Zecharyah: 4:8-14 — Zecharyah's Menorah: The Explanation
R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

4:8-14 The explanation

1. Abarbanel pg. 210
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Note that if this passage were entirely about the Second Temple, it would have said, 'The hands of Zerubavel

founded this house, and his hands completed it,' or 'Zerubavel founded, and his hands completed, this house.'

Since it was not written thus, we know that its intent was to say that just as Zerubavel's hands founded this house,

so his hands — meaning the king who will emerge from his descendants — will complete the house.

2. The day of small things — Chaggai 2:3; Ezra 3:12

3. Radak to 4:10
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When they began to build, their foes halted their work. This was the day of small cries of triumph, and they
scorned that day through all those years when the work was halted.

4. Abarbanel pg. 210
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The even hab'dilin the hands of Zerubavel hints at the king, Mashiach, who would descend from him and build
the house of Gd. He will be the stone rejected by the builders, which becomes the cornerstone.

5. Midrash, Sifri Devarim 40:12
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You say, 'My eyes and heart will be there for all time,' but it also says, 'These are the eyes of Gd, which travel

the entire land,' and, 'The eyes of Gd see evil and good everywhere.' What does 'My eyes and heart will be

there for all time' mean? As it were, that My eyes and heart are only there.

6. 7 - Bereishit 26:33

7. Abarbanel pg. 210
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He said to him: What are these two olive trees? Now that you have come to teach me understanding, tell me the

explanation completely. You didn't tell me anything other than regarding Zerubavel, who is one person, so why

are there two trees@ Further, they have different traits — one is to the right of the bowl, the other is to the left.

8. Radak to 4:12
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He compared the branches to stalks of grain for they were full of olives, like stalks full of wheat kernels.

9. Rashi to 4:3
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They are like bowls or lentil-shaped [receptacles] used in an olive press. They stand by the olive trees, and the

olives are beaten on their own into the fzantirot, where they are warmed as in a ma’afan, and they are pressed

there in the press and the oil falls into the tzantirot, and from there to the bowl, to the pipes, to the lamps.



10.  Job 37:21-22

11.  Rashito 4:12
ANRY 277 ¥ (19 21KR) 113 273 MINT? 210 N9XT 17 W DR
This pure oil is good for illumination like gold, as in Job 37:22, 'From the north the gold comes.'

12.  Rashi to Job 37:22
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The north wind blows and banishes the rain, and the sun shines, as in, "Which pour gold from upon them."

13.  Abarbanel pg. 210
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They poured gold, not oil, as though these tzantirot were keeping the oil and casting the gold off themselves...
Because in their righteousness, the king Mashiach 'will not increase silver and gold', and the kohen gadol will
not incline after profit but after Divine service... They 'stand upon the master of the entire world," meaning they
cleave to the service of their Gd, in the sceptre, in judgment, and in kindness, and not to desire for wealth.

14. R' Tzaddok haKohen of Lublin, Pri Tzaddik Behaalotcha 10
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Gd showed Zecharyah that the menorah — which represents the light of the Spoken Torah — comes from Gd, and
that the olives pour oil from themselves... And although a person must work with all of his strength, in pain and
in loss of sleep, to merit the Spoken Torah, still, after all of the exhaustion and efforts the essential influence for
[grasping] the Spoken Torah comes from Gd Himself.

15. lbnEzrato 4:14
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Zerubavel is the 'son of the olive', meaning the oil, for he is the anointed one who will sit on the throne of Israel,

as it is written, 'And reigning upon his throne,' and Yehoshua is anointed as the kohen gadol. It says (6:13),

'There will be counsel of peace between the two of them,' and there will be no jealousy between them.

16.  Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 15:3
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'This month is for you [plural]' — As in, 'These are the two sons of the olive, who stand upon the Master of the
world."' R' Levi explained: Gd sought something with which to rescue Israel, and He did not find anything until
He found the merit of Moshe and Aharon, which stood on their behalf — this is 'These are the sons of the olive.'

17.  Midrash, Sifri Zuta 7:84
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This is Aaron and David; this one requests his priesthood, this one requests his throne.



