Malachi, Week 2 — The Curse of the Kohanim: 1:6-14, 2:1-3

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

1:6-14 You disgrace Me with your service

1. Radak to 1:14
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"My name is awesome among the nations" — And you, who | loved from all the nations, do not revere Me.

2. Abarbanel pg. 252
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For in the Second Temple, only the korbanot remained from all of the sanctities of the House of Gd. Instead of the

kohanim being properly careful with them, to perform them according to the law, they did the opposite, degrading Gd

and His service.

3. Radak to 1:6
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He rebuked the kohanim first, for they ought to have rebuked and taught [the nation], as Devarim 17:9 says, "You

shall come to the kohanim and levites." Not only do you not rebuke — you support the wicked who bring degraded

korbanot!

4. Abarbanel pg. 255
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This guilt cannot be assigned to the masses, who lack knowledge and learning; this is your mitzvah, kohanim, and

you are responsible to guide the nation in a proper path...

5. The theme of Parent and Master — Yeshayah 1:3; Michah 7:6; Malachi 2:10

6. Rashito 1:7
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"When you say the table of Gd is degraded" - They degraded it, trading portions of flour offerings and sacred

offerings with each other. They would say, "Since we are not allowed to trade flour offerings for flour offerings and

slaughtered offerings for slaughtered offerings, and splitting each offering for the sake of an olive-sized or bean-sized

amount per person is burdensome..."

7. Talmud, Pesachim 3b
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There were three kohanim; one said "l received a bean-sized amount," one said "l received an olive-sized amount,"
and one said "l received an amount like the tail of a lizard." They investigated the last one and found a cause for
disqualification.

8. Abarbanel pg. 252
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They said that the altar was degraded because they would bring fat and blood — materials degraded in their eyes -
thereupon.



9. Abarbanel pg. 252
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Because the position of righteous and good kohanim is to pray on behalf of Israel... Therefore, the prophet said

regarding these wicked kohanim, "Now beseech Gd and pray to Gd for us, and He will favour us in our trouble!"

10.  Rashito 1:10
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If one says to another, "Block open this door," the other does not demand payment. "Light this lamp for me," the other

does not ask for payment. You neither close my door nor light My altar for nothing, so you certainly have not done for

free those things which people normally do for pay! Therefore, | have no desire for you.

11.  Radak to 1:11
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If I would instruct them as | instructed you, they would bring incense and offerings to Me. Further, they would bring a

pure offering — not as you do, bringing an impure and degraded offering.

Or: Even though they bring incense and offerings to idolatry, they mean to bring it to Me.

12. Abarbanel pg. 253
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When they see the great daily motion, the first sphere moving from east to west daily, through their analysis and

investigation they come fo believe in a First Cause for all causes... And they exalt Him and perform the cleanest and

purest services and incense possible in their minds.

13.  Abarbanel pg. 252
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'Will He show favour' parallels '"May Gd show favour to you'; the kohanim pray for Gd to forgive the nation's sins.

14. Rashito 1:13
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This is one of eighteen words of scribal emendation. 'You made it sad' — it was written 'Me', but the text was altered,
writing 'it'.

2:1-3 A pox of shame upon the kohanim (and the nation)

15.  Abarbanel pg. 255
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Should they not listen to his rebuke and turn their heart to honour the honoured Gd in their service, He would send the

curse against them. That is for the kohanim; for the entire nation it says, 'And | will curse their blessings.'

16. Rashi to 2:2
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'And | have also cursed her' — There is no reason to make it dependent upon the condition | had set, 'If they do not
listen," for | know they will not listen. Therefore, | curse her from this moment.



