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1. Time Magazine, 12-27-93, Angels Among Us, Nancy Gibbs

Glancing around the gift shops, one might imagine that their role is purely decorative. Holiday angels are luscious
creatures, plump and dimpled, all ruffled and improvised. In their tame placidity they bear no relation to the fearsome
creatures in the Bible and the poetry of Rainer Maria Rilke and Wallace Stevens. Biblical angels are powerful
creatures; in Genesis they guard the east gates of Eden with flashing swords; in Ezekiel they overpower the prophet
with awesome visions, four-headed, multiwinged and many eyed; in Revelation they do battle with a dragon. Milton
describes the "flaming Seraph, fearless, though alone, encompassed round with foes." And Rilke wrote, "If the
archangel now, perilous, from behind the stars took even one step down toward us, our own heart, beating higher
and higher, would beat us to death." Every angel, he declared, "is terrifying."

In their modern incarnation, these mighty messengers and fearless soldiers have been reduced to bite-size beings,
easily digested. The terrifying cherubim have become Kewpie-doll cherubs. For those who choke too easily on Gd and
his rules, theologians observe, angels are the handy compromise, all fluff and meringue, kind, nonjudgmental. And
they are available to everyone, like aspirin. "Each of us has a guardian angel," declares Eileen Freeman, who
publishes a bimonthly newsletter called AngelWatch from her home in Mountainside, New Jersey. "They're
nonthreatening, wise and loving beings. They offer help whether we ask for it or not. But mostly we ignore them."
Only in the New Age would it be possible to invent an angel so mellow that it can be ignored. According to the rest
of history, anyone who invites an encounter with an angel should be prepared to be changed by it. By scriptural
tradition, angels pull back the curtain, however briefly, on the realm of the spirit. In offering a glimpse of a larger
universe, they issue a challenge to priorities and seftled ways. ..

2. lbn Ezra Bereishit 3:1

710 R X7 TRY U RITW IR DNRY AT WALT RN WM 01NN ]W/‘? DYTM 727 A0 AWK D R™ wmm
2(70 ,3 'R12) WK TOW R NP QYD 727 ,79Y DR PRI, DY 0w 720 TR 00 ,aw

Some say that the woman understood and knew the language of the beasts, and ‘And the serpent said’ meant through

signals. Others say it was the Satan — but how can they miss the end of the section® How could the Satan walk on its

belly and eat dirt, and what is the meaning of the curse, ‘He will crush your head’?

3. Bereishit 19:21-22

W TR TV 927 MWY? PIIR R 2D AW 0IR WN NI2T WK YA DR 257 *N227 A1 1272 03 TID NRWI 717 1POR 0K
And he said to him: | have shown favor to you in this matter as well, not to destroy the city, as you have spoken. Hurry
and flee there, for | cannot do a thing until you arrive there.

4. Talmud, Shabbat 55a
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Gd said to Gavriel: Go inscribe a n in ink on the heads of the righteous, so that the angels of destruction will not

have any effect on them. Inscribe a n in blood on the heads of the wicked, so that the angels of destruction will have

an effect on them.

The trait of Justice said before Gd: Master of the Universe, what is the difference between these and those?

5. Talmud, Shabbat 88b
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moshe ascended to Heaven, the ministering angels said before Gd: Master of

the Universe! Why is there one who is born of woman among us?2

He told them: He has come to accept the Torah.

The angels said before Him...



6. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 2:6
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Should you tell one of those people who consider themselves Sages that Gd sends a malach into a woman’s womb,
and that this malach creates the form of a fetus and its functions, he would accept this and think that this is part of the
glory of Gd. He will believe, at the same time, that the malach has a body of burning flame, and that this malach has
a body which is as large as one-third of this whole planet.
However, should you tell him that Gd put the power of creation into a tiny drop of fluid, the power to create the form
of a fetus’ limbs, and that this fluid is the malach, he would say that this is impossible, and he would not believe!
Our Sages have already explained that each of the body’s functions is considred a malach, for such is the case with
all of the forces in the universe.

7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Yesodei haTorah 2:3
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Everything Gd created in His world fits into three units.

Some are combined from substance and structure, and they are created and destroyed continually, like the bodies of

people and animals and plants and metals.

Some are combined from substance and structure, but do not change from one body to another or one structure to

another as the first do. Rather, their structure is eternally fixed in their substance and they never change as these do.

These are the spheres and stars. ..

Some are just structure, without any substance; these are malachim, for malachim have neither body nor physicality,

only structures that are separate from each other.



