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1. Talmud, Shabbat 23a
A woman definitely lights, for R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said: Women are obligated in the lights of Chanukah, for they were also in that miracle.
2. Rashi to Shabbat 23a

Because the Greeks decreed that all women who were to be married for the first time would be taken by the general first, and because the miracle happened via a woman.

3. Tosafot to Megilah 4a

Rashbam explained that the essential miracle occurred via their efforts, on Purim via Esther, on Chanukah via Judith, on Pesach they were redeemed in the merit of the righteous women of that generation.

This is difficult, though, for the words, “they were also,” suggest that they were only part of it; according to Rashbam’s explanaton, it should have said, “They were!” Therefore, it appears to me that “they were also” in the danger of destruction and death, and on Pesach they were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt and on Chanukah the decree weighed mightily upon them.
4. Cheyne and Black, Encyclopaedia Biblica, “Apocrypha”

This special usage of the word is derived from the practice common among sects, religious or philosophic, of embodying their special tenets or formulai in books withheld from public use, and communicated to an inner circle of believers.
5. Mishnah, Sanhedrin 10:1
The following do not have a share in the next world: One who says that the Torah does not include the resurrection of the dead, one who says that Torah is not from Heaven, and an apikorus. Rabbi Akiva said: Also one who reads the external books.
6. Midrash, Vayyikra Rabbah 28:1

R’ Shmuel bar Nachmeni said: They wanted to hide away the book of Kohelet, for they found items in it that were inclined toward heresy.

7. Book of Maccabees II Chapter 7, Revised Standard Edition
It happened also that seven brothers and their mother were arrested and were being compelled by the king, under torture with whips and cords, to partake of unlawful swine's flesh. 

One of them, acting as their spokesman, said, "What do you intend to ask and learn from us? For we are ready to die rather than transgress the laws of our fathers." The king fell into a rage, and gave orders that pans and caldrons be heated. These were heated immediately, and he commanded that the tongue of their spokesman be cut out and that they scalp him and cut off his hands and feet, while the rest of the brothers and the mother looked on. When he was utterly helpless, the king ordered them to take him to the fire, still breathing, and to fry him in a pan. The smoke from the pan spread widely, but the brothers and their mother encouraged one another to die nobly, saying, “The Lord Gd is watching over us and in truth has compassion on us, as Moses declared in his song… when he said, `And he will have compassion on his servants.'”

After the first brother had died in this way, they brought forward the second for their sport. They tore off the skin of his head with the hair, and asked him, "Will you eat rather than have your body punished limb by limb?" He replied in the language of his fathers, and said to them, "No." Therefore he in turn underwent tortures as the first brother had done. And when he was at his last breath, he said, "You accursed wretch, you dismiss us from this present life, but the King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life, because we have died for His laws." 

After him, the third was the victim of their sport. When it was demanded, he quickly put out his tongue and courageously stretched forth his hands, and said nobly, "I got these from Heaven, and because of His laws I disdain them, and from Him I hope to get them back again." As a result the king himself and those with him were astonished at the young man's spirit, for he regarded his sufferings as nothing.

When he too had died, they maltreated and tortured the fourth in the same way. And when he was near death, he said, "One cannot but choose to die at the hands of men and to cherish the hope that Gd gives of being raised again by Him. But for you there will be no resurrection to life!" 

Next they brought forward the fifth and maltreated him. But he looked at the king, and said, "Because you have authority among men, mortal though you are, you do what you please. But do not think that Gd has forsaken our people. Keep on, and see how His mighty power will torture you and your descendants!" 

After him they brought forward the sixth. And when he was about to die, he said, "Do not deceive yourself in vain. For we are suffering these things on our own account, because of our sins against our own Gd. Therefore astounding things have happened. But do not think that you will go unpunished for having tried to fight against Gd!" 

The mother was especially admirable and worthy of honorable memory. Though she saw her seven sons perish within a single day, she bore it with good courage because of her hope in the Lord. She encouraged each of them in the language of their fathers. Filled with a noble spirit, she fired her woman's reasoning with a man's courage, and said to them, "I do not know how you came into being in my womb. It was not I who gave you life and breath, nor I who set in order the elements within each of you. Therefore the Creator of the world, who shaped the beginning of man and devised the origin of all things, will in His mercy give life and breath back to you again, since you now forget yourselves for the sake of His laws." 

Antiochus felt that he was being treated with contempt, and he was suspicious of her reproachful tone. The youngest brother being still alive, Antiochus not only appealed to him in words, but promised with oaths that he would make him rich and enviable if he would turn from the ways of his fathers, and that he would take him for his friend and entrust him with public affairs. Since the young man would not listen to him at all, the king called the mother to him and urged her to advise the youth to save himself. After much urging on his part, she undertook to persuade her son. But, leaning close to him, she spoke in their native tongue as follows, deriding the cruel tyrant: "My son, have pity on me. I carried you nine months in my womb, and nursed you for three years, and have reared you and brought you up to this point in your life, and have taken care of you. I beseech you, my child, to look at the heaven and the earth and see everything that is in them, and recognize that Gd did not make them out of things that existed. Thus also mankind comes into being. Do not fear this butcher, but prove worthy of your brothers. Accept death, so that in Gd's mercy I may get you back again with your brothers." 

