Malachi, Week 4 — Intermarriage (2:10-16) / When will there be justice? (3:1-5)

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

2:10-12 The second sin: Intermarriage
1. Rashito 2:11
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They married foreign women in Babylon; even the kohanim did it, as is stated in Ezra 9. Our sages identified Malachi
with Ezra.

2. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 18:5

maman IR MI9%PR 1M L,NPINY DOWI IRW 277 129270 L3N I WA 70 2OWIT 219 0N L9 12 IR 1YY avwa
DUVWY T WY MR DRN (/2 29891/ DW) IR TIRDAW R ,NI

When the Jews ascended from exile, the women's faces were blackened by the sun. The men left them and married

Amonite women, and the Jewish women surrounded the altar and cried. As Malachi said, 'This is the second thing

you do' — second to Shittim.

3. Radak to 2:10
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'The covenant of the fathers' is not to betray one's wife. Although our father Avraham had no children from Sarah, he
did not betray her, marrying another woman, until she willingly told him... And so our father Yitzchak, even though
Rivkah was barren, did not marry another, and so our father Yaakov did not willingly marry another woman in
addition to his wives until they chose to permit it.

4. Radak to 2:11
10 WR 72 OR QnxY PWC XYW RIT WITRT L,DOWTR PTW DRIWOY MR L INWRA paTY 20007 T WIR R AWK WORA 2127
WIPT MR D950 07 93N ,'72 DRI WIP MKW 13 WP IXPI 3" HRAWN AN DWITP MR NPV M0 0NN DUWY
TP N1PID1 DORWI PRIWY N2 XYW
The clinging of man and woman is sacred to Gd, as in, 'And he shall cling to his wife." He instructed Israel to be holy,
meaning not to send themselves to every woman as the nations do. At the end of the instructions of sexual morality He
said, "You shall be holy." And Israel is called 'holy', as in Yirmiyahu 2:3. They desecrate that sanctity, the Jewish
woman, marrying foreigners upon them.

5. Abarbanel pg. 256-257
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There are two great bonds among people. One is the bond of brotherhood and family, branching from one shared
source, for one will love his brother and relative more than he will love a stranger. The second is the bond of faith and
religion, for those who share a religion will unite and bond with each other... Gd dictated that His nation should have
these two bonds, meaning that they would unite with one lineage and family, and multiple nations would not accept
His faith, as Christians and Arabs did in their faith... And so Malachi said, "We are of one father", Yaakov, father
and head of Jewish lineage, which is the first bond... "One Gd created us", meaning Gd, and this is the second
bond... And because we have these two bonds, "why would one betray his brother", meaning a husband betraying
his wife, the bond of lineage and brotherhood of the family, "to desecrate the covenant of our Gd," the bond of
religion and faith, desecrating the covenant which was between Gd and His nation, to have one Gd and one nation.



2:13-16 Scathing rebuke

6. 2:13 The first and second layers
lbn Ezra/Radak They brought poor korbanot They intermarried
Rashi They married non-Jewish wives While married to Jewish wives
Abarbanel They harmed the Jewish nation (via intermarriage) They harmed their wives
7. 2:15 An unclear rebuke
Rashi lbn Ezra Radak Abarbanel 1 Abarbanel 2
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Malachi replies:
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8. Talmud, Gittin 90b
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'For sending away is hated' — R' Yehudah said: If you hate her, send her away. R' Yochanan said: The one who sends
away is hated...

2:17 Your challenge to Gd: Where is Justice?
3:1-5 | respond: There will be a day of judgment, but you won't like it
9. The judgment
Ibn Ezra, Radak Messianic times
Rashi After death
Abarbanel Both — and you can see a sign of it now, such as with Persia's punishment of Babylon
10. 3:1 Malach, Adon and Malach haBrit
Rashi lbn Ezra Radak Abarbanel
| am sending My Malach who destroys | Mashiach ben Yosef Malach Prophet
malach the wicked
the Adon you seek will Gd Gd Mashiach Gd
come to His Temple
and the Malach haBrit Malach who Gd Mashiach or Eliyahu King Cyrus
you seek has come avenges violation of
the covenant

1. 3:2 Zecharyah 13:8-9




