Malachi, Week 1 — Introduction, 1:1-5
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What fascinates about Malachi?

Who was Malachi?
1. A messenger of Gd: Chaggai 1:13

2. lbn Ezra to 1:1
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In my view, this is his name. He was at the end of the prophets, and so he warned, "Remember the Torah of Moshe
My servant," for with his death prophecy ceased among Israel.

3. A message of tithing: Nechemiah 10:38-40

4. Talmud, Megilah 3a
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"I, Daniel alone, saw the vision; the men with me did not see the vision, but great terror fell upon them, and they fled
into hiding. (Daniel 10:5)" Who were the men2 R' Yirmiyah or R' Chiyya bar Abba said: Chaggai, Zecharyah and
Malachi. They were greater than him, and he was greater than them; they were greater in that they were prophets,
but he was greater in that he saw this vision and they did not.

5. Talmud, Yoma 9b
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When the last prophets — Chaggai, Zecharyah and Malachi - died, Divine inspiration left Israel.

6. Talmud, Megilah 15a
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Rav Nachman said: Malachi was Mordechai; he was called Malachi because he was an assistant to the king

[melech]. But we learned, "Baruch ben Neryah, Sarayah ben Maasiah, Daniel, Mordechai Bilshan and Chaggai,

Zecharyah and Malachi all prophesied in Darius's second year!" This is a rebuttal.

R' Yehoshua ben Karchah said: Malachi was Ezra. And the Sages said his name was Malachi.

Rav Nachman said: Logic is with the view that Malachi was Ezra, for Malachi 2:11 records, "Judea was traitorous

and a repelling thing was done in Israel and Jerusalem, for Judea has desecrated the Gd he loved, living with the

daughter of a foreign god." Who separated foreign women? Ezra, as seen in Ezra 10:2.

7. Radak to 1:1
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And our sages said Malachi is Ezra, but we have never seen Ezra called a prophet, only "Ezra the Scribe".

Key themes  Covenant; Respect for the Beit haMikdash; Intermarriage; Theodicy

Popular verses 1:8 2:5-7 3:4 3:10 3:16 3:23-24



1:1-5 Yaakov over Esav
8. Rwn — Something to deliver; A curse; A judgment; A burden for the listener

9. Radak to 1:3
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"I hated Esav" — Because of his deeds and those of his descendants, and | did not want them to take a portion with

Esav's brother Yaakov in the land of Canaan... And when they hurt Israel further and rejoiced in his destruction and

exile, | hated them.

10. lbn Ezra to 1:2
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| loved Yaakov and gave him the land of Canaan which | had sworn to his ancestors for their descendants. | chased

Esav from the land of Gd, and | gave him Mount Seir for his father's honour, and due to his evil | made his mountains

desolate.

11.  Radak to 1:3
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Although your land was also desolate, you returned there and you dwell there now. They will not return to their land,
ever, for it will always be desolate.

12.  Rashito 1:1
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The message had already been given into this hands for many days; based on this, our sages taught in the Mechilta
that all of the prophets stood atop Mount Sinai, and the prophecies were given to them there.

13.  Abarbanel pg. 251
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These twins were naturally opposite, indicating that their conception and birth was based on Divine, supernatural

desire, for the One who knows and witnesses saw that Esav and his descendants would be among those who rebel

against the light. And this was why He gave them natures such that one would hate his brother... because anger falls

only among equals.



