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o1 1193 K i — mnn nk e’ (Sifira on VaYikra, loc cit.) — ie., even a non-Jew who keeps G-d’s laws is equal of the
kohen gadol [high priest]; for it says, ““... which a man shall fulfil them and live.” Similarly, it also says, “This is the teaching
for man,” and does not say for kohanim [priests], Leviyyim [Levites], and Yisra’elim [Israelites]. Equally so, “Open ye the gates,
that kohanim, Leviyyim , and Yisrae’lim may enter” is not said, but “Righteous ones may enter.” Further, it does not say,
“This is the gateway to G-d, kohanim, Leviyyim, and Yisra’elim shall enter therein,” but “that a just righteous people.” And
again, “Exult ye kohanim,Leviyyim, and Yisra’elim” is not said, but “Exult ye righteous one in G-d.” And finally, it does not
say, “Deal well O G-d with kohanim, Leviyyim, and Yisra’elim.” but “with those that are good.” From all these quotations
from the Holy Writ, it follows that even a non-Jew who fulfills the Law of G-d is equal to the kohen gadol. Life, the teaching,
the proximity to G-d, happiness, and well-being is not opened solely for Yisra’el with these Torah laws but for everyone —
everyone who draws their outlook on life and men out of them and bases the principles of his life on them and who elevates
himself to the heights of pure humanity by keeping their o’ and omwbswn. Anybody and everybody is thereby ensured the
attainment of the highest degree of perfection and happiness possible for a human being to reach in nearness to G-d.

But this establishes the fact that for a correct estimation of these o*pn and owswn, which regulate the whole of Jewish
individual private as well as social life, they are nothing exceptional, nothing calculated for supermen or out of the ordinary.
They are just meant, starting with the Jewish family of mankind, to ensure that the stage of human life shall be regained,
which was the original purpose and which still remains the purpose of a race of beings — humanity — created in the
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likeness of G-d, and to guide the whole of the human race up to such a level, which is the meaning of G-d’s direction of the

whole of world history. That is why the whole summary of all the happiness, which is to blossom and mature from these

opin and owown, is crystalised in these two words: “pia *m.” Nothing more and nothing less is to be won from their
observance than “m” — that the highest conception of having positively and truly /ived!

(R. Samson Raphael Hirsch, com. on VaYikra 18:5 [in The Pentateuch, trans. Isaac Levy, Second Edition

(Gateshead, England: Judaica, 1976), IlIB, 481-82])
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We are bidden to consider the unique talent of the cock, which the Creator has endowed with the ability to perceive the
dawn of a new day and to proclaim it with its loud cry to the still-sleeping world. Thus, G-d has equipped every one of His
creatures with special gifts for specific purposes. In like manner, as we are told by the mi31a which follow immediately, He
also sent us out among the nations, geared and equipped for the fulfillment of a mission and purpose that is unique and all
our own. When the darkness of error still envelops the nations, the Jewish people had already been sent forth, as the
wakeners of dawn, and still walks among the nations, as the herald of the new day which is to come for all of mankind.

“MUK ... T3y ... M) Ay k5w 2”7 — This is not a prayer of thanks that G-d did not make us heathens, slaves, or
women. Rather, it calls upon us to contemplate the task which G-d has imposed upon us by making us free Jewish men and
to pledge ourselves to do justice to this mission.

These three aspects of our own status impose upon us duties much more comprehensive than those required of the rest of
mankind. And if our women have a smaller number of mitzvoth to fulfill than men, they know that the tasks which they
must discharge as free Jewish women are no less in accordance with the will and desire of G-d than are those of their
brothers.

(R. Samson Raphael Hirsch, com. on “Aleinu Leshabeach” in The Hirsch Siddur, trans. Gertrude Hirschler
[Jerusalem: Feldheim, 1978], 13)

© Chaim Eisen. All rights reserved.



