Maagic, Part Il

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

Magic in the Talmud — Real or Phony? (continued)

1. Talmud, Sanhedrin 67b
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R' Yochanan said: Why are they called keshafim [0°9w3]2 For they counter [w°151] Heavenly forces [19yn 5w R*9nd].

It is written: 'There is no other power, besides Him.' R' Chanina said: Even magical forces.

There was a woman who would continually try to take dirt from beneath the feet of R' Chanina. He said to her, "If it

will work for you, go do it; it is written, 'There is no other power besides Him!""

But is this so2 Didn't R' Yochanan say, "Why are they called '"Mechashfim?' For they contradict the Heavenly forces!"

R' Chanina is different, for he had great merit.

2. Talmud, Shabbat 156a
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R' Chanina said: Mazal makes one wise, mazal enriches, and mazal affects Israel. R' Yochanan said: There is no
mazal for Israel. R' Yochanan follows the view he expressed elsewhere: "How do we know that there is no mazal for
Israel2 Yirmiyahu 10:2 says, 'So says Gd: Do not learn the ways of the nations, and do not fear the signs of the
heavens, for the nations fear them.' The nations fear them; Israel does not."

3. Rav Hai Gaon, Otzar haGaonim Chagigah 14b (pg. 26)
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As to your question regarding the definitive difference between prophecy's deeds and magic's deeds: Signs of

prophecy are far from deeds of magic and similar things, for deeds of magic are all found in nature, or could be

performed by Gd's creatures...

The Rambam's Rationalism

4. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 3:37
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This magic of which you have heard are deeds which the Sabeans, Babylonians, Chaldeans, and even more the

Egyptians and Canaanites, performed. They would make others imagine, or they would imagine themselves, that they

were performing marvelous, mysterious, deeds; whether to a single individual or to an entire town. Logic doesn’t

require a belief in these deeds, nor does sense trust that they can cause anything to happen.

5. Bertrand Russell, Why / am a Rationalist (http://www.positiveatheism.org/hist/russell7 .htm)

As far as | can see, the view to which we are committed, one which | have stated on a former occasion, is that we
ought not to believe, and we ought not to try to cause others to believe, any proposition for which there is no evidence
whatever. That seems a modest proposition, and if you can stick to that you will be fairly sure that you are not going
to become a sort of ossified endowed church. We ought not to commit ourselves to dogmatic negations any more than
to dogmatic affirmations; we ought merely to say that there are a great many propositions about which men and
women feel pretty certain, but, concerning which they have no right to feel certain, and it is our business as
Rationalists to try to make them see that those things are not cerfain.



6. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 3:14
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Do not ask me to agree with all of the calculations of nature | have mentioned. Scholastic fields of knowledge were
deficient in their day, and they did not report these ideas as received tradition from the prophets; they were the
experts of the generation in those matters, or they heard these things from the experts of the generation in those
matters. | won't deny the truth of their statements, or claim their accuracy is coincidence, where they are true;
wherever it is possible to explain a person's words in such a way that they match reality as we see it, this is the
appropriate path when dealing with a great person who acknowledges and practices truth.



