My Heart Exults: The Song of Chanah
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A song of praise
1. Talmud, Berachot 31a
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[King Solomon said:] 'To listen to the rinah and [afterward] to the fefilah.' Rinah is praise, fefilah is a request.

2. Metzudat David (R' David Altschuler) to 2:1
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The actual fefilah is at the end of her words. First she arranged praises of Gd, and so it says, 'And she said.'

3. Ralbag (R' Levi ben Gershon) to 2:1
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Chanah recited fefilah to Gd regarding her son, offering praise and thanks to Gd.

4. Radak (R' David Kimchi) to 2:1
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Chanah began this song by addressing the tranquil and arrogant of this world, and the humble and lowly of the

world, for Gd sees all. He lowers the arrogant and elevates the lowly, as happened with her and her rival, Pnina.

5. Radak to 2:2
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"For there is none other than You" — | know that there is none to whom one should pray other than You, and therefore
| say, "No one is holy like Gd."
"There is no rock like our Gd" — None is strong like our Gd, who reverses nature at will. | was barren, and by nature |
should not have been able to produce a child.

6. Ralbag to 2:3
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Gd alone knows the future. Deeds are not weighed by a man who thinks to perform them; so is not the way of man.
As it is read with a1, 'To Him deeds are weighed,' it means that deeds are weighed only by Him.

7. Metzudat Dovid to 2:5
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His Divine supervision is so great that a woman who had been barren produces seven children, and a woman who
possessed many children loses all of them to destruction.

8. Radak to 2:6
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First it mentioned 'kills' and then it mentioned 'gives life', in the reverse order. He gives life, meaning He sets up a

person in life and lengthens his days as He chooses... Or it hints at troubles and relief... Or it hints at reward for the

righteous and fatal punishment for the wicked.

9. Radak to 2:10
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She was aware of a tradition that there would be a Jewish king. She closed this song by mentioning the king because

she had mentioned the downfall of the wicked, the enemies of Israel, and she said that Gd would strengthen the

Jewish king so that Israel would be saved from their enemies at his hand.



10.  Roots of King David's songs
2:2 and Tehillim 75:6

2:4 and Tehillim 18

2:6 and Tehillim 30:4

2:8 and Tehillim 113:7-8

2:9 and Tehillim 37:28; Tehillim 97:10
2:10 and Shemuel Il 22:51

A prophecy
11.  Talmud, Megilah 14a
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Chanah [was a prophetess] as it is written: And Chanah prayed and said, '"My heart exults in Gd, my horn is raised.'
'My horn is raised,' my jug is not raised. David and Solomon were anointed with the horn and their monarchy
endured; Saul and Yehu were anointed with a jug and their monarchy did not endure.

12. R' Yehudah Chill, Daat Mikra to Shemuel, Introduction, page 49
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It is possible to suggest that the great majority of the book of Shemuel comes to describe the realization of Chanah's

prophetic prayer, 'And He will give strength to His king, and He will elevate the horn of His anointed one,' after many

varied incarnations, in tangible reality.

13.  Rashi (R' Shlomo Yitzchaki) to 2:5
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Chanah produced seven, as it is written, 'For Gd answered Chanah, and she conceived and birthed three sons and
two daughters.' When Chanah birthed one, Pnina buried two. Pnina had ten sons, as it is said, 'l am better for you
than ten sons' of Pnina; when Chanah had birthed four, Pnina had buried eight. When Chanah conceived and
birthed a fifth child, Pnina prostrated herself at her feet and asked for mercy, and the last two lived and were
attributed to Chanah [to reach 7]. This is the view of R' Nechemiah. R' Yehudah said: Grandchildren are like children.
And some say that shivah in gematria equals Shemuel [377].

14.  Targum Yonatan to 2:1
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And Chanah prayed with a Divine prophetic spirit, and she said: Shemuel my son will be a prophet over Israel, in his
days they will be redeemed from the hand of the Philistines, and via him miracles and mighty deeds will be
performed. Therefore, my heart is strong in the portion Gd has given me. Also, Heiman son of Yoel, son of my son
Shemuel will arise, with his fourteen sons, to sing with stringed instruments with their Levite brethren, offering praise in
the Beit haMikdash. Therefore, my horn is raised with the gift Gd has apportioned for me. Also [ praise Gd for] the
miraculous punishment which will happen to the Philistines, who will bring the Ark of Gd in a new wagon, with a guilt
offering. So will the nation of Israel say, "l open my mouth to speak mighty words upon my enemies, for | rejoice in
Your salvation."



