Malachi, Week 3 — The Role of the Kohanim: 2:1-9

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

Kohen: Midpoint of Heaven and Earth

2:1-3 A pox of shame upon the kohanim (and the nation)

1. Abarbanel pg. 255
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Should they not listen to his rebuke and turn their heart to honour the honoured Gd in their service, He would send the

curse against them. That is for the kohanim; for the entire nation it says, 'And | will curse their blessings.'

2. Rashi to 2:2
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'And | have also cursed her' — There is no reason to make it dependent upon the condition | had set, 'If they do not
listen," for | know they will not listen. Therefore, | curse her from this moment.

2:4-7 What the kohen is meant to be
3. lbn Ezra to 2:4
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Now he addresses Israel, who are obligated to honour the kohanim who serve Gd, doing as they instruct and not
bringing blemished offerings.

4. Radak to 2:4
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| give you such a great instruction because | desire My covenant to be with the tribe of Levi, as | had established it.

5. Abarbanel pg. 255
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Know that | did not send you this instruction so that you might honour My Name, but because My covenant was with

Levi, with whom | made a covenant before all Israel with the staffs they placed in the Tent of Meeting. Therefore, it

would be appropriate for you to maintain the covenant.

6. Pinchas — Bamidbar 25:11-12; Shoftim 20

7. Talmud Yerushalmi Peah 1:1
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'The Torah of truth was in his mouth' — even that which he heard from his rebbe [Torah]. 'And corruption was not
found on his lips' — even that which he had not heard from his rebbe [general discourse].

8. Talmud, Sanhedrin 6b
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Moshe would say, 'Let the law pierce the mountain!' But Aharon loved peace and pursued peace, and created peace
between parties, as it says...

9. Midrash, Avot d'Rabbi Natan 12
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R’ Meir said: What is the meaning of, ‘And he brought many back from sing’

When Aharon travelled and encountered a wicked person, he greeted him. The next day, when the man wished to
sin, he said, "Woe is mel How will I lift my eyes after this and see Aharon2 | am embarrassed before him, for he
greeted me.” And so that man would keep himself from sinning.

And so if two people fought with each other, Aharon went and sat with one of them and said, ‘My son, see what your
friend is saying! He strikes his heart and tears his clothes and says, ‘Woe is me, how will | lift my eyes and see my
friend2 | am embarrassed before him, for | sinned against him.” Aharon would sit with him until he had removed the
anger from his heart, and then Aharon would go sit with the other...

10.  Rashito 2:6
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This is Aharon, Elazar and Pinchas. Also, in the incident of the Calf they brought their entire tribe back from sin, as it
is written, 'And all of the sons of Levi gathered to him.'

11.  They seek Torah from his mouth — Devarim 17:9, 27:9, 33:10

12. Radak to 2:6
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'In peace' when he clung to Me to do My will... 'And in justice' in walking in the paths of humanity, in a straight path.
In both, he is with Me.

13.  Talmud, Chagigah 15b
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If a rebbe resembles a malach of Gd, let them seek Torah from his mouth. If not, they should not seek Torah from his
mouth.

2:89 You did not fulfill your role, and so you are degraded
14.  Radak to 2:9
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They show favour to the wealthy of the nation, to flatter them regarding the laws of the Torah, warping the law.



