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Traditional Jewish outlook regarding the human body
1. Vayyikra 11:43
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And you shall not render your lives disgusting...

2. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Maachalot Asurot 17:29-30
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The sages prohibited food and drink that repulse most people, such as food and drink with vomit or excrement or

foul liquids or similar things mixed in. And so the sages prohibited eating and drinking from dirty utensils which

repulse a person, such as bathroom utensils or the glass utensils of barbers, which they use to draw blood.

And they also prohibited eating with dirty, filthy hands, or on dirty cloths, for all of these are included in “You

shall not render your lives disguisting.” One who eats thus is whipped with lashes of rebellion.

3. Devarim 21:23
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You shall not leave his body upon the wood; you shall bury it that day, for this is blasphemy when it is
suspended.

4. Talmud, Shabbat 13b
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Decay in a corpse is as harsh as a needle in flesh of the living, as it is written, 'But his flesh will pain him, and
his soul will mourn for him."

5. Talmud, Bava Batra 154a
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The following once happened in Bnei Brak: A male sold his father’s property, and later died. Family members

later objected that he had been a minor at the time of his death [and therefore at the time of the sale, which

would invalidate the sale].

They asked Rabbi Akiva about examining the body. Rabbi Akiva replied: "You are not permitted to degrade his

body. Further, signs of puberty change after death."

Halachic arguments against autopsy
6. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 363:2
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One may not move a body from a city with graves to another city, other than from outside Israel to Israel.
Rama: Or to the place of one's ancestors' plots. If he instructs them to transport him, or to bury him near his
home rather than in the cemetery, we listen. One may place lime on him to hasten decay of his flesh and [enable
us to] bring him to the place he instructed.



7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avel 12:1
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Eulogy is an act of honour for the dead, and so we force heirs to pay for eulogizers to eulogize the deceased. If

he instructs not to eulogize him, we don't do it. However, if he instructs that they not bury him we do not listen,

for burial is a mitzvah — "You shall bury it."

8. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 29b
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How do we know that one may not benefit from a corpse? By textual link of "there" "there" to the passage of

eglah arufah ... Just as one may not benefit from that one, so one may not benefit from this one.

Halachic arguments permitting autopsy

9. Talmud, Bava Kama 60b
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There were Jewish-owned piles of barley, in which Philistines were hiding. Dovid asked, "May one save himself

with someone else's property2" They replied, "One may not save himself with someone else's property — but you

are the king. A king may break through property to prepare a path, and none may protest."

In practice
1. In all instances, every effort should be made to expedite the release of the body as quickly as possible.

2. The entire autopsy should be performed in a body pouch.
3. The autopsy procedure should be as minimal as possible:
a. Avoid incision whenever possible.
b. Samples for pathology should be as small as possible.

4. Replace all organs in their proper place; e.g. brain in suitable small plastic bag in the skull.

5. All instruments should be wiped clean with a cloth and the cloth should be placed in the body pouch.

6. Suture all incisions as tightly and leak proof as possible.

7. All blood or articles of clothing containing blood that are not needed for pathological or evidence
purposes should be sent along with the remains to the funeral home.

8. When possible the entire body and especially the genitalia should be kept covered at all times.

9. A member of the Sacred Society or designate thereof, or a Rabbi, will be permitted to attend the autopsy

upon request.

Cremation — Performing a taharah, Attending a service, Burying the ashes