How Does Halachah Relate to Non-Jews? ¢ Compiled by Chaim Eisen a5

ADD "a¥ M DWwa 'K " MIKRIIYY 13"570 10K 20 170,27 PO ATV oK Py nw 20arom i Ay A
(wmpa PreSm Na NN INwm YT pD MOB MY YT 30 PO PR, 0w Swn 37 ') PIb

WN TN B TRN2, 07 £60 52 7973 Moo mYnE] AR YT 1 yY 1nyw 51 (o pep %3] 30 Sw iwp T ansa anon b nn ...
W DH OHM VY 73 9 P75 Twrd 3YPE] PITTIY PR NTipnt Ay'non nSRwa YT oD T2y 1 A3b L L KDY A9 IR NTTIK
N Sy pa kit mwy X5 ponanw 1590 mona whw &5m Ao1 i Ay K5y 0 533 71an R maywn B2 ms SR [0 e
i3 Ay KW' 1an Kin i Sy, 0man "whwna KpTT MM TN VWM MY O'91an DRI N2 witpn 15 jnw mmynm

"MK NTTIOMI AT NABR' T ,19p 51 Naw Yy T nan i Rnn bW ;A onan A
mM5aNAW PARAS MY 11 .. (M 900k Y) WARTEAKR Tivad nivyY' TmSys 553 0IRA T TNanw PRRAY TR Do 1T nuen
q7-P q7 DSE 10 70 DY A0 ;70md O OEY T 47 9 D NEXD) O™ Man 03 ;2105 07aMan NaYn v POy (AT 1w MpTYm Nvatm
DY T, 02T 1T RM102 IRD1.(92 ONED DEN I 11 ;30 30ph &p) "aiv oo Saxm a7 1hme (0 oot Aemem [0 7] 12 55E ETY 370 1 oD
—/5RwY owa YT ([ q7] PP 1 iR I DED £70 50N .3 7 0 37 1Y ;or N3E) "ORAIWY S R 553 77T 1nK KT Nk

.. aTn

(637 'y MDD DITNAK M N3™MYA) 1 pAD 2 NKA IR 1AW — 2 PO, 1IWNT 1130, ™R bW 12 omn A

N Oyw "y 210" a5 03 12 Nnw amos — (32 pEHS) "Y1 21 Ny7 [ TR i OIRa 17,09 YR KM 70 (0K ne ..
5 PR" 5T DINR RIM AT MDA TYY 1A YT NI myy R 0T 5ya 55 arannw mo y1 1k A rnnon nron minn
DMK TATIW , DTNT 0712 1 535 mS iy — (335 q7] 77pee 1y whn 1 DETD L0 90N 3 q7 097 31 WM ;29D q7-8D 97 P3E) "ORWwS
ARIANAW 13, TT2INM M50 1YY MM 0 TAyn IRy

L MY
YIRT92°773, 0Mmyn-Yan NR 7 onmm  NM2TNK DN PP wawn yinwox oy ()

(15 mix1 5 Mk N e TorY T YK 1 yen yy) W NNW '737 w17H [ 117HB0 11y 1

271,71 DINKI 02 TN 1125 K1 1D — DW9BWiT OKYNIT N 9an "S¥K p WK Pni Saw b Sy ox - "omyroan n9o "% o
0991 11710 77 TN DNKR 01PN Pan — (f) 1 377 M3 370 ' ;70 pH) "0YYa KIAW DR

B0 "921"5¥K o™Mpr oYy NMIK TTPOM Y YIRT 93 7Y DIRK 73R 0T MDA 037 S0 - yRT 9 Yy

"vIRT 52 "7 1™, 0w mnw Sy with wAtn SR () wnw A

2y 231 yaRA 53 12 nnS Py w YoRnAIn onn Sw ot R KT ,ROK MysTIm 0 O IrK 11 03°m any My 0yoyw o
25 N ooann 1R YW o omyn Y31 oIRn S n oy

This relationship you are to bear towards Me is really nothing exceptional, is nothing but the beginning of the return to the
normal condition, which the whole world should bear towards Me. The whole of humanity — every nation in the world —

really is destined to belong to Me and will be ultimately educated by Me up to Me.
(R. Samson Raphael Hirsch, com. on Shemoth, loc. cit. [in The Pentateuch, 11, 250])
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Our Sages say, “xan oy? pon on w» — ooy mmk *ron,” “The righteous among the nations of the world have a share in
the world to come” (based upon Tosefta Sanhedrin 13:1 and Sanhedrin 105a). Olam haba is frequently understood as referring to the
historical goal of the evolution of all mankind. Accordingly, the statement would mean that the righteous of all nations have
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a share in attaining that goal. See also Torath Kohanim, Acharei Moth (on VaYikra 18:5; loc. cit.: “‘We see that even the non-
Jew who follows the Torah is like the kohen gadol [high priest]”).

(“Letter Fifteen,” in The Nineteen Letters, trans. Karin Paritzky, com. Joseph Elias

[Jerusalem: Feldheim, 1995], p. 199, n.c)
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