Are we Haters of Jerusalem?
R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

The problem
1. Talmud, Gittin 57a
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Three sages sitting together said: If anyone knows something about Kfar Sakhnia in Egypt, let him speak. [One told of
a captive betrothed couple who refused to touch each other without a halachic marriage. The two others told of their
commitment to justice.] Abbaye asked Rav Yosef: If they were so righteous, why were they punished?
Rav Yosef explained: They did not mourn for Jerusalem, as it is written, 'Be glad with Jerusalem and rejoice in her, all
who love her; rejoice with her, all who mourn for her.'

Approach 1: Insensitivity

2. Talmud, Gittin 55b
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R' Yochanan said: What is the meaning of, 'Fortunate is one who is always afraid; one who hardens his heart will fall

info evil2' Because of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza Yerushalayim was destroyed; because of a rooster and chicken Tur

Malka was destroyed; because of the axle of a wagon Beitar was destroyed.

3. Maharal to Gittin 56b
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Because of the blessing they experienced, they felt only joy. Although it would have been appropriate to mourn for
Jerusalem, they did not do so...

4. R' Yaakov Emden, Siddur, Introduction and Laws of Tishah b'Av
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Now no one pays attention, wishing to love her, seeking her peace and welfare, longing to see her. In our peace in
exile, it appears as though we have already found another Israel, another Jerusalem like her. This is why all of the
bad events befall us.
If just this sin of failing to mourn Jerusalem properly was on our hands, that would suffice to extend our exile. In my
eyes it is the most obvious, greatest and most powerful immediate cause for all of the great, terrible, frightening
destructions which have found us in exile. Wherever we have scattered, they have been at our throats, never letting us
rest among the nations, in lowliness and suffering and poverty, because this mourning left our heart when we were
settled in lands not our own. We forgot Jerusalem; she never entered our thoughts.

Approach 2: Self-righteousness

5. Talmud, Shabbat 119b
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Yerushalayim was destroyed only because they stopped reciting Shema in the morning and evening... they kept the
children from learning Torah... they lacked shame before each other... they equated the small and the great... they
did not rebuke each other... they mocked Torah scholars... trustworthy people disappeared...

6. Talmud, Bava Metzia 30b
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Yerushalayim was destroyed only because they judged Torah law... and did not transcend the letter of the law.

7. Rav Shlomo Kluger (grandson of the more famous R' Shlomo Kluger), Siach Shlomo
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When a person suffers tragedy which only afflicts him and his flesh, then anyone who has awe of Gd within him... is
obligated to accept the Divine verdict as just and to bless for the bad as he does for the good. This is the path of a
person who walks righteously, to suffer all ailments that come upon him with a calm spirit...
But if harm comes upon a person and upon others... then that person, who may even suffer more than others, may not
calm himself and avoid feeling the pain of others... saying that he accepts it upon himself with love. This is a
repugnant trait and an ugly path; one may not accept with love the ailment, pain and trouble of others! One who
does so is subject to the curse of our sages, "When Israel is in pain and one of them separates from the community,
two ministering angels place their hands on his head and say, 'So-and-so who separated from the community shall not
see the comfort of the community.""
It is as they said regarding Kfar Sakhnia... The Sages themselves testified that these people were fully righteous, so
how could they not have mourned for Jerusalem?! But this is what we have said: They, like all of Israel, felt the great,
overarching damage from the destruction of the place of the house of our Gd, but because they were righteous they
rallied themselves and restrained the storm in their spirit, they overcame their sorrow, and they accepted it all with
love. This is why they were punished - for the pain and mourning of others, they ought to have torn the seal of their
heart, to have mourned and poured forth tears!

Approach 3: Jealousy and Resentment
8. Rambam to Mishnah Nedarim 3:8
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It is known throughout the world that the Kutim hate Jerusalem and mock her; the reason is explained in Sefer Ezra.

9. Maharsha to Gittin
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Because the hands of the people of Yerushalayim were upon other cities in various matters, in wisdom and in

pilgrimage for holidays... and so people hated them, and were not pained by the fall of Jerusalem.

Possibilities

10.  Maharal to Gittin 56b
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When the body is separate from the heart which [normally] supports it, the body cannot survive. Therefore, when they

did not mourn Jerusalem which was like a heart for a body... they were thus destroyed.



