Chaggai 2:4 — 2:23: Encouragement, Honour, Rebuke and Berachah
R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

2:1-2:9 Encouragement

1. Rashi to 2:6
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After the end of the Persian kingdom which rules over you, one more will rise to reign over you, to pain you, from the

Greek kingdom. Her time of rule will be brief, and | will shake, with the miracles performed for the Chashmonaim, the
heavens efc. They will understand that My Shechinah resides in this house, and they will bring tribute of gold and
silver, as recorded in the book of Josephus.

2. Radak to 2:6
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Some say this is about the time of Herod, as recorded in the book of Josephus. "Another" refers to another kindness |
will perform for you, aside from this one. "It is small," meaning that doing it is small and light in My eyes. It will be
better than the current one, for now you have enemies who obstruct construction of the Beit haMikdash, but at that
time all of the nations will honour this house with gifts and silver and gold which they will bring there.
It is also recorded in the book of Josephus that there was a great famine in the days of Herod. The statement of
"Heavens, earth, sea and dry land" is hyperbole; the heavens do not shake.

3. Rashi to Sanhedrin 97b
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R" Akiva explained this regarding the days of Mashiach and the period after the destruction, saying 'l will give Israel a
litle honour," and then | won't give them [honour] all through that latter Beit haMikdash, and so it was. The first reign
of the Chashmonaim lasted 70 years... This is from my mentor. All of these analyses are neither mishnah nor braita.
Alternatively: | will give Israel a little monarchy after the destruction, and after that | will shake the heavens and earth
and Mashiach will come. But this analysis is nothing, for we saw several Jewish monarchies after the destruction and
Mashiach did not come.

4. Talmud, Sanhedrin 103b
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Yehoyakim said, "My predecessors did not know how to anger; we don't need His light, for we use fine gold. Let Him

take his light!" They said to him, "Silver and gold are His, as it is written, 'The silver is Mine, the gold is Mine, this is

the word of Gd!" He told them: He gave it to us, as it is written...

5. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 2b
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Gd said to the Romans: What have you done? They said: Master of the Universe, we made many markets and

bathhouses, and we amassed great silver and gold, and all of it was so that Israel would be involved in Torah!

Gd said: World-class fools! Everything you did was for yourselves! You set up markets for zonotto sit and bathhouses

to pamper yourselves, and silver and gold are Mine! As it is written...



6. Talmud, Kiddushin 82b
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R' Meir said: One should teach his child a clean, easy craft, and pray to the One who owns all wealth and assets, for

poverty and wealth are not a result of a particular trade but are sent by the One who owns all wealth...

7. Talmud, Bava Batra 3a-b
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How do we know it was tallerg 'The honour of this latter house will be greater than that of the first.' Rav and Shemuel,
or R' Yochanan and R' Elazar, disputed: One said the structure, the other said the years, and both happened.

8. Radak to 2:9
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Even though there were many wars in the Second Temple, there was peace in the land for a great length of time.

2:10-2:14  Message to the Kohanim

9. Radak to 2:10
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They had already brought offerings for years before this; the first ascendants from exile built an altar and brought

offerings on it, without founding a Temple, when they arrived in their cities, and this altar stood for nineteen years

before the Temple was built. Why wasn't this question asked all those years, from the time they began to bring

korbanot? Because korbanot were not truly established until the day they began to build the Beit haMikdash.

10.  lbn Ezrato 2:14
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It was thus clarified that the holy cannot sanctify that which is not holy via intermediate contact, in the way that death

impurity can contaminate. This was a parable, as Nathan employed with David... And the parable is accurate,

because they all built homes in which to dwell and the house of Gd was in ruins.

11.  Radak to 2:14
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All of them are guilty for the [lack of] construction. The kohanim should have instructed the nation to build. As you

said, "It will be impure," all of your deeds are impure before Me, and whatever the kohanim bring is impure before

Me, for they brought offerings on the altar without a Temple and they are not concerned for My honour.

12. Malbim to 2:14
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Whatever they bring there is impure, because they do not offer it before Gd in sanctity, for the offering to be spiritual
with appropriate intent. They only bring "there", meaning in that distant physical site, on stones, a physical, animal
offering. Therefore it is impure, for the impurity of their body and land will adhere to their offering. Thus he taught
them that they had not yet sanctified themselves appropriately to cleave to holiness and to build the spiritual Temple
and altar with their heart and soul, to bring their souls as offerings to Gd there.

2:15-2:19  Berachah is coming; keep building!
13.  Yirmiyah 22:24; Shir haShirim 8:6

2:20 — 2:23  The selection of Zerubavel
14.  Symbolism of the Seal




