When Esav Met Yaakov: A Jew in a non-Jewish World

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

Introduction

1. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 78:15
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And Esav said to him, "I will go forth with you." He wished to escort Yaakov, but Yaakov did not accept him. When
our master went fo the government, he would study this portion and not take an Aramean with him. Once he did not
study it and he took Arameans with him, and he did not reach Akko before he sold his horse.

The pesukim
2. Bereishit 33:1-16
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TAnd Yaakov raised his eyes and saw: Esav was coming, with four hundred men. And he split the children upon Leah,
Rachel and the two maids. 2And he put the maids and their children first, and Leah and her children later, and Rachel
and Yosef later. 3And he passed before them, and they bowed to the ground seven times until he reached his brother.
4And Esav ran to greet him, and he hugged him and he fell upon his neck and they kissed and they cried. >And he
raised his eyes and he saw the women and children and he said, 'Who are these to you2' And he said: The children
Gd has given your servant.
6And the maids came forward, them and their children, and they bowed. 7And Leah and her children also came
forward and they bowed, and then Yosef and Rachel came forward and they bowed.
8And he said, 'What is all of this camp of yours that | encountered?2' And he said, 'To find favour in the eyes of my
master.' And Esav said, 'l have much; my brother, may yours be yours.' 10And Yaakov said, 'No, please, if | have
found favour in your eyes then take my gift from my hands; seeing your face is like seeing the face of Gd, and you
have been satisfied with me. 11Take my blessing which has been brought to you, for Gd has shown me favour and |
have all.' And he pushed him, and he took it.
12And he said, 'Let us travel and go, and | will go opposite you.' 13And he said to him, 'My master knows that the
children are soft and the nursing sheep and cattle are upon me. Were | to push them for a day, all of the sheep would
die. "4let my master pass before his servant, and | will travel slowly, in accord with the work before me and in accord
with my children, until | come to my master, to Seir.' 1°And Esav said, 'l will go forth now with you, leaving the nation
that is with me." And he said, "Why? Let me find favour in the eyes of my master.' 1And Esav returned to his path to
Seir on that day.

3. Midrash, Sifri Behaalotcha 69
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‘And he kissed him" has dots atop it, for he did not kiss Yaakov with all of his heart.
R’ Shimon bar Yochai said: It is established halachah that Esav hates Yaakov, but his mercies were reversed at that
moment, and he kissed Yaakov with all of his heart.



4. lbn Ezra to 33:4
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The lesson regarding the dots of vayishakehu is good for those who were recently weaned, but on a literal level Esav

did not plan to harm his brother. 'And they cried' is as Yosef did with his brothers.

5. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 25b
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If he asks the Jew where he is going, the Jew should extend the route, as Yaakov did to Esav...

Do we really learn from this?

6. Ramban to 32:1
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There is another hint in it for generations, for all that happened to our father with his brother Esav will always happen

to us with the children of Esav. We should emulate the righteous one, preparing ourselves in the three ways he

prepared himself: For prayer, a gift, and rescue via war, to flee and be saved.

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 75:11
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When Yaakov called Esav "my master", Gd said to him: You lowered yourself and called Esav "my master" eight

times; by your life, | will establish eight kings from his descendants before yours, as it is written...

Galut vs. Israel
8. R' Dovid Cohen, Maaseh Avot Siman laBonim | pg. 9-12
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In my humble opinion we may detect this in Ramban's golden tongue, "There was a tradition in their hands that this is
the Portion of Exile." Apparently, we should learn from our ancestor Yaakov's conduct, but our sages criticized him for
doing this in Israel, when one should not act in the ways of exile...
The gift and prayer are explicit in the verses, but war is mentioned in "the remaining camp will flee," indicating that
the goal of war is to fight so that the remaining camp will flee... The goal of our ancestor Yaakov was to save what he
could until we could reach the end of days and the fulfillment of "And the rescuers will ascend Mount Zion to judge
Mount Esav." He had a tradition that throughout the days of exile one should be humble before Esav.

9. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 76:3
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"And he said: Should Esav come to one camp and strike it" refers to our brethren in the south, "And the remaining
camp will flee" refers to our brethren in exile.

Chanukah

10.  Ramban to 32:4
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They said in Bereishit Rabbah 75:3, "'One who grips the ears of a dog [enters a fight which is not his own]. Gd said

to him: He was going on his way, and you sent to him, 'So says your servant Yaakov."" In my view this also hints that

we began our own fall into the hand of Edom, for the kings of the Second Temple made a pact with the Romans, some

of them going to Rome, and this caused their fall into the hands of Rome.



