Non-Kosher Business Lunches
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Appearances
1. Mishneh Berurah 301:165
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Tosafot and the Rosh wrote that this is only where there is a concern that observers might suspect him of violating
biblical law — then it is prohibited even in private. If it is prohibited only rabbinically, they prohibit only in public.

2. Mishnah Shekalim 3:2
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One must satisfy others just as one must satisfy Gd, as it is written, 'And you shall be innocent in the eyes of Gd

and Israel," and, 'Find favor and [a reputation for] good insight in the eyes of Gd and man.'

3. Talmud, Ketuvot 60a
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Nachum Ish Galya said: If obstructive material builds up in a pipe, one may crush it with his foot in private

without concern. He is fixing it only abnormally, and the sages did not decree in a case of loss.

4. Pri Chadash Yoreh Deah 87:7
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The Rashba's prohibition against cooking meat in human milk because of appearances is a novelty, and let us
not add to it. We should not decree and prohibit on our own because of appearances, other than the cases
explained in the Talmud... And so wrote Tosafot that we should not compare the sages' decrees other than
where the Talmud does.

5. R' Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Orach Chaim 2:40
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Even entering to eat foods known to be free of any concern is prohibited due to appearances and suspicion, but

if one is especially hungry such that he is in great pain and there is no other place to eat, one may enter and eat

food known to be permitted, but this must be in private. The sages did not decree in cases of pain or loss.

6. Rama, Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 87:3
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People make almond milk and put poultry in it, since [even were it real milk] it would only be rabbinically

prohibited. However, for beef one should put almonds beside the milk, because of appearances.

Which foods?
7. Talmud, Makkot 16b
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One who eats potfita violates four prohibitions; nemalah violates five... tzirah violates six.



8. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 122:6
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Ambiguous utensils of non-Jews may be assumed to have not been used that day. Therefore, if they were used

before kashering then the food is permitted. However, one may not tell a non-Jew, "Cook vegetables for me in

your pot."

9. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 114:5
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Mechaber. Pomegranate wine which is sold for medicine may be purchased from a merchant even absent the
original barrel, and even though it is more valuable than wine [such that the merchant has incentive for fraud].
Since people would be upset [at substitution], the merchant will not harm himself [by committing fraud].

10.  Investigaton Uncovers Rampant Fish Fraud,
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/health/2011/10/25/investigation-uncovers-rampantfish-fraud/

As part of a special "Fishy Business" series, the Boston Globe spent five months buying fish from dozens of
establishments throughout Massachusetts and sending the samples off to a lab in Canada. DNA tests found 48
percent of the fish had been mislabeled as a more expensive type of fish.

Fish samples were gathered from 134 restaurants, grocery stores and seafood markets, and the results were
staggering. Every one of 23 white tuna samples tested turned out to be something other than tuna. In most cases
the fish labeled tuna was escolar, which the Globe said was “nicknamed the Ex-lax of fish by some in the
industry for the digestion problems it can cause.”

11.  Rama Yoreh Deah 120:16
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If one uses a utensil without immersing it, the food is not prohibited.



