Zecharyah: 5:5-11 - Potted and Deported
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Overall
1. Rashi to 5:6
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Their eyes are throughout the land to steal and cheat and 'shrink the ephah and raise the shekel', and they received
their measure, 'se'ah for se'ah'.

2. Abarbanel pg. 212
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They earned destruction and exile not only for theft and false oaths, but also for other sins, and so the malach showed

him the chamas they performed with the ephah, measuring with lies and trickery.

3. Ilbn Ezra to 5:5
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He then returned to rebuke those who remained in Babylon and did not come to build the Temple and live in the holy
land, fulfilling Gd's command.

4. Radak to 5:6
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He showed him the exile of the ten tribes who had been exiled already, embedded in exile from which they would not
now emerge as Yehudah and Binyamin had emerged. He showed him the ephah, the measure with which Gd had
measured for them, measure for measure, as they had done. They had been wicked for many years, from the day the
kingdom was split until the day they were exiled, and not one of their kings had strengthened the good - all of them
had travelled a bad path. Just as they had increased their evil, so they would be in exile for many years.

The Imagery

5. Radak to 5:9
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As | explained that the one woman represented the ten tribes, we will now explain that the two women were Yehudah

and Binyamin, exiled to Bavel. Even though they had already ascended from exile at the time of this vision, the

malach showed it to him regarding those who remained in Babylon, who were too lazy to ascend to Jerusalem even

after the nation began building the Temple. He said he saw these two women being exiled.

6. Rashi to 5:11
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The malach hinted to him that because of the Jews' sins of measuring with the se'ah of sin and wickedness, they were
struck with that measure, and two nations which reigned as one — Bavel and Kasdim, the forces of Nevuchadnezzar -
came and exiled them to Babylon. There they were fixed on the foundation established for them for seventy years, until
they returned... | saw in Midrash Tehillim that the four kingdoms which enslaved Israel were doubles — Bavel-Kasdim,
Medea-Persia, Antiochus-Macedonia, Edom-Ishmael.



7. lbn Ezra to 5:9
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The two officers of Artachshasta, king of Babylon, who would perform chamas to the Jewish families in Babylon who

remained. They had not listened to the Divine command - sent via His prophet - to return for the second Temple.

8. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 1:49
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Bereishit Rabbah said, "'The changing, flashing sword' refers to His servants, a flashing fire. 'Changing' for they

change, sometimes men, sometimes women...." This hints at Zecharyah's vision.

9. Abarbanel pg. 213
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The two women Zecharyah saw were the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. He described them as women for the

prophets did, as did Yechezkel 23:2, "They were two women, daughters of one mother."

10.  To build a house - Yirmiyahu 29:4-7

11.  Abarbanel pg. 213
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'Shinar' is like "And she shook off [na‘ar] the wicked". This means that they would build a house in their exile and live
there for a time, but they would not remain in any city. They would be continually exiled from here to here, from one
kingdom to another, as it was predicted, "And at that time you will not be calm, and you will not have rest for your
foot." The Rambam (Moreh haNevuchim 3:43) already explained that prophets see things which are familiar to them,
which reflect the name of the item they are meant to see, whether by analogy or by shared name, as though the
imagination is showing them something with a shared name.
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