Living Close to Gd: The Life and Lessons of Rabbi Yehudah haChasid, Week 1

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

Who was R' Yehudah haChasid?
1. Sefer Chasidim 1
927 ATRMY 0912 22277 27 Y 2w YT 1R 11X D0 MwYY IRT12 N27RA 7O 127 WK T°00 03 AW CawnT 7 oRY 200N
PYWY 22700 W 127 HY 0°127 7277 DOWHY 70N WOw DY) .M2277 WYY 97 IRT2 X9 mwys POV TR phinb X
NI 12N '[5.7?317 0°7°01 7950 2n31 '|317 71297 PRIV QY70 INIRD TRA 7207 AW T MITO0MT 27272 1A ¥ 12K DY
phiak/ 1°2°9% 72T ATNM MWY? 729w 77 1727 W 27w 272 aRM2Y 2w 901 'Y
This is written for those who are in awe of Gd and who contemplate His Name - for a "chasid" is one whose
heart desires love of his Creator, to fulfill all of His will — and who does not know how to place everything upon
his heart and from what things to be cautious and how to deepen his fulfillment of his Creator's desire because
the hearts have been reduced. There are chasidim who put many things upon their heart, and there are chasidim
who do little but would do more than those who do much if only they knew and understood matters of piety.
Therefore the Sefer Chasidim has been written, so that those who are in awe of Gd will see it, all those who
return to their Creator completely, and they will know and understand what they are to do and from what things
they must be cautious.

2. R' Yekutiel Aryeh Kamelhar, Chasidim haRishonim, pg. 38
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When R' Yehudah haChasid was more than eighteen years old he knew nothing, even how to daven Shacharit
and Arvit, and he was entirely ignorant, spending his time in archery. Once, his father R' Shemuel was teaching
his students Jewish law, and R' Yehudah haChasid was shooting arrows and running into his father's school. The
students were very angry, and they said to R' Shemuel, "You and your father and your father's fathers were all
great, and you will raise your son to be a wild man, with banditry as his trade?2!" R' Shemuel spoke one sacred
Name and the entire study hall was filled with light. R' Avraham [R' Yehudah's brother] turned his eyes to the
ground, but R' Yehudah haChasid neither rose nor trembled.

3. R' Shlomo Luria, Responsa of Maharshal #29
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R' Shemuel was a chasid, a holy one and a prophet, and his children were R' Avraham of Speier and
R' Yehudah haChasid of Speier, who were exiled from the place of their birth to Regensburg when his
[R' Yehudah's] wife touched the box. He had warned her, "Do not go near the box when you are not pure," and
she forgot and touched it, and the box contained secrets and sacred writings in its texts.

4. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 288:3
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Regarding one who fasts daily, such that eating on Shabbat would pain him as a change in his routine — some

say they have seen some chasidim and men of deeds fast on Shabbat for this reason. They say that R' Yehudah

haChasid did this.



5. R' Moshe Sofer, Chatam Sofer Yoreh Deah 138

MRV W' M7 HY 0N 7000 2" RPY 2°P0IDY "W 1151 ROW 03727 995 On2 KXY 1R 021277 WY XPw N 2w
X'"on "o n"oa

It would be better not to be concerned for these and similar things which were not mentioned in the Talmud or

halachic authorities. R' Yehudah haChasid is not signed on these, either, and this is clear from Sefer Chasidim

461.

6. R' Yechezkel Landau, Noda b'Yehudah Even haEzer 79
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Truth will show its path, that the Chasid instructed this to his descendants after him, for all generations, for he

saw with Divine inspiration that his children would not succeed in matches like this. Thus it does not contradict

the Talmud, which spoke regarding the community; the Chasid's words were for the individual case.

What is a Chasid? Teshuvah; Satisfying the Divine Will; Motivated by Yirah

7. Sefer Chasidim 7
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Pure awe of Gd enters a person's heart and purifies his heart and body from all bad elements, with Heavenly

aid to strengthen him in his awe of Gd. And so the sages said, "When one comes to purify himself, they help

him from Heaven," meaning that they provide him the means to perform complete repentance. The doorways of

repentance are never sealed. One mitzvah leads to another. When a person enters the doorways of teshuvah he

should pray day and night before Gd to save him from divine justice, and that he never cause corruption...

8. Rashi to Succah 53a
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A "chasid" is someone who was pious from the start.

9. Talmud, Eruvin 18b
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R' Meir said that Adam haRishon was a great chasid; when he saw that death had been decreed for him, he
fasted for 130 years...

10.Sefer Chasidim 11
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This is the root of piety, that one must act beyond the line of the law in all matters, as it is said, "Gd is pious in
all of His deeds."

11.Sefer Chasidim 12
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The root of piety is fear, when one longs to do that which is good and he abandons his yetzer out of fear of Gd.

Not that he should fear punishment in the next world, and not that he should act to gain pleasure in this world or

the next, but that he should fear lest he be imperfect in his love of the blessed Creator, as it is written, "You shall

be perfect with HaShem your Gd." This is what it means to be called, "Gd-fearing."



