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Shall | cry on Tishah b'Av?
1. Zecharyah 7:3
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Shall I cry in the fifth month, refraining as | have done these many years?

2. Zecharyah 7:5-7 (loose translation)
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Tell the nation of the land and the kohanim: When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh, these seventy

years, did | fast?2 When you eat and drink, you are the ones who eat and drink. The words which Gd declared via His

early prophets, when Jerusalem was settled and peaceful, her cities around her, and the desert and lowlands settled...

3. R' Yitzchak Abarbanel to Zecharyah 7:3
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It said "Shall I cry", singular... Because perhaps those who lived in Jerusalem should not cry in the fifth month, since

their loss has been returned - but |, who dwell in Babylon, perhaps | should cry in the fifth month.

4. R' Yitzchak Abarbanel to Zecharyah 7:5
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Since they do not wish to ascend to Jerusalem, and they minimize the honour of the Redemption, why should they

inquire at all regarding the Beit haMikdashe Let them do what is good in their eyes, in the lands and among their

nations! But as for the nation and priests in Jerusalem who have heard their words, tell them this so that they will not

doubt as a result of the mistakes of these questioners...

5. Zecharyah 7:9-12 (loose translation)
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So declares Gd: Judge truth, and perform generosity and mercy with each other. Do not cheat the widow, stranger
and orphan, and do not plot evil against your brother in your hearts. But they refused to listen, and they turned a
rebellious shoulder, and they deafened their ears from hearing. They made their hearts impenetrable, so as not to hear

Torah and the messages sent by Gd via the early prophets, and great anger came from Gd.

6. Zecharyah 8:16-19 (loose translation)
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Thus you shall do: Speak truthfully with each other, and judge truth and justice of peace in your gates. Do not plot the
harm of others in your hearts, and do not love false oaths, for | hate all of these; this is the word of Gd... So declares
Gd: The fast of the fourth, the fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh, the fast of the tenth, will be for the house of
Yehudah joy and happiness and great occasions. Love truth and peace!

Complacency
7. Talmud, Gittin 55b
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R' Yochanan said: What is the meaning of, 'Fortunate is one who is always afraid; one who hardens his heart will fall
info evil2' Because of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza Yerushalayim was destroyed; because of a rooster and chicken Tur
Malka was destroyed; because of the axle of a wagon Beitar was destroyed.

8. R' Avraham lbn Ezra to Zecharyah 8:18
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Opposite those who asked, "Shall | cry in the fifth month," who did not observe the Torah Gd had commanded them
and who asked whether to observe that which their ancestors had accepted, the prophet replied, "You would do
better if you listened to the words of Gd and abandoned the words of your ancestors, rather than guard the words of
your ancestors and abandon the words of Gd, which are the fully righteous words."

But don't we believe in minhagim?

9. R' Moshe Sofer, Responsa of Chatam Sofer 1:197
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All of the halachah contained in the Shulchan Aruch is that which was given equally to all Israel, with no one

excluded. Yet he who possesses only Torah does not really even possess Torah, for then his performance becomes

merely habit and custom passed on from generation to generation. He who would achieve piety before his Creator

will be recognized by his deeds — by those practices which he originates for the sake of heaven, to become a nazir

from whatever his heart chooses. In this no two individuals are alike, because no two people love Gd alike.

10.  R' Avraham Yitzchak haKohen Kook, excerpted from 7o my mouth, a shofar

We will not measure every acquisition by our measure.
We will know that each individual is only a unit,

one portion, a share of our community,

and how could the whole judge but little?

If one whose work is in Torah, in fine points of law,
if he would depart to sing songs, to examine poetry,
his profit would be balanced by his loss in these tasks,

and his work would ascend in smoke, and his learning would be uprooted.

Or one whose task is in examining wisdom,

to be transported to the heavens in the deeds of Creation and Merkavah,
in the war of pure ideas his intellect battles.

This is his portion in his life, which his soul loves.

Or one who loves to seek in knowledge and philosophy,
to birth ideas in parables,

to open streams like channels of water in the desert,
upon the plain of exegeses his hand founded her.

Or one who turns his heart to analysis of history,

in books of generations and chronicles of days.

There, too, he will find gold and precious coins;

there he will build a temple to knowledge in the heights.
And whose heart is given to secular wisdoms,

to medicine, to nature, to mathematics, to chemistry,
and his heart thirsts and broadens like the depths,

to enjoy the benefits of branching, fruitful knowledge.
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Those who pursue insight in parables, seeking ability and insight,
if they seek only insight, honestly, in righteousness,

seeking pure insight, not straying or desecration,

then the voices will cease and the protests will halt.

Those who love labour, when they raise their voice,

if in truth they will raise their banner in love of labour,

to increase production among our nation they will give their strength,
then as illuminating stars, over our heavens they will shine.

Guardians of Torah and mitzvot, who reign with Gd,

if to strengthen the law they raise their voices,

why would not all turn their ears to them?

Who would be cruel to them, summoning against them a group?

Those who love the holy language, the beloved language,

if they will give a hand in the name of benefiting the language,
who will not accept them with great love?

Who would not support them with one hearte

Or one who has strength in his loins, a full arm,
and to all manner of production his heart turns,
will travel his path, aiming for the hair's breadth,
to broaden labour and find his life therein.

Each person toward his heart's desire will travel and succeed,
and from the fruit of their hands, their nation will be elevated.
Each in his trade will breathe the breath of life;
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when he builds for himself a home, the ruin of our people will be erected.

11.  Talmud, Berachot 30b
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How does one recite [the wayfarer's prayer]2 Rav Chisda said: While standing. Rav Sheshet said: Even while

travelling.

Rav Chisda and Rav Sheshet were travelling, and Rav Chisda halted to pray. Rav Sheshet said to his servant, "What

is Rav Chisda doing?" He said, "He has halted, and he is praying." Rav Sheshet said, "Halt me, too, and | will pray;

given the chance to be good, do not be called bad."

12.  R' Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin to Bamidbar 24
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That which grows in a garden is not like that which grows in a field; a field is planted with only one or two varieties,
as opposed to gardens which have many kinds of seeds. Still, each garden has one central variety, and it's only that
small quantities of other varieties are planted around it. So, too, each Jew is filled with the mitzvot of Gd, but each has
one special mitzvah in which he is extra careful, as is seen in the Mechilta, “One who performs a single mitzvah,
faithfully, is worthy of Divine inspiration.” Regarding the mishnah that states, “One who performs a single mitzvah
receives goodness,” the Talmud Yerushalmi explains, “This refers to performing a mitzvah with exceptional care.”