15. Radak to 2:6
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Or, she said this verse as prophecy or tradition regarding the future revitalization of the dead.

A philosophical message

16.  Professor Yosef Haim Yerushalmi, Zakhor, pg. 89

There is an inherent tension in modern Jewish historiography even though most often it is not felt on the surface nor
even acknowledged. To the degree that this historiography is indeed "modern" and demands to be taken seriously, it
must at least functionally repudiate premises that were basic to all Jewish conceptions of history in the past. In effect, it
must stand in sharp opposition to its own subject matter, not on this or that detail, but concerning the vital core: the
belief that divine providence is not only an ultimate but an active causal factor in Jewish history, and the related belief
in the uniqueness of Jewish history itself.

17.  Radak to 2:5
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Our view regarding this passage, and the entire song, is that Chanah said: All of the affairs of this world, and all
human needs, depend upon the hand of the blessed Creator and His will. He supervises groups and individuals and
does to them according to His will. Even if it seems to people that Gd does something which is against their will and
desire, they should pray to Him with all of their spirits as | did, and He will fulfill their request and desire in every area
of their desire and need, for His supervision below is as it is above, as she said at the end, "Gd owns the foundations
of the earth, and He set the land upon them."

18.  Don Isaac Abarbanel to Shemuel | 2 pg. 176
XD 737 71227 5V a2 230 921K K2 K HYIW AR 027 maw PRV 72 a0y 9aR (FIpR Dw) 19727 O 1y 02k maw K7
...7NY '72 0K 2 17272 571201 2P R R? 0D 19 700
OV INRA R IWRA DYDY T2 OK 0D 10 1K ,72°77 QY 71291 SNRY ARAW 27X W XYW 70K 710w 20270 12m
YT RDY AR KDY 123 D7 23 DPANAR 9721 0107 XITW ,7120° 220 1207 XYY VAN 007 AT LIV NROW INIRG M
9721 WITP NPT QY TI2N° PI9RI 37 0D ,NT0DI TAWNN NAR2 W YTINY AN¥0 17,002 10200 X9 987 2°90wn 000270
723 RIW 17 %17 ,'737123 17270 1270 R DRI AT DRI QY PR L9590 2N02 WP PR 0D R %17 ,'N002 PR IR
‘00N PRy Ry DaX ,Q1PMA%2r2 Poynn oX) 0°9I1019977 127 APW 7272 WWN R ,12 1R A X7 77 °10m1 man vn
RITW 17 %17 'NIPOHY 11001 171 292 IND2 WK 207277 VT MY X1 'NIwT YR 00’ oM ,07nnR) 2PNy 20027 112Tm
LJPARNRR
"My heart did not rejoice with Elkanah and his words; only now did | exult in Gd, and did my heart rejoice. Although
my husband said, 'l am good for you' to provide honour, it was not so; my horn was elevated and | was honoured not
through his words, but in Gd, now..."
Understand what Chanah said: No one should think that her joy and honour came from the child. It is not so; it was in
Gd and His salvation, for the child came from Him...
One might say that her procreation was natural and not from Gd, since Gd is apart from the material and elevated
above elevation. He will not supervise and know of lowly matters, and not give them His attention. She wished to
declare this an entirely incorrect concept. Gd is holy and apart, as she said, 'There is none other than You,' meaning
that there is no one who is holy other than Gd. Still, even with that introduction, 'Do not increase your speech of
elevation.' You allege that He is elevated above elevation, and so He will not supervise. It is not so; do not turn to the
lies of the philosophers and do not involve yourselves with their investigations. 'Let ancient ideas come from your
mouths,' speak ancient and true words. 'Gd is knowing,' He knows all that happens here. 'All events are weighed by
Him', meaning that He supervises...

For us: The credit for success; Satisfaction; Responding to cynicism