While she was still speaking, the young man said, "What are you waiting for? I will not obey the king's command, but I obey the command of the law that was given to our fathers through Moses. But you, who have contrived all sorts of evil against the Hebrews, will certainly not escape the hands of Gd. For we are suffering because of our own sins. And if our living Lord is angry for a little while, to rebuke and discipline us, He will again be reconciled with his own servants.But you, unholy wretch, you most defiled of all men, do not be elated in vain and puffed up by uncertain hopes, when you raise your hand against the children of heaven. You have not yet escaped the judgment of the almighty, all-seeing Gd. For our brothers after enduring a brief suffering have drunk of everflowing life under Gd's covenant; but you, by the judgment of Gd, will receive just punishment for your arrogance. I, like my brothers, give up body and life for the laws of our fathers, appealing to Gd to show mercy soon to our nation and by afflictions and plagues to make you confess that He alone is Gd, and through me and my brothers to bring to an end the wrath of the Almighty which has justly fallen on our whole nation."

The king fell into a rage, and handled him worse than the others, being exasperated at his scorn. So he died in his integrity, putting his whole trust in the Lord. Last of all, the mother died, after her sons.

8. Talmud, Gittin 57b
Rav Yehudah said: The verse, “We are killed for you all day, we are considered as sleep for the slaughter,” refers to the woman and her seven sons.

They brought the first to the governor, and said, “Bow to the idol!” He replied, “The Torah states, ‘I am the HaShem your Gd!” They removed him and killed him, and brought the next…

The governor said to him, “I will thrown down my ring, and you bend and pick it up. People will then say that he accepted upon himself the rule of the king.”

He replied, “Woe to you, governor! Woe to you, governor! You are so concerned for your own honor, how much more so for the honor of Gd!”

They removed him to kill him. His mother said to them, “Give him to me, and I will kiss him a little.”

She said to him, “My sons! Go tell your father Avraham: You bound up one altar, I bound up seven altars!” And she, too, ascended to the roof and fell and died.

A voice emerged from heaven and declared, “The mother of the children is joyous.”

9. Talmud, Gittin 57b
Once 400 boys and girls were captured for abuse. They knew why they were sought, and said, “If we drown in the sea, will we come to the next world?”

The elders among them taught, “HaShem declared: I will return them from Bashan, I will return them from the depths of the sea. ‘Bashan’ is bein shinei aryeh (between the teeth of a lion). ‘From the depths of the sea’ refers to those who drown in the sea.”
When the girls heard this, they all leapt and fell into the sea.

10. Shemuel I 2:5
Those who were once full have now hired themselves out to earn bread, and those who were hungry are no longer so. The barren has birthed seven, and the one who once had many children is forlorn.

11. Book of Judith, Chapter 13, Revised Standard Version
When evening came, his slaves quickly withdrew. Bagoas closed the tent from outside and shut out the attendants from his master's presence. They went to bed, for they all were weary because the banquet had lasted so long.  But Judith was left alone in the tent, with Holofernes stretched out on his bed, for he was dead drunk.

Now Judith had told her maid to stand outside the bedchamber and to wait for her to come out, as she did on the other days; for she said she would be going out for her prayers. She had said the same thing to Bagoas. So everyone went out, and no one, either small or great, was left in the bedchamber. Then Judith, standing beside his bed, said in her heart, "O Lord Gd of all might, look in this hour on the work of my hands for the exaltation of Jerusalem. Now indeed is the time to help Your heritage and to carry out my design to destroy the enemies who have risen up against us." She went up to the bedpost near Holofernes' head, and took down his sword that hung there.  She came close to his bed, took hold of the hair of his head, and said, "Give me strength today, O Lord Gd of Israel!"  Then she struck his neck twice with all her might, and cut off his head.  Next she rolled his body off the bed and pulled down the canopy from the posts. Soon afterward she went out and gave Holofernes' head to her maid,  who placed it in her food bag.

Then the two of them went out together, as they were accustomed to do for prayer. They passed through the camp, circled around the valley, and went up the mountain to Bethulia, and came to its gates.  From a distance Judith called out to the sentries at the gates, "Open, open the gate! Gd, our Gd, is with us, still showing His power in Israel and his strength against our enemies, as He has done today!"

When the people of her town heard her voice, they hurried down to the town gate and summoned the elders of the town. They all ran together, both small and great, for it seemed unbelievable that she had returned. They opened the gate and welcomed them. Then they lit a fire to give light, and gathered around them. Then she said to them with a loud voice, "Praise Gd, O praise Him! Praise Gd, who has not withdrawn His mercy from the house of Israel, but has destroyed our enemies by my hand this very night!"

Then she pulled the head out of the bag and showed it to them, and said, "See here, the head of Holofernes, the commander of the Assyrian army, and here is the canopy beneath which he lay in his drunken stupor. The Lord has struck him down by the hand of a woman. As the Lord lives, who has protected me in the way I went, I swear that it was my face that seduced him to his destruction, and that he committed no sin with me, to defile and shame me."

All the people were greatly astonished. They bowed down and worshiped Gd, and said with one accord, "Blessed are You our Gd, who have this day humiliated the enemies of Your people."
12. Rama, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 670:2
Some say that one should eat cheese on Chanukah, because the miracle happened via the milk that Yehudit fed the enemy.

13. Shoftim 5:25
He requested water; she gave him milk. In a bowl of mighty ones she brought him butter.

14. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 670:1
The women are accustomed not to perform labor while the candles burn. Some say one should not be lenient regarding this custom.

