (based on Sanhedrin 95b)
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"He resembles the malach | saw when Sancherev's forces were burned (Isaiah 37)." Nevuchadnezzar was there...

14.Talmud, Sanhedrin 92b-93a
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When wicked Nevuchadnezzar cast Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah into the fiery furnace, Gd said to Yechezkel, "Go
resurrect the dead in the Valley of Dura." When he resurrected them, the bones came and slapped that wicked one in the
face. He said, "What are these?2" They said, "The peer of these men is resurrecting the dead in the Valley of Dura." He
reicted Daniel 3:33... R' Yitzchak said: Molten gold should be poured into the mouth of that wicked one; had the malach
not slapped his mouth, he would have put all of the songs and praises of David in Tehillim to shamel... R' Tanchum bar
Chanilai said: When Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah exited the fiery furnace, all of the nations slapped 'the enemies of
Israel' in the face, saying, "You have a Gd like this and yet you bow to a statue?!"...



