Segregating Children of Different Backgrounds
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Introduction

1. Talmud, Bava Batra 21a
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2. Rama Yoreh Deah 81:7
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Vignettes
e The Cohen family move to Toronto from the United States, where their son Jonathan, age 9, attended a day

school which did not teach Ivrit b'lvrit. Should the school accept him, or should they be concerned about
dragging down the educational level of the class?

e The Schwartz family move to Toronto from the United States, where their son Sammy, age 7, attended
preschool and early grades in a public school. Through tutors, he would be able to keep up with the class.
Should the school accept him, or should they be concerned that he might influence other children with the
language and habits he learned in public school?

e Grade 4 has 50 children enrolled, and the students will be split into three classes. The parents of 15 students
suggest that their children should be placed in a class on their own, because they come from homes without
television and Internet. Should the school honour their request?

Communal and Educational Issues

3. R' Samson Raphael Hirsch, Collected Writings VIl pg. 108-109

When the child enters school, he acquires his first experiences in living and working together with a larger group of
companions, all of whom follow the same way of life, have the same aspirations and enjoy the same rights. This
association with his peers, and also his relations with his seniors and superiors at school, will prepare him for hs
eventual entry into the adult world and into adult society. The school offers to our little ones a world in microcosm, and
the importance of this preparation should certainly not be underestimated. This is true particularly of schools that do
not cultivate social distinctions, schools that, just as the adult world, are equally open to children of all social classes...
Parents do not know what damage they do if they send their children to "exclusive" schools. For by so doing, they
teach their children to become arrogant, to overrate outward appearances and to class others by superficial,
unimportant criteria. Such children will easily acquire the habit of beng courteous only to their peers or to those who,
in their opinon, are their betters...

4. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 18b
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5. Pirkei Avot 1:7
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Core texts in conflict
6. Talmud, Chullin 133a
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7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Talmud Torah 4:1
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8. Talmud, Berachot 28a

D127 XY 1722 1910 PRY 7270 92 IR 107 DRI9NA 127 70w 0107 2Y71PN0 MwA 27 7101 [N9T MY 1mMIPD0 a1 NI

9090 1IRA Y2IR IDOINR AR 77 1327 ORNDIT 12 A0 R2AX 72 °3°HD 13717 227 MR VK000 713 WVOINR XAV RITT WITAT 1020

MM AN NP 7 AR DRIWIM 77N NV 219U 07 RADT AR IR97 1277 PNVT RWON XP M7 02000 IRA Yaw R T
779 MART X PNYT 2N RO RO R RALP 1007

9. Avot d'Rabbi Natan 2:9
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Denying admission based on educational level

10.  Meiri to Pirkei Avot 1:1
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11.  R' Yosef Rozen, Tzafnat Paneiach 2:17
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12.  R'Yisrael Meir Lau, Yachel Yisrael 2
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Denying admission or segregating based upon conduct

13.  R' Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Orach Chaim 2:73
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14.  R' Shmuel Eliezer Eidels, Maharsha to Chullin 133a
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15.  Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Deiot 6:1
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16. R' Yehudah haChasid, Sefer Chasidim 189
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17.  Midrash, Kohelet Rabbah 3
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18. R' Yekutiel Yehudah Halberstam, Divrei Yatziv 137:4
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19.  R' Avraham Yitzchak haKohen Kook, Olat Re'iyyah | pg. 81
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20.  R' Shlomo Aviner, Pirkei Chinuch | pg. 82
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21.  R' Aharon Leib Shteinman, cited in http://www.5tjt.com/local-news/11089

Rav Shteinman, upon seeing the list of students, asked why these particular young ladies were not accepted into the
local Bais Yaakov. The Avreichim quickly corrected Rav Shteinman and stated that it was not that they were not
accepted. Au contraire, these young ladies were from the finer families, a cut above the standard “Bais Yaakov”
family. The parents had willingly registered them in this elite school. Rav Shteinman responded that, if that is the case,
the plans for the school should be negated immediately...

A few days after the incident developed Rav Shteinman explained, “The Bais Yaakov schools do an extraordinary job
in educating our girls, and there are a number of reasons why developing more “elite” schools is unwarranted. One
reason is that it is important that the parents understand that a child raised in @ manner that is disconnected from her
friends, can and does ruin the child forever. Children learn with their peers and the elitism can be most destructive to
them.”

22.  R'Yaakov Kamenetzky, conversation with teachers, cited by Aharon Hersh Fried, Hakirah Vol. 13
It's a more normal setting, children from different Jewish backgrounds, it's a broader exposure.

23.  R' Avraham Yeshayah Karelitz (Chazon Ish), cited in Maaseh Ish 4:46
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24.  R' Shlomo Aviner, Pirkei Chinuch 1 pg. 82
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